
Impossible

Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

Okay, so last we were in Mark we talked about the Rich 
young rule. 
—He was ready to follow Jesus until Jesus hit him right in his 
idol.  
——The outside of the rich young ruler looked right but the 
inside was not right.  
———Money was his god and he could not leave his god to 
follow the actual God.  
————So we pick up the narrative from there. 
—————The disciples are probably questioning Jesus’s 
response to this man.  
——————They were probably thinking in the nicest way 
possible, “what was Jesus thinking?”

Passage Begins 

Mark 10:23–27 (NAS):  23 And Jesus, looking 
around, *said to His disciples, “How hard it will be for 
those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!”
 24 The disciples were amazed at His words. But 
Jesus *answered again and *said to them, “Children, 
how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!

Jesus and the disciples had set out to travel and this rich 
young ruler ran up to Him and they had there interaction.  
—Now Jesus stands there looking at His disciples, who 
probably had expressions of amazement because Jesus 
totally caused the rich guy to go away.  
——So Jesus, being the awesome teacher He is, looked 
around at His disciples and saw it was teaching time.  
———And Jesus says, “how hard it will be for the wealth to 
enter the kingdom of God.” 
————Was Jesus condemning wealth here?  No.  
—————What was He saying and why was He saying it?  

Why were the disciples astonished at Jesus comments?  
—William Hendriksen wrote, “Viewed from the aspect of 
erroneous ideas regarding prosperity (wealth, health) that 
were current in those days, the fact that these men were 
amazed and perplexed is not surprising.”  
——So the Jewish people for a very long time had wrongly 
assessed that those that were wealthy had God’s favor.  
———Israel received a promise of abundance in 
Deuteronomy.  
————These are wrong understandings of scripture to 
think that individual prosperity was a sign of God’s favor.  
—————The promise made to Israel was a national 
promise not an individual promise.  
——————Often time the wealthy do exactly opposite of 
what God commands.  
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So to the disciples fall into the category of those that believe 
God’s favor meant prosperity and God’s disfavor was 
adversity and struggle.    
—We see Job’s friends have this same opinion: READ: Job 
4:7–8 (NAS):  7 “Remember now, who ever perished being 
innocent?  Or where were the upright destroyed?  8 
“According to what I have seen, those who plow iniquity
And those who sow trouble harvest it.
——Later they say: READ: Job 8:6 (NAS):  6 If you are pure 
and upright,  Surely now He would rouse Himself for you
And restore your righteous estate.
———The disciples believed this as well as they asked 
Jesus about a blind man: READ: John 9:1–3 (NAS):  1 As 
He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth.
 2 And His disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he would be born blind?”
 3 Jesus answered, “It was neither that this man sinned, nor 
his parents; but it was so that the works of God might be 
displayed in him.
————It is not that the rich person has won God’s favor or 
the poor man has been cursed by God.  
—————Why?  Because Christians do not do things in this 
world to get stuff in this world.  
——————We do thing in this world for the purpose and 
plan of God.  

Our goal is not to store up treasures on this earth but our 
goal is to glorify God in all that we do, to enjoy God, and to 
serve Him.   
—If God places ton’s of material goods in our care then we 
should use those goods for the glory of God, to bring people 
to Christ, to enjoy God, and to use the things we have in the 
service to God.   
——In our passage and in several others there are warnings 
of the effect wealth has on humanity.  
———The disciples and the religious leaders of the day had 
bad understanding of what wealth brought and this is why 
they were amazed at what Jesus had said. 
————They though, “those that had God’s favor would 
have a hard time getting in the kingdom of God, then how 
am I going to get in the kingdom of God?”   
—————This is why they were amazed at what Jesus 
said.  
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But Jesus does not stop at it being hard for the rich to get 
into the kingdom of God.   
—He says it is just hard to get in.  
——When Jesus give the message, The Sermon on the 
Mount, He tells us:  READ: Matthew 7:13–14 (NAS):  
13 “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and 
the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are 
many who enter through it. 14 “For the gate is small and the 
way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.
———Why is it hard to get into the kingdom of God?  
————Because it requires us to work?  Because it 
requires us to find enlightenment?  Because we can......?  
—————NO!!!! It is hard to enter the kingdom of heaven 
because of us.  
——————God has made it very easy for us to enter the 
kingdom of God but we make it very hard.   
———————Our own pride and selfishness makes it hard 
for us to admit we need a savior and can not save ourselves.  

 25 “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”

So Jesus continue on about the rich entering the kingdom of 
heaven.  
—Remember if there is repetition in the Bible that means 
that it is very important.  
——The camel is one of the largest animals in their part of 
the world.  
———So for Jesus to say fitting this large animal in the eye 
of a needle is impossible.  
————Jesus says that it is easier for this to happen then a 
rich man to enter the kingdom of God.  
—————What is Jesus saying?  We have to give 
everything away then we can enter the kingdom of God?  
——————What Jesus is saying is as Akin writes, “it take 
only one thing like wealth to keep you out of God’s kingdom.”  
———————When we try on our own power or strength to 
enter the kingdom of God it will not work.   
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 Jesus is pointing out the power that wealth can hold on the 
heart of humanity.  
—Wealth so quickly become a way for us to self-sustain and 
prevents us from having the attitude and heart to enter the 
kingdom of God.   
——READ: 1 Timothy 6:10 (NAS): 10 For the love of 
money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it 
have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves 
with many griefs.
——READ: Matthew 6:24 (NAS):  24 “No one can serve two 
masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or 
he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and wealth.

We want to be what we are not.   
—We want to be strong but we are weak, we want to be self-
sufficient but we are totally dependent, we want to be our 
savior but we need saving, and we want to be our god but 
we need God.   
——Wealth easily gives a false sense of strength, self-
sufficiency, savior of self, and master of your own destiny.  
———R. C. Sproul wrote, “There is not such thing as a 
bootstrap ethic in the Bible.  No one pulls himself up by his 
own bootstraps apart from the grace of God.  Everything that 
we have comes to us from His bounty and from His 
goodness.”  
————If we put our confidence in anything but God we are 
trusting in that thing as opposed to God.  
—————Salvation from the beginning to the end is not 
founded in us or anything we can do but totally in Jesus 
Christ.  
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 26 They were even more astonished and said to Him, 
“Then who can be saved?”
 27 Looking at them, Jesus *said, “With people it is 
impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible 
with God.”

Once again, the disciple are blow away by what Jesus said 
then they follow it with this question.   
—Jesus is correcting their bad theology.  They were buying 
into a prosperity gospel.  
——He points out that wealth can be a barrier to enter the 
kingdom of God.  
———Then Jesus says the key to the entire passage.  
————With people it is impossible to enter the kingdom of 
God but with God, all things are possible.  
—————Akin writes, “Salvation is, has always been, and 
will always be a divine accomplishment through the perfect 
atonement and sacrificial death of God’s Son.”  
——————On our own, no matter how awesome we thing 
we are, we can do nothing.  

The religion of the rich young ruler and the rulers of the 
Israelites was about what kind of works you can do to get 
into God’s favor.   
—It is false.  Jesus is the only way to get into God’s favor.  
——The result of being in the favor of God is not health and 
wealth but service.  
———What is impossible with man is possible with God.  
————READ: Hebrews 7:25 (NAS): 25 Therefore He is 
able also to save forever those who draw near to God 
through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for 
them.

Left on our own, we can not enter the kingdom of God, we 
can not receive eternal life.  It is an impossible task.  
—That is why it is so awesome that God does not leave us 
alone.  
——God has been active in His creation from the very 
beginning in creating and He will be active until be make this 
broken creation new.  
———With us on our own it is impossible but with God all 
things are possible and anyone can be saved.  
————We have to replace what we have been using as 
our savior and make Jesus the savior of our hearts and lives.  
—————We have to let the Holy Spirit cut though the 
hardness of our hearts and let Jesus rule in our lives.  
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