
Immutability and Money
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we talked about how we need to allow God to 
purify us and we need to have an active role in purity as 
well. 
—We saw how the Israelites were involved with sorcery, 
adultery, swearing falsely, and not representing God 
well.  
——We can fall into these things as well based on the 
way that we are living our lives.  
———It all stems from a lack of reverence for God and 
a love for others. 

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we will talk about God’s unchanging nature. 
—He is the only thing in this life that does not change 
and that is a good thing.  

We will also talk about money today.  
—We will talk about tithing, giving money to the Lord to 
run the church and accomplish His purposes through the 
church here at NMC.  
——We will see how important money is to each and 
every one of us today.  

Passage Begins 
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Malachi 3:6 (NAS): 6 “For I, the Lord, do not change; 
therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.

God does not change and so the Israelites are not 
consumed.   
—This is an interesting verse because it helps us see 
and understand several things about God.  
——The first thing that we need to understand about 
God from this passage is that He is immutable.  
———This is the theological word for unchanging.  It 
does not matter the amount of time that goes by, God is 
unchanging. 
————READ: James 1:17 (NAS): 17 Every good 
thing given and every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom 
there is no variation or shifting shadow.
————READ: Isaiah 40:28 (NAS): 28 Do you not 
know? Have you not heard?  The Everlasting God, 
the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth Does 
not become weary or tired.  His understanding is 
inscrutable.

The main question that we need to ask is: why is it 
important that God is immutable (unchanging)?  
—It is important because immutability is one of those 
attributes of God that separates Him from His creation.  
——When we think about God’s creation, it is always 
changing.  
———Even those things we think that are not changing 
like mountains; they are changing over time.  
————When we look at humanity we are constantly 
changing. 
—————Just physically, we change from babies to 
children, children to teens, from teens to adults, and 
from adults to old.  
——————Not to mention how we change 
emotionally, mentally, and all of those things.  
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But God does not change.  This is why the Bible 
compares Him to an immovable rock.  
—READ: Deuteronomy 32:4 (NAS): 4 “The Rock! His 
work is perfect, For all His ways are just; A God of 
faithfulness and without injustice, Righteous and 
upright is He.
——Arthur W. Pink wrote, “His nature and being are 
infinite, and so, subject to no mutations.  There never 
was a time when He was not; there never will come a 
time when He shall cease to be.  God has neither 
evolved, grown, nor improved….He cannot change for 
the better, for He is already perfect; and being perfect, 
He cannot change for the worse.”  
———This is why He describes Himself as I AM to 
Moses.  
————READ: Exodus 3:13–14 (NAS): 13 Then 
Moses said to God, “Behold, I am going to the sons 
of Israel, and I will say to them, ‘The God of your 
fathers has sent me to you.’ Now they may say to 
me, ‘What is His name?’ What shall I say to them?”  
14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He 
said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM 
has sent me to you.’ ”
—————God’s power can not diminish and His glory 
does not fade.  
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The part of God’s immutability that really applies to  our 
passage today, is God’ immutability in His counsel. 
—It is because God is immutable that the sons of Jacob; 
Israel, is not destroyed.  
——READ: Job 23:13 (NAS): 13 “But He is unique 
and who can turn Him? And what His soul desires, 
that He does.
——READ: Psalm 33:11–12 (NAS): 11 The counsel of 
the Lord stands forever, The plans of His heart from 
generation to generation. 12 Blessed is the nation 
whose God is the Lord, The people whom He has 
chosen for His own inheritance.
———God chose Israel, the son’s of Jacob, as His 
people.  
————He made covenants with them and they are His 
people so they remained God’s people even in their 
rebellion and disobedience.  
—————The Christ—Centered Exposition 
Commentary says, “God’s commitment to His covenant 
trumps Israel’s rebellious history.”  

God is telling Israel that their sins deserve judgment but 
God is merciful to Israel.  
—God does that because His promises to Israel’s 
fathers of the past.  
——Even when Israel was rebelling and turned from 
God, God was still faithful to them.  
———When we turn and rebel from God, He is still 
faithful to us.  
————READ: Psalm 36:5–6 (NAS): 5 Your 
lovingkindness, O Lord, extends to the heavens, 
Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.  6 Your 
righteousness is like the mountains of God; Your 
judgments are like a great deep.
—————So, have you turned from God? Have you 
been living in rebellion against God?  
——————He is faithful to you!  Turn back to God; 
come back to Christ.  When you come back to Him, He 
will return to you.   

Scripture:

4



Malachi 3:7-10 (NAS): 6 “For I, the Lord, do not 
change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not 
consumed.
 7 “From the days of your fathers you have turned 
aside from My statutes and have not kept them. 
Return to Me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord 
of hosts. “But you say, ‘How shall we return?’
8 “Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But 
you say, ‘How have we robbed You?’ In tithes and 
offerings.
 9 “You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing 
Me, the whole nation of you!
 10 “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so 
that there may be food in My house, and test Me now 
in this,” says the Lord of hosts, “if I will not open for 
you the windows of heaven and pour out for you a 
blessing until it overflows.

So, how does Israel, how do we return to reconciliation 
with God?  
—How do we get back into a right relationship with God 
once again?  
——First, we have to know and admit that we have 
turned in rebellion away from God.  
———This question here of, “how shall we return?” Is 
not a question of understanding but a question of 
dispute.  
————They were thinking as the Christs—Centered 
Exposition Commentary says, “How can we return when 
we’ve never gone away?  God, what are you talking 
about?” 
—————This word return is also translated repent.  In 
order to repent, turn from sinful ways and pursue 
righteousness, a person or nation has to realize they 
have turned away.  

We, as Christians, have to be very aware of our hearts 
and our walk with Christ because we can become off 
track very easily and not know.  
—The Christ—Centered Exposition Commentary says, 
“We may say, “Far from God?  I am not far from God!  I 
go to Church every week, pastor!  My kids are in 
Christian school.  How can you say I am far from God?”  
God may reply with the same tone: “You do not think you 
have strayed, but you are far from me.”  
——We have to have a consistent personal evaluation 
of our walk with God and our relationship with Christ in 
order to stay connected to God as we should.  
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God identifies the main issue with the rebellion of Israel 
and it, if we are honest with ourselves, is our main issue 
with rebellion as well.  
—Once again it has to do with having a different 
perspective than the world on life and how we live it. 
——The issue with Israel is that they are not giving to 
God as they should.  
———They are not contributing with their tithes and 
offerings as they should.  
————We have seen God call Israel out for their weak  
and lame sacrifices but here He calls them out for what 
they are going with their possessing; their money. 
—————They were not giving God the proper tithes; 
they were giving God out of their leftover money and not 
giving Him their first fruits; their best.  

The fact that they were not giving of their funds was not 
the issue because God does not need money from us.  
—The problem was they were not willing to give the 
money that God had instructed them to give so it was a 
lack of obedience; a sick heart that prevented the 
Israelites from giving God back what was His anyway.  
——We cannot attempt to brush this off and say that this 
is not about money here because it is about money.  
———You can learn a lot about a believer, and yourself, 
by looking at how you spend your money.  
————It helps to see a person’s heart by looking at 
what they are spending their money on.  
—————So, how are you spending your money?  If 
God audited your bank account what would He come up 
with?  
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The Israelites were supposed to give ten percent of their 
moneys to God and they would be used for the various 
things going on at the temple.  
——But with the different events and sacrifices that they 
had to make, they ended up giving more like 23 percent.  
———Giving to God is an act of worship for us.  When 
we give to God we are worshiping the Lord and we need 
to bring God worship that He deserves and is pleasing 
to Him.  
————This act of worship, giving, is one that 
exercises our faith.  We have to trust God when we give 
to Him.  
—————Once again this should be an act of worship 
not an act of obligation.  
——————READ: 2 Corinthians 9:7 (NAS): 7 Each 
one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, 
not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.
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What we have to understand and accept is that God has 
given us everything.  
—We should see our things not as ours but as things 
that God has entrusted us with.  
——The Christ—Centered Exposition Commentary 
says, “He has commissioned us to be stewards of the 
gifts He has bestowed.  Since we will one day give an 
account to Him of what we have done with His time, 
talents, and treasures, we should be in to ponder how 
well we would fare after His audit.”  
———Who are we most like when it comes to the things 
that God has put us in charge of?  
————READ: Luke 18:18–23 (NAS): 18 A ruler 
questioned Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I 
do to inherit eternal life?”  19 And Jesus said to him, 
“Why do you call Me good? No one is good except 
God alone.  20 “You know the commandments, ‘Do 
not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do 
not bear false witness, Honor your father and 
mother.’ ”. 21 And he said, “All these things I have 
kept from my youth.”   22 When Jesus heard this, He 
said to him, “One thing you still lack; sell all that 
you possess and distribute it to the poor, and you 
shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow 
Me.”  23 But when he had heard these things, he 
became very sad, for he was extremely rich.
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Or: READ: Luke 19:8–10 (NAS): 8 Zaccheus stopped 
and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my 
possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have 
defrauded anyone of anything, I will give back four 
times as much.”  9 And Jesus said to him, “Today 
salvation has come to this house, because he, too, 
is a son of Abraham.  10 “For the Son of Man has 
come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
—In the first narrative we meet a man that is trying to 
serve two masters; God and money.  
——Then we meet Zacchaeus and he repents of His 
greed.  
———“One man repents; one man retreats.  One man 
is saved; one man is separated.”—Christ—Centered 
Exposition Commentary.  
————God wants our hearts, He wants us to know 
that all we have is His, it belongs to Him, and He has 
entrusted us with things so that we can honor and glorify 
Him with our things.

So, what do we take away from this message?  What is 
our practical application?  
—God is unchanging.  His unchanging nature is good 
for us who are constantly changing and live in a 
constantly changing world.  
——Rest in the knowledge of God’s unchanging nature 
and know that He is a rock that is firm and unmovable.  
———Where we spend our money reveals where our 
hearts are.  
————Are you trusting God with your finances?  Is 
your giving an act of worship or obligation?  

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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