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So the last 4 weeks we have looked at the advent topics 
in our sermon time. 
—We looked at the hope there is in God’s name, we 
looked at the love God has for us, then we saw the joy 
of Jesus, and last week we looked at the peace that 
there is when we are serving God right.  
——We looked at how when the people of God are 
walking, how we should we take peace to the nation, 
and when we know God we have peace no matter what 
story life is throwing at us.  
———When we honor God and bring Him glory we are 
at peace with Him.  

INTRODUCTION: 

So as I am preparing this Christmas I had to break from 
our current place in Malachi.  
—Listen to this, “Malachi 1:14–2:3 (NAS):  14 “But 
cursed be the swindler who has a male in his flock 
and vows it, but sacrifices a blemished animal to the 
Lord, for I am a great King,” says the Lord of hosts, 
“and My name is feared among the nations.” 1 “And 
now this commandment is for you, O priests. 2 “If 
you do not listen, and if you do not take it to heart to 
give honor to My name,” says the Lord of hosts, 
“then I will send the curse upon you and I will curse 
your blessings; and indeed, I have cursed them 
already, because you are not taking it to heart. 3 
“Behold, I am going to rebuke your offspring, and I 
will spread refuse on your faces, the refuse of your 
feasts; and you will be taken away with it.
——I am not saying that there is not Christmas in there 
but I wanted to be a bit more encouraging today.  
———So instead we are going to look at the Messiah 
coming in Malachi 3.  
————We will see how God will come in the flesh to 
be the Savior that Israel and we need.  
—————We will see that Jesus is the Messiah, savior, 
conqueror who appeared suddenly at His first incarnate 
and will appear suddenly at His second incarnate.  
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Passage Begins 

Malachi 3:1 (NAS):  1 “Behold, I am going to send My 
messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. And 
the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His 
temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in 
whom you delight, behold, He is coming,” says the 
Lord of hosts.

Way back in October when we stared our Malachi study 
we looked at the fact that Israel was waiting.  
—Israel had been waiting for several things.  
——They were waiting for God to shake the heavens 
and the nations will bring their wealth and God to fill His 
dwelling place; we learn this from Haggai 2.  
———Then Zechariah 9 teaches us that God promised 
their king is coming with salvation.  
————Zechariah continues in chapter 14 telling them 
that the king will be king over the whole earth.  
—————Well, Malachi here in Chapter 3 also speaks 
of the Lord who they want will come.  

But what Malachi tells them here is that He is not going 
to be the Lord they want to come.  
—So we see that a messenger is going to “clear the way 
“ before the Lord coming.  
——Many of the commentators will argue about who this 
messenger is.  
———They will argue it is John the Baptist, Malachi, or 
even Jesus Himself.  
————We are not going to focus on that this morning.  
—————We need to know that a messenger has 
come to make the way clear before as the passage 
says, “me,” and then continues with “the Lord, whom 
you seek.”  
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To me this a great key for us and the Israelites in 
Malachi that the Lord that was coming was also coming 
from the one being quoted by Malachi; God.  
—This Lord that Israel had wanted and has waited for 
was going to be God almighty.  
——This is why Jesus says READ: John 10:30 (NAS):  
30 “I and the Father are one.”
——READ: John 8:58 (NAS):  58 Jesus said to them, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, 
I am.”
——READ: Colossians 2:9 (NAS):  9 For in Him all 
the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,
——READ: 1 John 5:20 (NAS):  20 And we know that 
the Son of God has come, and has given us 
understanding so that we may know Him who is 
true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son 
Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.

The Lord they wanted was one that would conquer and 
would make the nation of Israel great again.  
—The Lord they got was God almighty who was 
concerned with more than just Israel.  
——He was there to conquer more than the Romans but 
he set out to conquer sin, death, Satan, and bring victory 
to all humanity who would follow Him.   
———READ: Colossians 2:13–15 (NAS):  13 When 
you were dead in your transgressions and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive 
together with Him, having forgiven us all our 
transgressions,14 having canceled out the 
certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, 
which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of 
the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 When He 
had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a 
public display of them, having triumphed over them 
through Him.
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Then we see that the Messiah, God, Savior, Jesus 
would appear suddenly.  
—The Christ Centered Exposition Commentary said, 
“‘Suddenly’ does not mean ‘quickly.’  ‘Suddenly’ refers to 
the way He will come—at a moment the Israelites least 
expect, similarly to how He will return (1 Thess. 5:2).”
——READ: 1 Thessalonians 5:2 (NAS):  2 For you 
yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord 
will come just like a thief in the night.
———1 Thessalonians is speaking of Jesus’ second 
coming but the suddenness of His first and second 
coming will be similar.  
————When Jesus takes on flesh and is born it is 
around 400 years between Malachi, the last words from 
God in the Old Testament, to Jesus’ birth and ministry.   
—————His birth was announced with heavenly 
trumpets and angels proclaiming now is the time of the 
Messiah to everyone.  

Israel basically had no clue that the Messiah was born 
unless you were a shepherd out in a field late one night. 
—READ: Luke 2:8–9 (NAS):  8 In the same region 
there were some shepherds staying out in the fields 
and keeping watch over their flock by night.  9 And 
an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and 
they were terribly frightened.
——There was not a special temple built, no special 
fortress, palace, or thing like that built for the birth and 
arrival of the Messiah.  
———His arrival was unexpected in time and in the way 
that He came to the earth.  
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Interestingly enough the passage talks about the Savior, 
Messiah, Jesus coming to His temple.  
—In context of what Malachi is confronting in his book 
we can see Jesus coming to His temple to clean it out.  
——READ: Mark 11:15–17 (NAS):  15 Then they 
*came to Jerusalem. And He entered the temple and 
began to drive out those who were buying and 
selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of 
the money changers and the seats of those who 
were selling doves; 16 and He would not permit 
anyone to carry merchandise through the temple. 17 
And He began to teach and say to them, “Is it not 
written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer 
for all the nations’? But you have made it a 
robbers’ den.”
———This physical cleansing is just a foreshadowing of 
the cleansing that will happen to the temple.  
————READ: Ephesians 2:19–22 (NAS):  19 So 
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you 
are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s 
household, 20 having been built on the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself 
being the corner stone, 21 in whom the whole 
building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy 
temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being 
built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.
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The Christ Centered Exposition Commentary said, “God 
is both the proclaimer of the messenger and purifier of 
His people.”  
—God will purify His people.  He came and lived the life 
none of could live, so that we could be purified from all 
our impurities.  
——READ: 1 John 1:9 (NAS):  9 If we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
——READ: Titus 3:5–7 (NAS):  5 He saved us, not on 
the basis of deeds which we have done in 
righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy 
Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us richly through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by 
His grace we would be made heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life.

What is our practical application?  What do we take 
away from this message? 
—God tells us what He is going to do; are we listening?  
——Often times we want God to be conqueror of one 
thing but God is working on something way bigger than 
the one thing we want Him to be conqueror of.  
———Jesus suddenly appeared the first time He came 
to earth and He will suddenly appear the second time.  
Are you ready for Him to come back?  Is your family, 
friends, neighbors?   
————If you are a believer in Christ; how are you 
being the temple of God?  Are you in need of a 
cleansing or are you being a place of worship and 
glorification of God?  
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