
Immutable
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we jumped ahead in our sermon series on 
Malachi and we talked about money. 
—We looked at how we should be giving to God a 
portion that is rightfully His.  
——We looked at the fact that giving is an act of worship 
and reliance on God. 
———We saw two examples of people with their money.  
————We looked at the rich ruler who would not give 
all he had and follow Jesus. 
—————They we looked at Zaccheus who gave to the 
poor and gave back more than he took if he wronged 
someone.  Jesus said salvation had come to Zaccheus.  
——————So the question from last week was; who 
do you most resemble?  The rich ruler or Zaccheus?  

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we will talk about God’s unchanging nature. 
—He is the only thing in this life that does not change 
and that is a good thing. 
—We will see how that unchanging provided salvation 
for us.  
——We will see how that salvation has been planned 
out from the beginning of time.  

Passage Begins 
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Malachi 3:6 (NAS): 6 “For I, the Lord, do not change; 
therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.

God does not change and so the Israelites are not 
consumed.  For that matter God does not change so we 
are not consumed.     
—This is an interesting verse because it helps us see 
and understand several things about God.  
——The first thing that we need to understand about 
God from this passage is that He is immutable.  
———This is the theological word for unchanging.  It 
does not matter the amount of time that goes by, God is 
unchanging. 
————READ: James 1:17 (NAS): 17 Every good 
thing given and every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom 
there is no variation or shifting shadow.
————READ: Isaiah 40:28 (NAS): 28 Do you not 
know? Have you not heard?  The Everlasting God, 
the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth Does 
not become weary or tired.  His understanding is 
inscrutable.

The main question that we need to ask is: why is it 
important that God is immutable (unchanging)?  
—It is important because immutability is one of those 
attributes of God that separates Him from His creation.  
——When we think about God’s creation, it is always 
changing.  
———Even those things we think that are not changing 
like mountains; they are changing over time.  
————When we look at humanity we are constantly 
changing. 
—————Just physically, we change from babies to 
children, children to teens, from teens to adults, and 
from adults to old.  
——————Not to mention how we change 
emotionally, mentally, and all of those things.  
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But God does not change.  This is why the Bible 
compares Him to an immovable rock.  
—READ: Deuteronomy 32:4 (NAS): 4 “The Rock! His 
work is perfect, For all His ways are just; A God of 
faithfulness and without injustice, Righteous and 
upright is He.
——Arthur W. Pink wrote, “His nature and being are 
infinite, and so, subject to no mutations.  There never 
was a time when He was not; there never will come a 
time when He shall cease to be.  God has neither 
evolved, grown, nor improved….He cannot change for 
the better, for He is already perfect; and being perfect, 
He cannot change for the worse.”  
———This is why He describes Himself as I AM to 
Moses.  
————READ: Exodus 3:13–14 (NAS): 13 Then 
Moses said to God, “Behold, I am going to the sons 
of Israel, and I will say to them, ‘The God of your 
fathers has sent me to you.’ Now they may say to 
me, ‘What is His name?’ What shall I say to them?”  
14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He 
said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM 
has sent me to you.’ ”
—————God’s power can not diminish and His glory 
does not fade.  
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God is immutable in His counsel. 
—It is because God is immutable that the sons of Jacob; 
Israel, is not destroyed.  
——READ: Job 23:13 (NAS): 13 “But He is unique 
and who can turn Him? And what His soul desires, 
that He does.
——READ: Psalm 33:11–12 (NAS): 11 The counsel of 
the Lord stands forever, The plans of His heart from 
generation to generation. 12 Blessed is the nation 
whose God is the Lord, The people whom He has 
chosen for His own inheritance.
———God chose Israel, the son’s of Jacob, as His 
people.  
————He made covenants with them and they are His 
people so they remained God’s people even in their 
rebellion and disobedience.  
—————The Christ—Centered Exposition 
Commentary says, “God’s commitment to His covenant 
trumps Israel’s rebellious history.”  

God is telling Israel that their sins deserve judgment but 
God is merciful to Israel.  
—God does that because His promises to Israel’s 
fathers of the past.  
——Even when Israel was rebelling and turned from 
God, God was still faithful to them.  
———When we turn and rebel from God, He is still 
faithful to us.  
————READ: Psalm 36:5–6 (NAS): 5 Your 
lovingkindness, O Lord, extends to the heavens, 
Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.  6 Your 
righteousness is like the mountains of God; Your 
judgments are like a great deep.
  

Scripture:

4



—————So, have you turned from God? Have you 
been living in rebellion against God?  
——————He is faithful to you!  Turn back to God; 
come back to Christ.  When you come back to Him, He 
will return to you.

God is not only immutable in His council but also in 
nature.  
—Pink wrote this, “He is altogether uninfluenced by the 
flight of time…..His power is unabated, His wisdom 
undiminished, His holiness unsullied.  The attributes of 
God can no more change than Deity can cease to be.”    
——READ: Psalm 119:89–91 (NAS): 89 Forever, O 
Lord, Your word is settled in heaven. 90 Your 
faithfulness continues throughout all generations;
You established the earth, and it stands.  91 They 
stand this day according to Your ordinances, For all 
things are Your servants.
——READ: Psalm 100:5 (NAS): 5 For the Lord is 
good; His lovingkindness is everlasting And His 
faithfulness to all generations.
———Who God was from before time, He will be when 
time comes to an end.
————Henry F. Lyte wrote the Hymn Abide With Me, 
in 1847 and one of the verses said this, “Swift to its 
close ebbs out life’s little day; Earth’s joys grow dim; its 
glories pass away; Change and decay in all around I 
see; O Thou who changest not, abide with me.
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So, how does the immutability of God help us 
understand the gospel better?  The birth, life, death, 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.     
—God is immutable in his purposes and His promises.  
——God created all of creation for several reasons but 
He created humanity at the height of creation and God 
purposed that Him and humanity would live together.  
———We see in Genesis 3:8 that God was walking in 
the garden, the place that humanity was to dwell with 
God.  
————READ: Ephesians 2:19–22 (NAS): 19 So 
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you 
are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s 
household, 20 having been built on the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself 
being the corner stone, 21 in whom the whole 
building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy 
temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being 
built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.
—————READ: John 14:23 (NAS): 23 Jesus 
answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he 
will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and 
We will come to him and make Our abode with him.
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But, humanity messed that up in the fall, when we chose 
sin over the creator of the world.  
—But the creator of the world knew we would choose 
sin over Him so He planned and promised to reconcile, 
to make us right with Him one day again.  
——This is what He has done through Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
———In Genesis 3:15 God told of one who would bring 
redemption: READ: Genesis 3:15 (NAS): 15 And I will 
put enmity Between you and the woman, And 
between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise 
you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the 
heel.”
————We see from this moment just after the fall of 
humanity God is working His perfect plan to make those 
humans who would choose Him to be right with Him and 
dwell with Him once again. 

Birth
—————READ: Isaiah 7:14 (NAS): 14 “Therefore 
the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a 
virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will 
call His name Immanuel.
—————READ: Luke 1:30–31 (NAS): 30 The angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have 
found favor with God. 31 “And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
shall name Him Jesus.
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Life
—READ: Isaiah 9:6 (NAS): 6 For a child will be born 
to us, a son will be given to us; And the government 
will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal 
Father, Prince of Peace.
—READ: John 10:30 (NAS): 30 “I and the Father 
are one.”
—READ: John 14:27 (NAS): 27 “Peace I leave with 
you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives 
do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, 
nor let it be fearful.
—READ: Romans 5:1 (NAS): 1 Therefore, having 
been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ,

Death
—READ: Psalm 22:16–18 (NAS): 16 For dogs have 
surrounded me; A band of evildoers has 
encompassed me; They pierced my hands and my 
feet. 17 I can count all my bones. They look, they 
stare at me; 18 They divide my garments among 
them, And for my clothing they cast lots.
—READ:  John 19:36–37 (NAS): 36 For these things 
came to pass to fulfill the Scripture, “Not a bone of 
Him shall be broken.”  37 And again another 
Scripture says, “They shall look on Him whom they 
pierced.”
—READ: Matthew 27:35 (NAS): 35 And when they 
had crucified Him, they divided up His garments 
among themselves by casting lots.
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Resurrection 
—READ: Luke 24:1–7 (NAS): 1 But on the first day of 
the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb 
bringing the spices which they had prepared. 2 And 
they found the stone rolled away from the tomb,  3 
but when they entered, they did not find the body of 
the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about 
this, behold, two men suddenly stood near them in 
dazzling clothing;  5 and as the women were terrified 
and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said 
to them, “Why do you seek the living One among the 
dead?  6 “He is not here, but He has risen. 
Remember how He spoke to you while He was still 
in Galilee, 7 saying that the Son of Man must be 
delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be 
crucified, and the third day rise again.”
——READ: 1 Peter 1:3–5 (NAS): 3 Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His great mercy has caused us to be 
born again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain an 
inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and 
will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,  5 
who are protected by the power of God through faith 
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

What do we take away from this passage?  What is our 
practical application?  
—God does not change and has not changed but He 
requires us to change.  
——Are you changing?  God’s perfection is the reason 
that He does not change and our stubbornness and 
selfishness are reasons we don’t change.  
———God has provided a way for us to dwell with Him 
for all of redemptive history.  
————Are you dwelling with Him?  Are you seeking 
Him out and allowing Him in your heart or are you 
pushing Him away?  
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