
Marriage, Marriage Is What Bring Us Together Today

Scripture:  Mark 10:1-12

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Gen. 2:18-25

Last week we talked about being discerningly inclusive.  
—That we should not hinder one another in our relationship 
with God.  
—We should be for one another not against each other.  
—We also talked about hell and the weight of the 
punishment of dying a part from a relationship with Jesus 
Christ.  
—We talked how we get to choose the fire we go into: the 
refining fire on this earth or the eternal fire in eternal 
punishment.  

This week we are talking about probably one the most 
avoided topics in the church aside from money.  We will talk 
about money in a week or 2 from now.  We are talking about 
marriage and divorce today.  

Passage Begins 

Mark 10:1–12 (NAS):  1 Getting up, He *went from there 
to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan; crowds 
*gathered around Him again, and, according to His 
custom, He once more began to teach them.
 2 Some Pharisees came up to Jesus, testing Him, and 
began to question Him whether it was lawful for a man to 
divorce a wife.

The divorce rate in America today is above 50% now.   
—Divorce is so prevalent in our country that our young 
people are refusing the institute of marriage and instead are 
just cohabiting.  
——This cohabiting idea has now started to creep into the 
church and become accepted even though what they are 
doing is living in sin.  
———The church in America seems to be taking its cues 
more and more from the world on cohabitation, homosexual 
relationships, and accepting them.  
————We who stand on the word of God can not 
compromise on what God has said is right and wrong.   
—————I will be as clear as I can: pre/or no marital sex in 
a cohabitation relationship is sin, homosexual sexual acts 
are sin.  
——————The only biblically appropriate sexual 
relationship is between a husband and wife that God has 
brought together.    
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With divorce, cohabitation, and homosexuality so widely 
accepted in our society today many pastors avoid the subject 
if fear of offending, causing conflict, or hurting peoples 
feelings.   
—So as we dive into today sermon I hope you are not 
offended but I am going to preach the word of God, I hope 
that if there is no conflict, and I am not trying to hurt your 
feeling; I am preaching the word of God.  
——R. C. Sproul wrote, “As Christians, we are called to take 
our cues from the Word of God, not from the culture around 
us.”  

So lets look at the passage.   As Jesus enters the region of 
Judea He is getting closer to the religious leaders home field.  
—Some of the Pharisees came to Jesus not because they 
wanted to hear what He had to say but to attempt to trap 
Jesus.  
——They wanted to get Jesus to say the wrong things so 
someone would not like what He said.  
———This is what the enemies of God will do.  They will try 
to trap you and get you to say something to discredit you.  
————READ: 1 Peter 5:8 (NAS):  8 Be of sober spirit, be 
on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
—————Satan and those that are Satan’s will try to 
devour you.  They will try to destroy your witness for God so 
that you are not credible.  This is what the Pharisees were 
attempting to do.   

How do we respond to the traps set before us?  
—We get smarter?  We try harder?  
——We ask God for help:  READ: Psalm 141:9 (NAS):  9 
Keep me from the jaws of the trap which they have set for 
me, And from the snares of those who do iniquity.
——God is our strength from the traps of this world:     
READ: Psalm 31:4 (NAS):  4 You will pull me out of the net 
which they have secretly laid for me, For You are my 
strength.
——God is the one the delivers us from the traps of the 
enemy:  READ: Psalm 91:3 (NAS):  3 For it is He who 
delivers you from the snare of the trapper And from the 
deadly pestilence.
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So what is the trap they set?   They asked Jesus a simple 
question about divorce right? Wrong!! 
—R. C. Sproul explains, “If Jesus replied that it was not 
lawful for a man to divorce his wife and to marry another, He 
would place Himself in opposition to Herod Antipas, who had 
done just that and who had been confronted by John the 
Baptist.  For speaking out against the tetrarch’s adultery and 
divorce, John the Baptist was imprisoned and eventually 
executed.....On the other hand, the Pharisees may have 
been setting a theological trap.”   
——What was the theological trap?  
———READ: Deuteronomy 24:1 (NAS):  1 “When a man 
takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds 
no favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency 
in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in 
her hand and sends her out from his house,
————The trap is over the word: “indecency.”   
—————There were 2 rabbinical schools the conservative 
and liberals.  
——————The conservatives believed it was only if a 
sexual immoral act done would be the reason for divorce.   
——————The liberals believe that a divorce could be 
granted for any indecency(something embarrassing, 
disgraceful, or displeasing).  
———————The most popular was the liberal one that a 
divorce could happen basically on any grounds.  

Sproul sums it up like this for us, “If Jesus sides with the 
liberal school, suddenly the Pharisees would become 
conservatives and say Jesus was going against the law of 
Moses. If He sided with the conservatives, they would say 
He was going against public opinion.”  
—So Jesus was thrust into a debate like many of us are 
today.  
——The Pharisees were trying to control the conversation so 
that Jesus was trapped.  
———This is what people in the world will try to do to you 
and me.  They try to give us a question that in their mind 
there is no right answer to.  
————So how does Jesus answer?  The Pharisees want 
to talk about divorce but Jesus wants to talk about marriage.  
—————The Pharisees focus on sin and Jesus focus on 
God’s divine plan.  
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3 And He answered and said to them, “What did Moses 
command you?”
 4 They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a 
certificate of divorce and send her away.”
 5 But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of 
heart he wrote you this commandment.
 6 “But from the beginning of creation, God made them 
male and female.
 7 “For this reason a man shall leave his father and 
mother,
 8 and the two shall become one flesh; so they are no 
longer two, but one flesh.
 9 “What therefore God has joined together, let no man 
separate.”  
10 In the house the disciples began questioning Him 
about this again.
 11 And He *said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife 
and marries another woman commits adultery against 
her;
 12 and if she herself divorces her husband and marries 
another man, she is committing adultery.”

So Jesus answer is:  What does the word of God say?   
—When people ask you a question like this point them back 
to the Bible.  This is our ultimate authority.  
——The Pharisees answer but they do a very poorly.  
———Most people when they ask you a controversial 
question, they will have a inadequate understanding of the 
biblical side.   
————So Jesus show them what the passage is really 
saying in Deut. 24.  
—————Jesus tells them that because of the sin and 
hardness of the hearts of humanity God has granted this 
method.  
——————But Jesus does not focus on the method but on 
what we all should be focused on; the marriage.  
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READ:  Genesis 2:18,21-25(NAS):  18 Then the Lord God 
said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a 
helper suitable for him.”
21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the 
man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed 
up the flesh at that place.   22 The Lord God fashioned into a 
woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and 
brought her to the man.  23 The man said,“This is now bone 
of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called 
Woman, Because she was taken out of Man.”  24 For this 
reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be 
joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.  25 And 
the man and his wife were both naked and were not 
ashamed. 
—Daniel Akin writes, “Marriage is a good gift from a great 
God to be enjoyed.  Sex is a part of this good gift.  God’s 
design is one man, for one woman, for a lifetime (unless 
separated by death; Rom. 7:1-3).  Marriage is the joining of 
two bodies, two wills, two minds, and two sets of God-given 
emotions.  Marriage is sacred because it reflects the spiritual 
union of Christ and His church.” As Eph. 5:21-33 says.   
——God made woman for man. 
———READ: 1 Corinthians 11:8–9 (NAS):  8 For man 
does not originate from woman, but woman from man;
 9 for indeed man was not created for the woman’s sake, but 
woman for the man’s sake.
————But man and woman are not independent of each 
other.   
—————READ: 1 Corinthians 11:11–12 (NAS):  11 
However, in the Lord, neither is woman independent of man, 
nor is man independent of woman. 12 For as the woman 
originates from the man, so also the man has his birth 
through the woman; and all things originate from God.
——————Man and woman are divinely designed to 
complement each other.  God gives a union between a 
husband and wife that is special and unlike any other union.  
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This is what Jesus is pointing people to.   
—Jesus is saying instead of trying to figure out how to get 
out of a marriage if it goes wrong, work to do everything you 
can to make it work.  
——We should do everything in our power to strengthen our 
marriages.  
———These is the person God has put as your helper and 
the one that He has given you to be united in a way you will 
not be united with hopefully any other person.   
————Sproul wrote, “We have lost touch with something 
that God has called holy, a gift from His hand.  Though the 
whole world should set aside the institution of marriage, let 
every Christian determine to be committed to the scared 
bonds of matrimony.”  
—————Yes God hates divorce. 
——————READ: Malachi 2:16 (NAS):  16 “For I hate 
divorce,” says the Lord, the God of Israel, 

Divorce is a result of sin and hardness of heart.   
—God’s desire for a troubled marriage is away reconciliation.  
——God’s will for every marriage is 1 man joined to 1 
woman for a lifetime.  
———Divorce is never commanded but as we see here one 
of the reasons for a divorce is sexual unfaithfulness.  The 
other would be if a non-believing spouse leaves.  
————We could spend weeks talking about all the aspects 
of divorce and what all the implications behind the passages 
mean; but..... 
—————Most importantly we need to remember the role 
of the gospel in divorce.  
——————If you have been through an illegitimate divorce 
or sinned sexually against your spouse; you need to know 
that these are forgivable sins.  
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Sproul says, “These sins are what sent Christ to the cross, 
and all who put their trust in Him are forgiven.  The kingdom 
of God is not closed to those who are divorced, and all of us 
in the church should be quick to share this good news with 
those whose marriages have failed.”    

So what can we take away from this sermon: 
—Marriage is a gift from God that He designed to be 
exclusively heterosexual and unique among all relationships.  
—Where the sin of adultery/divorce has taken place, 
forgiveness is possible for those that repent and confess 
their sins.  
—If someone enters an unbiblical marriage they should not 
get out but seek forgiveness for the sins of adultery, and then 
glorify God in the marriage they are in.   
—Most importantly we should seek to maintain a strong 
biblical marriage as opposed to embracing sin or neglecting 
a marriage.  

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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