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Last week we looked at the messenger of God coming, 
preparing the way before the Lord. 
—We saw that God sent a messenger to prepare the 
way because we needed a messenger and because 
God promised He would send a messenger.  
——We saw that the messenger was John the Baptist 
and his message was one of repentance (cleaning of the 
inside), not a physical preparation.  
———We need to conform to the likeness of Christ and 
live our purpose in and through Christ.  

Passage Begins 

Malachi 3:4–5 (NAS): 4 “Then the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the 
days of old and as in former years.
 5 “Then I will draw near to you for judgment; and I 
will be a swift witness against the sorcerers and 
against the adulterers and against those who swear 
falsely, and against those who oppress the wage 
earner in his wages, the widow and the orphan, and 
those who turn aside the alien and do not fear Me,” 
says the Lord of hosts.

These verses are best understood when taking the 
previous verse into account as well.  
—So, Israel had made a wrong assessment of God and 
treatment of evil people.  This happens in 2:17.  
——This accusation was responded to by God telling 
Israel that He would become the messenger of the 
covenant(Jesus) will be the one who refines and who 
cleanses.  
———They expected this refining and cleansing to be 
physical cleansing of Israel and they did not understand 
it would be a spiritual cleaning of people.  
————We have seen that Israel was walking through 
the motions spiritually but doing the physical things right. 
—————So, God’s confrontation with Israel’s priest 
and people is one of spiritual heart problem.  
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What God is telling Israel is that when Jesus comes and 
He brings the refining fire, He will purify for Himself a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, whose offerings will be 
pleasing to Him as the offering of Israel use to be.  
—In verse 3 God is compared to refiner of precious 
metals.  
——He has them in the fire and is bringing out the 
imperfection in the precious metals.  This is a messy 
process and it is not elegant or easy.  
———Here in verse 4 we see the product of purification.  
————God’s craftsmanship begins.  He is like that of 
crafters, jewelers, or an artisan working with this metal 
He has just refined.   
—————G. A. Klingbeil wrote, God’s refining of his 
people always involves a concrete goal or purpose, i.e., 
cleaning and purification.  Something precious will result 
from the process.”  

This pleasing offering God has not had from Israel on a 
regular basis.   
—READ: Hosea 9:4 (NAS):  4 They will not pour out 
drink offerings of wine to the Lord, Their sacrifices 
will not please Him.  Their bread will be like 
mourners’ bread; All who eat of it will be defiled, For 
their bread will be for themselves alone; It will not 
enter the house of the Lord.
——Once God has come to bring refining and cleansing 
like humanity has never experienced right and pleasing 
offerings will come from His people and His priests.  
———The law which the Israelites attempted to live by 
and only pointed humanity to their need for refining and 
cleansing.  
————READ: Hebrews 10:1 (NAS): 1 For the Law, 
since it has only a shadow of the good things to 
come and not the very form of things, can never, by 
the same sacrifices which they offer continually year 
by year, make perfect those who draw near.
—————The “good things to come” was the 
messenger of the covenant, Jesus Christ.  
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He is the one who takes the condemnation, the one who 
sets us free, He is the offering for all sin, and He is 
fulfillment of the law for those who accept Him, live in 
relationship with Him, and live according to the Spirit.
—READ: Romans 8:1–4 (NAS): 1 Therefore there is 
now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of 
death.  3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it 
was through the flesh, God did: sending His own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering 
for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the 
requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who 
do not walk according to the flesh but according to 
the Spirit.
——This is how a person can live by the law.  Not under 
their power, not because their offering qualifies them but 
because Christ refines, cleanses, and changes a 
person’s true character.  
———With Christ in our lives and as the deciding factor 
in our lives there becomes true lasting meaning in every 
offering we give.  
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5 “Then I will draw near to you for judgment; and I 
will be a swift witness against the sorcerers and 
against the adulterers and against those who swear 
falsely, and against those who oppress the wage 
earner in his wages, the widow and the orphan, and 
those who turn aside the alien and do not fear Me,” 
says the Lord of hosts.

God then tells Israel that He will draw near to them for 
judgment.  
—God is now the key witness in the judgment and He is 
also the judge.  
——So what God witnesses, He will also judge and God 
witnesses everything.  
———He knows every thought we have, He sees every 
action make, and He knows every motive behind what 
we think and do.  
————READ: Proverbs 15:3 (NAS): 3 The eyes of 
the Lord are in every place, Watching the evil and 
the good.
————READ: Hebrews 4:13 (NAS): 13 And there is 
no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are 
open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we 
have to do.
————READ: Jeremiah 23:24 (NAS): 24 “Can a 
man hide himself in hiding places So I do not see 
him?” declares the Lord.  “Do I not fill the heavens 
and the earth?” declares the Lord.

Scripture:

4



This is what the Israelites asked for isn’t it?  
—READ: Malachi 2:17 (NAS): 17 You have wearied 
the Lord with your words. Yet you say, “How have 
we wearied Him?” In that you say, “Everyone who 
does evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and He 
delights in them,” or, “Where is the God of justice?”
——They asked for God’s justice and God has promises 
He will “draw near to them for judgment.”  
———They want justice on those that are evil but they 
don’t realize that they are in the group of those that do 
evil.  
————This is a good lesson for us as well. We are 
good at seeing sin in others but missing our sin.  
—————READ: Matthew 7:3–5 (NAS): 3 “Why do 
you look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye, 
but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?  4 
“Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take 
the speck out of your eye,’ and behold, the log is in 
your own eye?  5 “You hypocrite, first take the log 
out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to 
take the speck out of your brother’s eye.
——————Often times when we are speck finding in 
other those same specks are part of the logs in our 
eyes.  
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5 “Then I will draw near to you for judgment; and I 
will be a swift witness against the sorcerers and 
against the adulterers and against those who swear 
falsely, and against those who oppress the wage 
earner in his wages, the widow and the orphan, and 
those who turn aside the alien and do not fear Me,” 
says the Lord of hosts.

These sins which are listed here are sins that could be 
punishable by death according to the law.  
—These sins listed are all things that Israel is doing.  So 
as God is making this list, these are all things that God 
is testifying against Israel.   
——These are the evils that Israel has been committing.  
———The list starts with sorcery.  This is those who 
practice dark arts.  
————These things have been condemned in the law 
and really sorcery here in Malachi is pointing to the 
people looking elsewhere for money, power, and 
success.  
—————The Israelites were looking to foreign gods, 
consulting with these foreign gods, simple magic, and 
the like.  
——————READ: Deuteronomy 18:10–11 (NAS): 
10 “There shall not be found among you anyone 
who makes his son or his daughter pass through 
the fire, one who uses divination, one who practices 
witchcraft, or one who interprets omens, or a 
sorcerer, 11 or one who casts a spell, or a medium, 
or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead.

The second sin on this list is adulterers.  
—READ: Deuteronomy 5:18 (NAS): 18 ‘You shall not 
commit adultery.
——This sin destroys the family, deteriorating morals, 
and in turn, society is destroyed. 
———What has Israel been doing?  They have been 
committing adultery with neighboring countries’ women.  
————But even worse they have be unfaithful to God 
almighty.  
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5 “Then I will draw near to you for judgment; and I 
will be a swift witness against the sorcerers and 
against the adulterers and against those who swear 
falsely, and against those who oppress the wage 
earner in his wages, the widow and the orphan, and 
those who turn aside the alien and do not fear Me,” 
says the Lord of hosts.

The next on the list is swearing falsely.  
—This is lying under oath, this is lying, and being 
deceptive.  
——READ: Exodus 20:16 (NAS): 16 “You shall not 
bear false witness against your neighbor.
——READ: Proverbs 12:22 (NAS): 22 Lying lips are 
an abomination to the Lord, But those who deal 
faithfully are His delight.
———Truthfulness is what God wants from each and 
everyone of us.  
————Israel was bearing false witness against God to 
the nations.  

Then God moves to a lack of concern Israel has for 
people.   
—God comments about not paying those that work for 
people what is right, not taking care of the orphan and 
the widow, and not helping the foreigner who is in need.  
——God’s judgment will fall on those who do not care 
for others.  
———READ: Matthew 22:36–40 (NAS): 36 “Teacher, 
which is the great commandment in the Law?”  37 
And He said to him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.’  38 “This is the great 
and foremost commandment.  39 “The second is like 
it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  40 “On 
these two commandments depend the whole Law 
and the Prophets.”
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Right now the Israelites in Malachi’s time are looking 
pretty bad.  
—They commit all of these types of sins and they don’t 
even know they are.  
——Then they ask God for justice on everyone else who 
sins in these ways; and not justice on themselves.
———Their deepest problem is they have a lack of fear 
for God.  
————It becomes very easy for us to sit back and 
judge the Israelites.  
—————But in many ways we are just like them or we 
are so close to them.

5 “Then I will draw near to you for judgment; and I 
will be a swift witness against the sorcerers and 
against the adulterers and against those who swear 
falsely, and against those who oppress the wage 
earner in his wages, the widow and the orphan, and 
those who turn aside the alien and do not fear Me,” 
says the Lord of hosts.

So what do we take from this message?  How do we 
apply it to our lives? 
—We are guilty of sorcery when we worship false gods 
and follow them instead of God.  
—We are adulterers when we commit adultery,….but 
also when we, the bride of Christ, leave God for 
something else.  
—We can swear falsely when we do not represent Christ 
well to the world that we are sent to.  
—Then our second biggest issue in America today, we 
do not care for others.  
—And now our biggest issue in America today, we have 
lost our fear for God.  

 
—
—
—
—
—
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