
Hope In The Savior

Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Advent Reading 

Last week we ran the gambit of difficult topics.   
—We talked about marriage and what biblical marriage looks 
like.  
—We talked about divorce and what God thinks about 
divorce. 
—We talked about the sin of living together and premarital 
sex.  
—We also talked about how the our enemies will set traps 
for us and we need to do like Jesus did when they do.  
——Jesus was dependent on God, knowing He is where 
there is strength, and that God will deliver Him from the traps 
of the enemy.   

Passage Begins 

Mark 10:13–16 (NAS):  13 And they were bringing 
children to Him so that He might touch them; but the 
disciples rebuked them.
 14 But when Jesus saw this, He was indignant and said 
to them, “Permit the children to come to Me; do not 
hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these.
 15 “Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all.”
 16 And He took them in His arms and began blessing 
them, laying His hands on them.

As we have talked about before, children did not hold a high 
place in the social standing in Jesus day.   
—Daniel Akin writes, “By Jesus’ time Romans had a trash 
heap beside many homes where people could leave 
unwanted children.  If other people wanted the children, they 
would pick them up.  Sometimes these kids were raised to 
be prostitutes, gladiators, or slaves.”  
——So in light of that, it is not surprising to the disciples 
sending these people who were bringing kids to Jesus away.  
———What a contrast between what the parents wanted 
and what the disciples wanted.  
————The parents wanted their children to meet and be 
touched by Jesus.  
—————The disciples didn’t want the children to waste 
Jesus time.  
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I think we can be like the disciples today, in the sense of not 
valuing the importance of people meeting Jesus.   
—If we are not sharing the gospel the way that God has 
gifted us to we are preventing people from meeting Jesus.  
——READ: 1 Peter 2:9 (NAS):  9 But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s 
own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies 
of Him who has called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light;
——READ:  Acts 1:8 (NAS):  8 but you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”
———When we don’t share the gospel we are not letting 
people meet Jesus.  
————Not because we don’t want to waste Jesus time but 
because we don’t: want to be embarrassed, rejected, we 
might not know what to say, or whatever excuse that we 
want to use.   

When Jesus saw what the disciples were doing, He was 
displeased.   
—He was upset at their incorrect judgment.  
——His anger was righteous and He rebuked them right 
there in front of everyone.  
———James Edwards says, “The object of a person’s 
indignation reveals a great deal about the person.  Jesus’ 
displeasure here reveals his compassion and defense of the 
helpless, vulnerable, and powerless.”  
————Jesus is telling the disciples, everyone around, and 
us that children are worth His time and they are valuable.  
—————What Jesus is saying is that if the least social, the 
least valued, the least strong, and the least important are 
worth Jesus time; they should be worth our time too.  And 
anyone from them up to the most important.  
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Jesus then tells us that the children are the best example we 
have how to enter the kingdom of God.   
—Akin writes, “Children teach us  something.  We see them 
coming to Jesus with the help of others, no doubt having 
some degree of hope and expectation, small though it may 
be.  Children are helpless.  Their lives are in the hands of 
another.  Yet, even at a tender age, they seem to be filled 
with hope and expectation.  They don’t know all they need, 
but they know they need the help of another, and they are 
hopeful they will receive it.  They come small, helpless, and 
powerless.”  
——The kingdom of God is not something we earn but 
something we receive.  
———READ: Romans 6:23 (NAS):  23 For the wages of sin 
is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.
————We can not earn it but we can receive it like a child 
bring nothing.  

Mark 10:17–22 (NAS):  17 As He was setting out on a 
journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and 
asked Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?”
 18 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? 
No one is good except God alone.

So Mark let us see the right hope and the right way to come 
to Jesus in the previous verse.   
—Now Mark shows us the wrong way to hope and to come 
to Jesus.  
——This man had great wealth, we know that because verse 
22 tells us he owned a lot of property.  
———Luke 18:18 tells us he is a ruler and Matt. 19:22 tells 
us he is young.  Thus, this is the rich young ruler.  
————He respectfully comes up to Jesus and knells down 
before Jesus.  
—————He had to have Jesus answer a question for him.  
——————Jesus was a good teacher, a leading rabbi, an 
expert in the law, and honored.   
———————This is the appropriate way to come to Jesus 
it seems.   
————————But just like this man’s life the external 
does not match the internal.  
—————————We see that this rich young ruler looking 
for what he must do to earn eternal life.  
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Jesus answers the rich young rulers question with a 
question.   
—This man did not knowing that he was talking to God the 
one that is good.  
——God is the standard of good and Jesus is God so He 
lives the perfect good life that none of us can live.  
———This man is about to get asked questions of how he 
lived by the standard of good by the only  one who is good.  
————READ: Romans 3:10–12 (NAS):  10 as it is written,
“There is none righteous, not even one;  11 There is none 
who understands, There is none who seeks for God; 12 All 
have turned aside, together they have become useless; 
There is none who does good, There is not even one.”
—————God looks at the outside and the inside of a 
person but this young rule is going to get a lesson on his 
inside in the next verse.  

We must talk about eternal life for a moment especially 
because we are looking at the hope that Christ brings to all 
humanity.   
—Eternal life is as Akin writes, “Life of God and life with God.  
It is the privilege of being a member of God’s kingdom, and it 
must be received with faith in Jesus and the reliance of a 
little child in Jesus.” 
——Eternal life is not achieved or earned.  
———It is something we receive.  READ:  John 1:12 
(NAS):  12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave 
the right to become children of God, even to those who 
believe in His name,
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19 “You know the commandments, ‘Do not murder, Do 
not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false 
witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and 
mother.’ ”
 20 And he said to Him, “Teacher, I have kept all these 
things from my youth up.”
 21 Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to 
him, “One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess 
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow Me.”
 22 But at these words he was saddened, and he went 
away grieving, for he was one who owned much 
property.

Jesus then mentions several commandments but all of the 
commandments He mentions first are having to deal with 
outward things.  Dealing with our relationships with one 
another.    
—The rich young ruler responded saying he has done all of 
that.  
——In the external sense this man probably followed the law 
very closely attempting to follow it perfectly.  
———He did not understand that his hope was in himself.  
————His answer points that out very clearly.  
—————He is like so many people who think that living a 
good life will grant them entrance to heaven.   
——————These people and this rich young ruler are as 
Sproul wrote, “relying on their performance, their good 
deeds, their obedience to get them to heaven.”  

Jesus looked at him with love.   
—Jesus felt compassion for this man as he had been 
mislead by the religious leaders, society, and his own heart.  
——This young man thought he had done it right up until this 
point.  
———So instead of letting this young man walk around 
thinking he had earned what it take to get to heaven Jesus 
helps him see where he was lacking.  
————Jesus now points to the first commandment.  
—————READ: Exodus 20:3 (NAS):  3 “You shall have 
no other gods before Me.

This man’s God was easy to find.  It was his wealth.   
—We can not have anything come between us and God.  
——This is not a command for all people to do but Jesus 
was striking the heart of this rich young rules idol.  
———This man wealth took the place where God rightfully 
deserves to be.  
————This man was serving 2 masters.  
—————READ: Matthew 6:24 (NAS):  24 “No one can 
serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and wealth.
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Jesus asked this man to replace his wealth (his idol) with 
Jesus.   
—Jesus asks us to do the same thing.  
——READ: Mark 8:35–36 (NAS):  35 “For whoever wishes 
to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My 
sake and the gospel’s will save it.  36 “For what does it profit 
a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?
———See what Jesus ask this rich young ruler and what He 
asks us, He has already done.  
————READ: 2 Corinthians 8:9 (NAS):  9 For you know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, 
yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His 
poverty might become rich.
—————Tim Keller writes, “And [Jesus would say] I am 
going into a poverty deeper than anyone has ever known.....I 
am giving it all away.  Why?  For you.  Now [get ready, I am 
going to ask] you [to] give away everything to follow me.  If I 
gave away my ‘big all’ to get you, can you give away your 
‘little all’ to follow me?  I won’t ask you to do anything I 
haven’t already done.  I’m the ultimate Rich Young Ruler who 
had given away the ultimate wealth to get you.”  

Now for the tragic finish of this passage.   
—The young man hangs his head and walks away.  
——He was shocked, devastated, and downcast because 
his understanding of sin was wrong.  
———His assessment of himself was off and he know knew 
it.  
————He then had to leave his idol to follow Jesus and he 
walked back to his idol in sorrow.  
—————God was right in front of him and he walked away 
from God.  

This man may have been physically wealthy but he was 
spiritually poor.   
—This is our condition when we are separate from God.  
——Spiritual poor, we are debtors to God and can not pay.  
———There is no hope in paying our spiritual debt on our 
own.  
————The answer to our debt problem is Jesus.  
—————Jesus lived the perfect life and paid the price we 
owed and is waiting for us to call on Him for help.  
——————Christ pays our debt and give us His 
righteousness.  
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When we put our faith and trust in Christ we receive the gift 
that gets us into the kingdom of God.   
—So the question comes:  When Jesus asks us to give 
up............. and follow Him are we going to do it?  
——Are we examining ourselves for potential idols in our 
lives and getting rid of them before they take hold of us?  
———Does our hope come from Christ of from stuff?  Or 
other people? Or from things?

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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