
Do You Love Me?
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we began our study into Malachi.  
—We looked at the circumstance surrounding Malachi 
and how they are very similar to what we are dealing 
with here today.  
——In Malachi’s time Israel had to wait for God to fulfill 
His promises (which He did fulfill) and so we also wait 
for God to fulfill the rest of His promises.   
———So we learned that we need to wait well for God’s 
mighty acts.  
————We need to know that God will fulfill His 
promises.  
—————We also looked at the face that this is not our 
home but we are pilgrims, aliens, exiles, sojourners in 
this place and one day we will get to go home.  So we 
need to be sent to this world but not citizens here.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we are going to focus on God’s love for the 
Israelites in Malachi’s time and God’s love for us as well.  
—We will see the weight of the love of God. 
—We will see that we can respond in a right way to that 
love that God has for us, or a wrong way.  
—We will see that God corrects those that He loves
——We will spend time looking at how often times we 
justify ourselves in our wondering and questioning God’s 
love in our lives.   

Passage Begins 

Scripture:

1



Malachi 1:2–5 (NAS):  2 “I have loved you,” says the 
Lord. But you say, “How have You loved us?” “Was 
not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet I 
have loved Jacob;

****I will only focus on the underlined part in this section.  

So as we have talked about, the spiritual climate of 
Malachi’s day is very similar to our spiritual climate as 
well.  
—When the spiritual climate gets as bad as it is in 
Malachi and as it is in our day we need correction.  
——So we will start to see the correction that Israelites 
in Malachi’s time needed and we will see correction that 
we need as well.  
———So we see the first address to the nation of Israel 
is from all-mighty God to Israel about Israel.  
————God professes His love for them and this love 
is unaltered by their continued wondering and 
disobedience.  
—————God’s love began for Israel long ago and 
continues to persist.  
——————God’s love for us will continue to persist as 
well.  

God loves His people, His children.  
—READ: 1 John 4:9–11 (NAS):  9 By this the love of 
God was manifested in us, that God has sent His 
only begotten Son into the world so that we might 
live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved 
God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved 
us, we also ought to love one another.
—READ: Romans 8:38–39 (NAS):  38 For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other created thing, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
——God’s love is continuous and enduring for those that 
are His in Christ Jesus.  
———What does a love like this mean?    
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This phrase “love of God” is used 32 different times in 
the Old Testament.   
—Based on this phrase God loves: righteous deeds 
(those things that are right in His sight), those that 
pursue righteousness (being right/acting right/thinking 
right in God’s sight), those that are the sojourner, and He  
loves those that are His.  
——This phrase “love of God” is also used in the idea 
that those He loves He also disciplines.  
———There is a consistent theme in the the love of 
God.  He loves right acts, right motives, right thoughts, 
and right people.  
————Those that He loves that are not having right 
acts, right motives, right thoughts, and being a right 
person then His love causes Him to discipline/correct 
your path or course.  
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This word love here is in the perfect tense which helps 
us know this is a completed action and will continue.  
—We can also understand as Ray Clendenen wrote, 
“Terms for ‘love’ were common in ancient Near Eastern 
treaties as synonyms for covenant loyalty….Likewise in 
the Hebrew Bible, especially in Deuteronomy, ‘love’ 
often is found in texts dealing with choosing and with 
faithfulness.”  
——God chose Israel not because it was the best 
nation, the biggest nation, the smartest nation, the best 
looking nation; no, God chose Israel because He chose 
to love them.  
———READ: Deuteronomy 7:7–8 (NAS):  7 “The 
Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you 
because you were more in number than any of the 
peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but 
because the Lord loved you and kept the oath which 
He swore to your forefathers, the Lord brought you 
out by a mighty hand and redeemed you from the 
house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt.
————Guess what?  If you are a believer in Christ, 
God chose you, not because you were worthy for some 
reason; but because He loves you He redeems you and 
brings you out of slavery to sin, and the hand of Satan.  
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So, lets pull together everything we have learned about 
the the love of God so far: 
—God’s love is unaltered by our actions, God’s love is 
persistent and will continue forever, He loves those that 
are His, He chooses to love, He loves righteous deeds, 
those that pursue righteousness, those that are not of 
this world but of His kingdom, it is a correcting love, it is 
a loyal love, it is a conventual love, and it is an un-
understandable love.   
—Believers in Christ, reflect on this kind of love that you 
have from the God of the universe.  
——Don’t let the world (the things around us) distract 
you from embracing this awesome love that God love us 
with.  
———If you are not a believer in Christ, you need this 
love in your life.  You need to make Jesus Christ your 
Lord and savior and embrace a love that is greater than 
anything else you could possible know.  
————READ: 1 John 4:16 (NAS):  16 We have 
come to know and have believed the love which God 
has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in 
love abides in God, and God abides in him.

Malachi 1:2–5 (NAS):  2 “I have loved you,” says the 
Lord. But you say, “How have You loved us?” “Was 
not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet I 
have loved Jacob;

****I will only focus on the underlined part in this section.

But what happens when we start to lose our awe for the 
love of God?  What happens when we lose our 
thankfulness that God has chosen us?  What happens 
when we start to allow the world to creep into our lives 
and change our understanding of what is right?
—We say things like the Israelites here: “How have You 
love us?”
——When we have wondered away from God and godly 
thinking we start to question God’s love for us.
———As we have heard here in Malachi Israel has had 
to wait for God.  
————But God is not doing what they think He should 
and so, they question how God loves them because 
God is not doing what they want Him to.  
—————As we will see in the future sermons the 
Israelites stop doing what God told them to do because 
God was not doing what they wanted Him to do.  
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When Israel does this, when we do this, it reveals our 
selfishness and spiritual immaturity.  
—So God points out to Israel that they are denying that 
God loves them because of their selfishness and 
spiritual immaturity.  
——What about you?  Do you deny the love of God 
because of your selflessness and spiritual immaturity?  
———Of course all of us are like no Jeremy; that is a 
silly question.  
————But just a second before you become all 
pharisaical: READ: Matthew 12:33–35 (NAS): 
33 “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or 
make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for the tree is 
known by its fruit.  34 “You brood of vipers, how can 
you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth 
speaks out of that which fills the heart.  35 “The 
good man brings out of his good treasure what is 
good; and the evil man brings out of his evil 
treasure what is evil.
————READ: Proverbs 20:11 (NAS):  11 It is by his 
deeds that a lad distinguishes himself
If his conduct is pure and right.
————READ: 1 John 3:18 (NAS):  18 Little 
children, let us not love with word or with tongue, 
but in deed and truth.
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In our day and in the Malachi day we have become 
really good at talking ourselves into our righteousness, 
into proving our love for God, into proving our love for 
other, and into our work for God being enough.  
—The thing is that we can lie to ourselves all we want, 
we are not fooling God.  
——Just as the Pharisees came to Jesus in what 
appeared to be righteousness but Jesus, God in the 
flesh, knew who they really were.  
———READ: John 8:42–44 (NAS):  42 Jesus said to 
them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, 
for I proceeded forth and have come from God, for I 
have not even come on My own initiative, but He 
sent Me.  43 “Why do you not understand what I am 
saying? It is because you cannot hear My word. 44 
“You are of your father the devil, and you want to do 
the desires of your father. He was a murderer from 
the beginning, and does not stand in the truth 
because there is no truth in him. Whenever he 
speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he 
is a liar and the father of lies.
————Now don’t here me calling you a child of Satan 
but hear that God know each and everyone of us in our 
deepest core.  
—————We can fool everyone around us, we can 
even fool ourselves, but we will never fool God.  
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So what do we take away from this message?  How do 
we apply it to your life?
—If you are a believer is Jesus Christ, if He is Lord of 
your life, if you have handed your life over to Christ then 
know without a shadow of a doubt God loves you with a 
love that is bigger than you can understand, God has 
chosen you even though you did not deserve it He 
chose you, even when you have waited for God and feel 
like He is not working know that He is working, and 
embrace the love of God; trust the love of God; trust 
God because He is perfect and His plan is perfect.  
—If you are not a believer come into the loving embrace 
of the one and only God who loves you and has chosen 
you to be one of His sons or daughters.  
——Know that questioning God’s love comes from 
selfishness and spiritual immaturity.  If you have a 
problem with this then you need to draw near to God, 
ask someone that is a strong believer to disciple you, if 
you don’t know someone come talk to me and I will fit 
you with someone or I will disciple you myself.   
———Believers, we have to check our heart often; are 
we embracing the love of God and reveal that through 
our actions and not just our words?  
————Are we good trees producing good fruit? Are 
you bringing good treasures out of your heart and laying 
them at the feel of God?  Are you loving God with deed 
and truth?  Does your conduct match you words in purity 
and righteousness?  
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John 21:15–17 (NAS):  15 So when they had finished 
breakfast, Jesus *said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son 
of John, do you love Me more than these?” He *said 
to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He 
*said to him, “Tend My lambs.”
 16 He *said to him again a second time, “Simon, 
son of John, do you love Me?” He *said to Him, 
“Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He *said to 
him, “Shepherd My sheep.”
 17 He *said to him the third time, “Simon, son of 
John, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because 
He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” 
And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You 
know that I love You.” Jesus *said to him, “Tend My 
sheep.
—Do you grow tired of God asking you if you love Him?  
If you love Him you trust Him.  
—Are your actions achieving the mission that has for 
you or are they achieving the mission you have for 
yourself?  

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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