
Treasure or Treason
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

So last week we talked about New Testament hope and 
that God is the hero.  
—We talked about how Israel was going through the 
motion on the outside but they were not making any 
changes on the inside.  
——Because they were going through the motions on 
the outside and not changing the inside was enough, 
they expected God to give them what they wanted.  
———But God is not Santa Claus.  He wants a total 
change and not just an outside change.  
————The Israelites were under the impression that if 
they did something then God would give them 
something in return. 
—————That is not the way that God works.  That is 
not the way our relationship with God should ever be 
looked at.  

INTRODUCTION: 

We will talk about the treasures of God today. 
—We are going to look at the difference between 2 
groups: one who disobeyed God and one who feared 
God.  
——We will see that it is important for us to have a 
reverence for God that controls are lives.
———We will see that our actions can never save us 
but it is Jesus who saves us.  

Passage Begins 
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Malachi 3:16–18 (NAS): 16 Then those who feared 
the Lord spoke to one another, and the Lord gave 
attention and heard it, and a book of remembrance 
was written before Him for those who fear the Lord 
and who esteem His name.
 17 “They will be Mine,” says the Lord of hosts, “on 
the day that I prepare My own possession, and I will 
spare them as a man spares his own son who 
serves him.”
 18 So you will again distinguish between the 
righteous and the wicked, between one who serves 
God and one who does not serve Him.

So we have seen in the pervious verse those who 
expect from God things even thought they are straying 
from God.
—We saw this group expect things from God because of 
their half hearted following of God.  
——Here in verse 16-18 we see a different group of 
people.  
———We see a group of people who fear God and who 
make His name great.  
————What is the difference that we find out between 
the two different groups?
—————Do we know the deeds of the second group?  
No.  
——————We don’t know what they were physically 
doing; there is not description. 

We do know the deeds/action of those that were not not 
fearing God and making His name great.   
—I count 20 acts of the none God fears in Malachi.  
——1. Not honoring God, 2. Not fearing God, 3. 
Despising God’s name, 4. Speaking poorly of God, 5. 
Offering blind animals for sacrifice, 6. Offering lame or 
sick animals for sacrifice, 7. Bringing sacrifice that have 
been taken by violence, 8. Make a vow but not live up to 
it, 9. Cause others to stumble, 10. Corrupt covenants, 
11. Faithless to one another, 12. Committing 
abominations, 13. Marry daughters of foreign gods, 14. 
Unfaithfulness to wife, 15. Wearied the Lord with there 
words, 16. Practice sorcery, committed adultery, swear 
falsely, don’t pay people what they are supposed to, 
neglect the widow, fatherless, and the foreigner, not 
fearing God, 17. Turned aside from the word of God, 18. 
robbing God, 19. Having hard words against God, 20. 
Walking as in mourning but not actually mourning.  
———Listen to what we know about those who fear 
God from Malachi: 1. They have life and peace in 
covenant with God, 2. They give true instruction and 
speak truth, 3. Walk with God in peace and uprightness, 
4. Turns many from iniquity, 5. Fears God, 6. They will 
be God’s treasured possession.  
————What a difference in the list there.  
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When looking at those lists one is focused on actions 
and the other is focused on attitude.  
—Those that fear God have a reverence for Him that is 
appropriate and right.  
——We see this group that is spoken of in verse 16-18 
have a right reverence and respect for God. 
———That right reverence and respect for God show in 
what God does for them.  
————The passage doesn’t tell us that God gets them 
golden houses with everything they want.  
—————No, God gives them life, peace, true 
instruction, truth, life lived in peace and uprightness, 
they turn other from sin, and they are God’s treasure.  

See God for who He really is helps us to live in the right 
truthful way. 
—READ: Proverbs 3:7 (NAS): 7 Do not be wise in 
your own eyes; Fear the Lord and turn away from 
evil.
—READ: Proverbs 9:10 (NAS): 10 The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge 
of the Holy One is understanding.
——See a righteous fear/reverence for God not only 
effects the words of person but also the actions.  
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There is a day coming where these 2 groups will be 
separated.  
—Pieter Verhoef wrote, “The Day of the Lord will 
disclose the existence of two groups only: those who 
fear and serve the Lord and those who do not.”  
——God will remember those that are faithful and fear 
Him.  
———This book that was written was kind of like a book 
that a king had his officials write in so as to remember 
then things that happened.  
————This is like when Mordicai saved the king’s life 
in Esther, it was written down in a book of remembrance 
much like what God talks about here.  
—————READ: Esther 6:1–3 (NAS): 1 During that 
night the king could not sleep so he gave an order 
to bring the book of records, the chronicles, and 
they were read before the king.  2 It was found 
written what Mordecai had reported concerning 
Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s eunuchs who 
were doorkeepers, that they had sought to lay hands 
on King Ahasuerus.  3 The king said, “What honor or 
dignity has been bestowed on Mordecai for this?” 
Then the king’s servants who attended him said, 
“Nothing has been done for him.”
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The Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary says this, 
“Notice that all things, not just the good or the bad, are 
recorded for eternity.  God is even recording every time 
you respond in righteousness.  Every time a women 
respects her body and rejects intimacy with another man 
before marriage, God sees and honors that decision.  
Every time a husband refuses to engage in immoral talk 
at work or to be seduced into looking at pornography, 
God recognizes it.  Every time you avert gossip, every 
time you bear the burden of an injustice and refuse to 
lash out, God sees that.  Every time a family opens their 
home to be a Christian witness to the world, God sees 
that.  Every time you share the gospel with a lost family 
member or friend, God sees that, whether or not anyone 
else does.”   
—We see that people of God in Malachi for the most 
part wearied the Lord.  
——I fear that this is what is happening here in America 
today. 
———These people who wearied the Lord claim it is 
worthless to serve God.”  
————But….There are those who fear the Lord and 
God gave them attention.  
—————When we fear God and serve Him as we 
should He notices and give us attention.  
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We see here in verse 17 that God give 2 promises to 
those that have reverence for Him and serve Him. 
—First, they will be God’s treasure and second I will 
show you mercy.  A. W. Tozer said, “The man who has 
God for his treasure has all things in one.”  
——This is a look forward to Jesus Christ in that Jesus 
brings the broken and sinful into clean and righteous. 
———He takes broken creation and makes us into 
treasures.  
————Jesus also extends mercy to humanity His life, 
death, burial, and resurrection.  The Gospel. 
—————He bring grace and mercy to those who will 
follow Him.  
——————READ: John 1:17 (NAS): 17 For the Law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth were 
realized through Jesus Christ. 
———————READ: 1 Timothy 1:12–14 (NAS): 12 I 
thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened 
me, because He considered me faithful, putting me 
into service,13 even though I was formerly a 
blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent 
aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I acted 
ignorantly in unbelief; 14 and the grace of our Lord 
was more than abundant, with the faith and love 
which are found in Christ Jesus.
————————READ: Hebrews 4:16 (NAS): 16 
Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the 
throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need.

Malachi 3:16–18 (NAS): 16 Then those who feared 
the Lord spoke to one another, and the Lord gave 
attention and heard it, and a book of remembrance 
was written before Him for those who fear the Lord 
and who esteem His name.
 17 “They will be Mine,” says the Lord of hosts, “on 
the day that I prepare My own possession, and I will 
spare them as a man spares his own son who 
serves him.”
 18 So you will again distinguish between the 
righteous and the wicked, between one who serves 
God and one who does not serve Him.

God will spare those who are His and who serve Him as 
a son.  
—Because those that are His are adopted as children.
——READ: Romans 8:15 (NAS): 15 For you have not 
received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but 
you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by 
which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”
——READ: Galatians 3:26 (NAS): 26 For you are all 
sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
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Verse 18 points to the day when Jesus takes on flesh 
and comes to this earth for the first time and verse 18 
points to the day the Lord will come again and the real 
distinction between righteous and wicked will be made.  
—Jesus came to reveal the wickedness of the heart of 
man can not be cured through observance of Laws.  
——Jesus came to show that righteousness is achieve 
in heart change that only Christ can make happen when 
we give our lives to Him. 
———One day in the end of all things Christ will come 
back and the line will be drawn.  
————Those in a relationship with Christ will continue 
in relationship with Christ in perfection for all eternity.  
—————Those who have pushed Christ away will be 
separated from Christ for all eternity to endure 
punishment.  

What is our practical application?  What do we take 
away from this message?  
—Our deeds/actions with be peaceful, upright, full life, 
and turning others from sin when we fear God.  
——When we try to work our way there we end up doing 
a lot of things but most of those things turn out bad.  
———The things we do will be remembered even if we 
forget them and even if no one sees them.  
————We can be God’s treasure; His children or we 
can be His enemy.  There is no in between.  
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