
Look at History
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

So, last week we took an in-depth study into the love of 
God.  
—We dove into what God loves and why He loves those 
things. 
——We saw the enormity of God’s love and what that 
love means.  
———We saw how God chooses to love us even 
though we are sinful, enemies, we hate Him, and yet He 
loves us still and chooses us still.  
————We saw that we can respond well to God’s love 
or we can respond poorly.  
—————We looked at how love is supposed to be 
revealed in action; God’s love is revealed in His actions 
and our love should be revealed in our actions.  
——————We are very good at saying a lot of things 
but our actions prove where our heart truly is.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we are going to get a history lesson from God 
about His love.  
—We will understand what it means to hate and what it 
means to love.  
——We will also look at the good and perfect plan of 
God.
———We will see He has a plan and purpose for the 
things that He does but He also has set times for the 
things that He does as well.  
————We will see that God does things for a reason, 
not just because.  

Passage Begins 
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Malachi 1:2–5 (NAS):  2 “I have loved you,” says the 
Lord. But you say, “How have You loved us?” “Was 
not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet I 
have loved Jacob;
3 but I have hated Esau, and I have made his 
mountains a desolation and appointed his 
inheritance for the jackals of the wilderness.”
 4 Though Edom says, “We have been beaten down, 
but we will return and build up the ruins”; thus says 
the Lord of hosts, “They may build, but I will tear 
down; and men will call them the wicked territory, 
and the people toward whom the Lord is indignant 
forever.”
 5 Your eyes will see this and you will say, “The Lord 
be magnified beyond the border of Israel!”

Even though God tells the nation He loves them and has 
revealed that love so many times throughout the history 
of Israels existence, in this time when Malachi is 
prophesying, they don’t see God’s love for them.   
—To help Israel out God started to give them a history 
lesson into their own nation’s past. 
——Now before we dive into this history lesson there is 
an issue we need to deal with because in our time when 
we hear the word hate we don’t like it.  
———We read verses like 1 John 4:8 and see that God 
is love, so He can’t hate people?  
————We see verses like: READ: 1 John 4:20 
(NAS):  20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates 
his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not 
love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God 
whom he has not seen. 
—————Or: READ: 1 John 3:15 (NAS): Everyone 
who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know 
that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

So what is taking place here in this passage?  
—First we need to understand that it is okay to hate.  
——What?  No way!  God is the God of love, so it is not 
okay to hate.  
———Never forget that God is the God of justice, 
righteousness, and so much more that JUST the God of 
love.  But even in God’s love, He disciplines which goes 
against the world’s definition of love.  
————READ: Proverbs 6:16–19 (NAS):  16 There 
are six things which the Lord hates, Yes, seven 
which are an abomination to Him: 17 Haughty eyes, 
a lying tongue, And hands that shed innocent blood, 
18 A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that run 
rapidly to evil, 19 A false witness who utters lies, 
And one who spreads strife among brothers.
————READ: Proverbs 8:13 (NAS):  13 “The fear of 
the Lord is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the 
evil way And the perverted mouth, I hate.
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Yes, God is love but because He is love He also has a 
whole range of things He hates.  
—God loves all humanity as He created them and made 
them in His image but God can also hate sinful flesh, 
unbelieving hearts, sinful lifestyles, and imperfection in 
us humans.  
——Sinful flesh, unbelieving hearts, sinful lifestyles, and 
imperfection is contrary to God’s character and nature.  
———So God hates these things but yet He loves the 
sinners that house these things in their lives.  
————READ: Jude 22–23 (NAS):  22 And have 
mercy on some, who are doubting; 23 save others, 
snatching them out of the fire; and on some have 
mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by 
the flesh. 
—————God has mercy on humanity, those who 
doubt Him, He snatches others out of the fire, He tells us 
to count the cost before we give our lives over to Him, 
and He hates our dirty garments that are full of sin and 
fleshly lusts.  
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But what about our passage this morning?  
—First we need to understand that God’s plan was to 
produce 2 nations from Rebekah.  
——READ: Genesis 25:21–23 (NAS):  21 Isaac 
prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife, because 
she was barren; and the Lord answered him and 
Rebekah his wife conceived.  22 But the children 
struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is 
so, why then am I this way?” So she went to inquire 
of the Lord. 23 The Lord said to her, “Two nations 
are in your womb; And two peoples will be 
separated from your body; And one people shall be 
stronger than the other; And the older shall serve 
the younger.”
———As this narrative continues we learn that Esau is 
the older and Jacob is the younger.  
————God prophecy that it would be this way and 
what we see in the love and hate of Jacob and Esau is a 
choosing by God of Jacob and not choosing Esau.  
—————This choice God made was not based on 
Jacob or Esau’s morality, intelligence, looks, or works as 
this choice was made before they were born; but it was 
a choice God made as part of His perfect plan.   
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READ: Romans 9:10–12 (NAS):  10 And not only this, 
but there was Rebekah also, when she had 
conceived twins by one man, our father Isaac; 11 for 
though the twins were not yet born and had not 
done anything good or bad, so that God’s purpose 
according to His choice would stand, not because of 
works but because of Him who calls, 12 it was said 
to her, “The older will serve the younger.”
—God’s choice was not due to anything Jacob or Esau 
did.  It was based on God’s infinite understanding of His 
plan, purpose, and will.  
——Think about this: as we look through the Bible, God 
chooses a lot.   
———God chose Abraham, God chose Isaac, God 
chose Jacob, God chose Israel, and none of these 
choices where based on these people.  
————These people and this nation all have things 
that God hates in them but He chose them.  
—————The Christ-Centered Exposition commentary 
on Malachi says this, “The point is not that God loved 
Jacob more than Esau, but that he desired to make a 
convenant with Jacob instead of Esau.” 
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God called these chosen to shine a light on God to all 
the nation.
—READ: Genesis 12:1–3 (NAS):  1 Now the Lord 
said to Abram,“Go forth from your country, And 
from your relatives And from your father’s house, To 
the land which I will show you; 2 And I will make you 
a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your 
name great; And so you shall be a blessing; 3 And I 
will bless those who bless you, And the one who 
curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of 
the earth will be blessed.”
——Abram whose name later changed to Abraham was 
to become a nation (the nation of Israel) and they will 
bless the nations that see and accept God as they 
illuminated God to them.  
———Israel was to go to the nations and show them 
God; the nations had an opportunity to come to the God 
of the universe. 
————Richard Taylor wrote, “God’s choice of Israel 
also meant that they would be his primary instruments 
for bringing salvation to the sinful world and glory to 
himself.”  
————So to are we to go to the nation to share the 
gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ with them.  
—————READ: 1 Peter 2:9–10 (NAS):  9 But you 
are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people for God’s own possession, so that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you 
out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 for you 
once were not a people, but now you are the people 
of God; you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy.
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So, what we need to understand about our passage 
here is that God does not desolate, ruin, and basically 
remove Edom as a national identity for no reason.  
—The Edomites were prideful, treacherous, greedy, 
violent, and they made themselves enemies of God.  
——Our knowledge of Edom’s actions would have been 
common knowledge to those that Malachi was writing to.  
——Edom helped the Israelites enemies destroy 
Jerusalem and in doing so they killed, stole, and much 
more to the nation of Israel.   
———But Edom did things like this often making 
themselves an enemy of Israel and of God.  
————READ: Joel 3:19 (NAS):  19 Egypt will 
become a waste, And Edom will become a desolate 
wilderness, Because of the violence done to the 
sons of Judah, In whose land they have shed 
innocent blood.
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Just like any other nation the Edomites had their 
opportunity to come to God but they chose to rebel and 
be enemies of God.  
—God sent His correcting on them multiple times yet 
they chose other than God.  
——READ: Ezekiel 25:12–13 (NAS):  12 ‘Thus says 
the Lord God, “Because Edom has acted against the 
house of Judah by taking vengeance, and has 
incurred grievous guilt, and avenged themselves 
upon them,” 13 therefore thus says the Lord God, “I 
will also stretch out My hand against Edom and cut 
off man and beast from it. And I will lay it waste; 
from Teman even to Dedan they will fall by the 
sword.
———You can find announcement, judgment, warning, 
and fulfillment concerning Edom throughout the minor 
and major prophets.  
————Even in God destroying the city and the land 
over and over for their continued rebellion and fighting 
against His people God still wanted to see Edomites 
come to be a part of His people.  
—————READ: Deuteronomy 23:7 (NAS):  7 “You 
shall not detest an Edomite, for he is your brother; 
you shall not detest an Egyptian, because you were 
an alien in his land.
—————READ: Amos 9:12 (NAS):  12 That they 
may possess the remnant of Edom And all the 
nations who are called by My name,” Declares the 
Lord who does this.
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So what do we take away from this sermon?  How do 
we apply it to our lives?  
—If you are a Christian know that God has chosen you 
and that He has proved His love by His mighty actions 
over and over in your life.  Are you seeing His mighty 
actions happening in your life?  
——We need to understand that we need to hate the 
things that God hates.
———Which means that we need to flee from those 
things that God hates, we need to not let those things 
leak into our lives, and we need to stay in close 
connection to God and His righteousness.  
————Are you doing the things God has planned for 
you to do?  Or are you sitting on the sidelines hoping 
God won’t call on you to get in the game?  
—————Are you shining a light to the lost people in 
this world?  Are you taking the gospel to those that are 
desperate for it?  Are you going to the nation and 
proclaiming the goodness and glory of the only true 
God?  

 
—
—
—
—
—
—

 
—
—
—
—
—
—

Scripture:

9



 
—
—
—
—
—
—

 
—
—
—
—
—
—

Scripture:

10


