
Are You Listening?

Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Rom. 8:12-17

Last week we talked about what true greatness means.   
—Jesus once again corrects the popular thought of the day 
about wealth, power, and being important.  
——We learned that if you think that you are first then you 
are probably last.  
———We also saw how Jesus telling of His mission and 
giving deals about His mission should point us to understand 
that Jesus is the Messiah.  
————We talked about how Jesus would go to pave the 
way for broken humanity to have peace with God once 
again.  

Passage Begins 

Mark 10:35–40 (NAS):  35 James and John, the two sons of 
Zebedee, *came up to Jesus, saying, “Teacher, we want You 
to do for us whatever we ask of You.”
 36 And He said to them, “What do you want Me to do for 
you?”
 37 They said to Him, “Grant that we may sit, one on Your 
right and one on Your left, in Your glory.”

I could not imagine being asked this question after teaching 
what Jesus had taught over and over again.   
—Jame and John ask Jesus, “will you do whatever we want 
you to do?”
——Really?  This is like when someone says, “what do you 
got going on this weekend?”  You respond with, “not a lot 
going to this weekend.”  They follow it up with, “Oh good, you 
can help me move then; and all my stuff is really heavy.”  
———These disciples are expecting Jesus to give them a 
blank check and they want to spend a lot.  
————The disciples were trying to get Jesus to commit 
before they told Jesus what they wanted. 
—————James and John thought they deserved the right 
and left sits next to Jesus.  
——————The flesh tells us that we deserved to be 
served and should not have to serve.  
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We see this request of James and John shows that they had 
not listened to anything Jesus had been saying the whole 
time they were heading to Jerusalem.   
—Jesus just tells them that, READ: Mark 10:31 (NAS):  31 
“But many who are first will be last, and the last, first.”
——Then the next moment they are away from the group 
and have Jesus kind of to their own they ask for the first 
seats.  The most important seats.  The honored thrones.  
They wanted eternal positions of power.   
———Daniel Akin writes, “Their request is for the best seats 
in the house, in the kingdom.  Their request reveals: (1) their 
superficial understanding of what it means to follow Jesus, to 
be His disciple; (2) their inflated opinion of their own 
importance, something those who are called to lead are 
especially susceptible to; and (3) their wrongheadedness on 
how God measures greatness.”    
————Being a servant goes against every thing that a 
human is.  
—————Our sinful nature is to work less and have others 
serve us.  
——————If we are going to be like Christ and be what 
Christ calls us to be we are going to have to fight against our 
sinful nature, what we think we deserve, and what the world 
says humanity should do.  

38 But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are 
asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be 
baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?”

Jesus response is compassionate and telling.   
—Jesus knew that these men had no clue what they were 
asking.  
——He then asks them question that they will still not 
understand.  
———Akin writes, “Drinking a cup with someone speaks of 
sharing in that person’s fate, experiencing his destiny.”  
————So Jesus asks: are you willing and ready to share in 
my fate and destiny that is coming my way?  
—————This is after Jesus had told them that He would 
suffer and die.  
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Were the disciples ready to suffer as Jesus was going to 
suffer?     
—No!  Jesus explains the extent of the cup that He will 
endure as he tells them over and over that He will suffer and 
die.  
——Often time we see “the cup” as a pronouncement of 
God’s judgement.  
———READ: Psalm 11:6 (NAS):  6 Upon the wicked He will 
rain snares; Fire and brimstone and burning wind will be the 
portion of their cup.
————Jesus does not deserve God’s judgement but He is 
going to bear the judgement of God on our behalf.  
—————Jesus is asking the disciples if they can bear the 
wait of the judgement of God.  
——————The drinking of the cup means are you ready to 
do what Christ does.  His activity.  

Jesus also ask them if they can go through the baptism that 
Jesus is going to go thought.   
—Jesus was talking about as R. C. Sproul wrote, “being 
flooded in the fury of God’s wrath, inundated by the Father’s 
judgment.  Jesus was telling them: ‘You say you want to be 
at My right hand and My left hand in My glory, but there is no 
theologia gloriae without first a theologia crucis.  There is no 
glory without the cross.’”  
——Jesus baptism was as Akin points out, “being 
overwhelmed, flooded, and immersed in the destiny planned 
for Him by His Father.”  
———READ: Psalm 69:2 (NAS):  2 I have sunk in deep 
mire, and there is no foothold; I have come into deep waters, 
and a flood overflows me.
————If the cup represented the activity of Jesus the 
baptism reveals Jesus obedience to the Father.  
—————It shows Jesus passiveness mean: Jesus could 
so easily destroyed everyone attempting to kill Him.   
——————But He did not do that.  Because He was going 
to take the judgment, the wrath, and the punishment for 
those that would believe in Him and make Him Lord of their 
lives.  
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Once again just so we are super clear on the topic:  Jesus 
chose to die and He allowed the blows that came on Him out 
of love for the Father and love for us.   
—If you are a follower of Christ what we can expect is 
suffering.  
——If Jesus suffered and die out of obediences and love so 
will we.  
———Don’t be surprised by it but know the only way that 
you will endure the suffering that is coming your way is by 
the sacrifice that Jesus made for you and for me.  
————Christians suffer for Christ sake because of our 
loyalty to Jesus our Lord and savior.  
—————This is why Paul writes: READ: 2 Corinthians 
1:5 (NAS):  5 For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in 
abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ.
—————This is why Peter writes: READ: 1 Peter 4:13 
(NAS):  13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of 
Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His 
glory you may rejoice with exultation.

39 They said to Him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, 
“The cup that I drink you shall drink; and you shall be 
baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized.
 40 “But to sit on My right or on My left, this is not Mine to 
give; but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”

Then the disciples answer like this.   
—You have to give them credit for their loyalty and maybe 
bravery(but that could be stupidity).  
——The future proves that they were not ready but one day 
would be ready to suffer and possible die for the sake of 
Christ. 
———Jesus tells them that they will have to endure a fate 
similar to Jesus.   
————This does come true as well.  James was the first of 
the apostles to be killed for his faith.
—————READ: Acts 12:1–2 (NAS):  1 Now about that 
time Herod the king laid hands on some who belonged to the 
church in order to mistreat them.  2 And he had James the 
brother of John put to death with a sword.
————John was exiled banished to the island Patmos: 
READ:  Revelation 1:9 (NAS): 9 I, John, your brother and 
fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and 
perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called 
Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus.
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Sproul wrote, “No one of us has ever been asked by God to 
drink the cup that jesus drank or to be baptized with the 
baptism Jesus experienced.  Nonetheless, we are called to 
identify with that cup and that baptism.”   
—We have to be willing to identify with Jesus.  His suffering 
and sacrificially love.  
——READ: Romans 8:16–18 (NAS):  16 The Spirit Himself 
testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if 
children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 
if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified 
with Him. 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to 
be revealed to us.
———If we live as Christ calls us to live and if we suffer like 
Christ suffers we will participate with Him in His glory.  

Now to the actually question the disciples asked.   
—Jesus points out that these positions are reserved for God 
the Father to decide.  
——Ultimately this is not a question that those who will be 
seated at Jesus right and left would ask.  

So, are we listening to the message of God when He is 
speaking to us or are we like the disciples, letting the words 
of God pass through us with little to no effect?   
—Do we understand that we will endure suffering in this life?  
Christians are not suffer resistant. 
——Are we prideful?  Think highly of ourselves? Think we 
deserve position? 
———As it was will Jesus, so it will be with us: before we 
are crowned in heaven there is going to be a cup of 
suffering.  
————Will you rely on God strength  like Jesus?  Glorify 
God in your suffering like Jesus?  Will you be dependent on 
God like Jesus?  
—————Or, will you get bitter?  Will you try to do it on your 
own? Will you rely on your strength and resources?  
—

Scripture:

5


