
450 B.C. Or Today?
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

Series Introduction: 

So, we finished our beginning study 4 weeks ago and I 
had been asking God where He wanted us to go next.   
—I thought for a while about it and saw a weird sign that 
lead me to where we will be for some time; Malachi.  
——It was before our last vacation so before the 16th of 
October I had watched a video about deal that are 
happening at Costco, and several of the deals were 
Christmas things.  
———Then I met my lovely wife for lunch on of those 
days that we were down town SLO and store already 
had Christmas stuff out.  
————But what really inspired this sermon series was 
as I backed into our driveway at home, I looked up and 
saw in front of my neighbors house a snowman. 
—————My first reaction was, “It is not even 
Halloween yet let alone thanksgiving and yet they have 
Christmas decoration already out at their house.” Then I 
had flashback to working retail. 
——————But then as I sat in my car in front of my 
house for way too long, God said why not Christmas?
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INTRODUCTION: 

Then I started thinking about how little time we spend on 
Christmas every year.  
—The only holiday that gets less that we should spend a 
ton of time is the resurrection of Jesus. That only gets 
one day really.  
——So, I said, “okay God Christmas but how?”  
———So, I checked my phone really quick and I had an 
alert.  It was a YouTube video called ask Pastor John.  
————John Piper answer question that people write in 
and ask, so I listen kind of.  But one thing caught my 
attention; Pastor John said, “Malachi is about 
Christmas.”  
—————So, here we are starting our study into 
Malachi, into Christmas here in October and we will 
continue it into the new year because I think we all need 
more of the incarnate (in the flesh) Jesus in our lives 
right now and for the foreseeable future.  
——————So, if your not excited about Malachi, go 
complain to big business, my neighbor, and to John 
Piper.  

Passage Begins 

Malachi 1:1–5 (NAS):  1 The oracle of the word of the 
Lord to Israel through Malachi.

Malachi is the last prophet in the Old Testament.  
—After Malachi there is a 500-550 year period of silence 
from God.  
——This is the last thing before the New Testament 
narrative begins.  
———So just for our understanding of what is going on 
during this time when Malachi was written we are going 
to get a brief history lesson.  
————Israel came out of Egypt, wonder for 40 years 
then lived in the land that God had intended them to.  
—————Israel had made a covenant with God and 
after this time they broke the covenant and returned to 
God, they broke the covenant, and returned to God, they 
broke the covenant and returned to God.  
——————Well they wonder too far and God allowed 
them to be taken over by other nations and spread out in 
these other nations.  
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In this exile near Malachi’s time the Babylonians had 
destroyed the temple of God because He allowed them 
to do.  
—The prophets Haggai and Zechariah were 
prophesying during the rebuilding of the temple after this 
exile.  
——In Malachi the temple had been standing for 
decades and dates to around 450 B.C.   
———So if we know anything from above; Israel 
returned to God and after decades of the temple being 
rebuilt they were tired of what they were having to do for 
God.  They were in the mist of braking the covenant 
again.  
————One of the reasons that I wanted to preach 
through Malachi is the similarities of Malachi’s day our 
our time is so close.  
—————In Malachi’s day the Israelites had embraced 
the culture around them.  
——————They allowed the morality around them to 
shape their morality.  
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They began marrying unbelieving, divorcing their 
spouses to inter-marrying with unbelievers, they stopped 
giving to the church, they stopped being the church and 
it became a place they went, and they oppressed the 
poor.  We can read about all of these things in the book 
of Nehemiah.   
—Malachi’s time was a time where the Israelites had to 
wait.  
——Promises had been made that they had not yet 
been fulfilled.  
———READ: Haggai 2:4–9 (NAS):  4 ‘But now take 
courage, Zerubbabel,’ declares the Lord, ‘take courage 
also, Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and all 
you people of the land take courage,’ declares the 
Lord, ‘and work; for I am with you,’ declares the 
Lord of hosts. 5 ‘As for the promise which I made 
you when you came out of Egypt, My Spirit is 
abiding in your midst; do not fear!’  6 “For thus says 
the Lord of hosts, ‘Once more in a little while, I am 
going to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea 
also and the dry land.  7 ‘I will shake all the nations; 
and they will come with the wealth of all nations, 
and I will fill this house with glory,’ says the Lord of 
hosts.  8 ‘The silver is Mine and the gold is Mine,’ 
declares the Lord of hosts. 9 ‘The latter glory of this 
house will be greater than the former,’ says the Lord 
of hosts, ‘and in this place I will give peace,’ 
declares the Lord of hosts.”
————The promise is that the temple would be 
greater than it was before.  The nations would bring their 
treasures to the fill the temple of God.  God would meet 
them there at the temple and it would be a beautiful time 
in Israel.  
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READ: Zechariah 9:9 (NAS):  9 Rejoice greatly, O 
daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of 
Jerusalem!  Behold, your king is coming to you; He 
is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and 
mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.
—We see here that Zechariah said the king will come.  
The new King of Israel would come an lead in salvation, 
and humility.  
——You and I know because we have the full revelation 
that the King that was coming was Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  
———READ: Zechariah 14:9 (NAS):  9 And the Lord 
will be king over all the earth; in that day the Lord 
will be the only one, and His name the only one.

X As we look at these promises that the Israelites are 
waiting for, we see Jesus in them so loud and clearly.  
—In Haggai they are waiting for God to be with them 
and  Jesus is Emmanuel which means God with us.  
——In the work of Christ coming and taking on humanity 
living, dying, and rising again all nations now come to 
God. 
———His temple is no longer a building but it has 
become the people and we will give God our everything. 
————We will give our lives to the one true King of all 
things Jesus Christ.  
—————Who came humbly and bringing salvation to 
all who would believe.  
——————READ: John 3:17 (NAS):  17 “For God 
did not send the Son into the world to judge the 
world, but that the world might be saved through 
Him.
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But, in the eyes of the Israelites in Malachi day, time had 
passed but nothing had happened.   
—They waited and waited; they behaved and behaved 
and yet nothing had happened.  
——You know what happens when a person is moral 
without the right purpose?  
———Hope fades; hope leaves; then morality, 
obedience, and will power leave and people walk away 
form God because they have morality without the right 
purpose.    
————Today we are waiting for God to do many 
things.  Time has passed and yet God delays.  
—————As we see the church in the world start to 
decrease, morality of Christians being shaped by 
legislation rather than God’s word, the lack of spiritual 
mentoring of children by Christian parents, and theology 
becoming looser and looser in churches until it is none 
existent; we can see that we are right in the middle of 
the message that Malachi delivers.  

So the problem Israel was facing back then in the 
problem that we are facing today.  
—We have forgotten that we are pilgrims, aliens, exiles, 
sojourners and not natives of this land we are living in.   
——READ: Philippians 3:20 (NAS):  20 For our 
citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly 
wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;
——READ: John 18:36 (NAS):  36 Jesus answered, 
“My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom 
were of this world, then My servants would be 
fighting so that I would not be handed over to the 
Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.”
——READ: 1 Peter 2:11–12 (NAS):  11 Beloved, I 
urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from 
fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.  12 
Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, 
so that in the thing in which they slander you as 
evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as 
they observe them, glorify God in the day of 
visitation.
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If you are a Christian then you are a foreigner, alien, 
stranger, or sojourner in this world but we are not called 
to become like the world but to take the message of 
Christ to these people who are lost without Christ.   
—We are called to be different from the world, we are to 
set apart, but we are also called to be sent to this world.  
——READ: Romans 12:1–2 (NAS):  1 Therefore I 
urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of 
worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so 
that you may prove what the will of God is, that 
which is good and acceptable and perfect.
———We are here now because this is were God wants 
us to be but we are looking forward to our real home that 
is better than anything this earth can offer.  
————We are not to be becoming comfortable in this 
world embracing what it has to offer, applying for 
citizenship, or forgetting that we are living and holy 
sacrifices on mission for God’s purposes.  

The biggest threat to the church, to Christians today is 
that we have become at home here.  
—We have let the influence of the world and what we 
see as a delay in God’s plan put us to sleep.  
——We no longer have a sense of urgency in our 
mission for God, in sharing the gospel, in our 
sanctification (our becoming more holy), in our work for 
Him, and we sit on the sidelines while the world captures 
more and more people in deception.   
———We no longer cry out for Jesus.  The world has 
taught us self-sufficiency, prayer doesn’t work, and 
selfishness is the key to success.  
————We lose passion in our mission, we have no 
zeal for the coming of Christ, we have no excitement or 
pursuit of purity, and God is replaced by idols.   
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X So, what can we take from this sermon?  What is our 
practical application?  
—It does not matter if the word of God was written over 
2,000 years ago; it is still very alive and active in relating 
to our lives.  
—We have to learn to wait well.  In a world where we 
wait on nothing we have to be different from the world 
and learn to wait well.  
—We have to be different from this world. We can not let 
the morality of this world, the morality of the country we 
live in shape our morality.  Our morality must be shaped 
by God’s word and God’s word alone.  
—We need to study the promise of God and know that 
He will keep His promises; maybe not in our lifetime or 
our children’s lifetime; but He will keep His promises.  
—Put your hope in Christ, the author and perfecter of 
our faith because Christ gives us right purpose for our 
hope.  
—Never forget you are a pilgrim, alien, exile, sojourners, 
and not a native in this land but one day (which you 
don’t know what day) God will take you back home.  

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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