
Life, License, Legalism
Scripture:

Announcements:

Passage Begins 

Malachi 3:12–15 (NAS): 12 “All the nations will call 
you blessed, for you shall be a delightful land,” says 
the Lord of hosts.

As I was preparing to write this sermon I listened to 
another sermon.  
—It was by John Piper on Malachi 3:6-12 and at the end 
of Piper’s sermon he said this, “Tithing is like kissing 
your wife and playing with your sons and walking in the 
snow, because it comes back to you in years of wifely 
faithfulness.  It comes back to you in sons who grow up 
in righteousness.  And it comes back to you as the snow 
and the white and the quiet take the frenzy out of your 
heart.”  
——I found this an interesting way of looking at tithing 
because I don’t think about kissing my wife as a duty, or 
playing with my kids as a duty, or enjoying the nature 
around as a duty but as a privilege.  
———Once again we need a perspective change on 
how we do the things that we do.  
————Especially when it comes to giving back to God 
what is His in the first place.  
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In that same thought we have verse 12 where if Israel is 
obedient to God, if they are faithful, and if they trust God 
all the nations will call them blessed.  
—Just as when you see a good marriage that has stood 
the test of time warms your heart and where you see 
children respect and love their father for the love and the 
lesson that the father gave the children, this is what the 
nations around Israel will see in them.  
——God tells Israel that they will prosper, they will have 
a good reputation, and in their prospering and good 
reputation, their witness to the other nations before God 
would be right and good.  
———The Christ-Center Exposition Commentary says, 
“If Israel exalts the name of the Lord, He will exalt their 
name among their neighbors.”  
————Those nations that had taken Israel over when 
they had turned from God will now proclaim them 
blessed.  
—————Those nations will see what the favor of the 
God of the universe looks like.  

When Israel turned to God in faith, trust, and obedience 
they thrived as a people and among the nations.  
—When we unite to God in faith in Jesus Christ, and 
trust that God has a plan, and live in obedience to God 
we will thrive as well.  
——There is something about a person who really 
believes and lives what they believe that attracts people 
to them.  
———God calls us to be those people that are different 
and shine in the dark place.  
————READ: Philippians 2:14–15 (ESV): 14 Do all 
things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that you 
may be blameless and innocent, children of God 
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and 
twisted generation, among whom you shine as 
lights in the world,
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This is bigger than just Israel being called blessed and 
and a land of delight.  
—Remember that Israel the nation would be devastated 
in 70 AD and when Jesus came they were under Roman 
rule.   
——So, what is the bigger picture here in Malachi 3?  
———This is the foundation for New Testament hope.  
————New Testament hope looks not to a physical 
kingdom and regaining of the physical land. 
—————New Testament hope is not about us and 
what we want, but it is about God and what He will do: 
READ: Isaiah 65:17–19 (NAS): 17 “For behold, I 
create new heavens and a new earth; And the former 
things will not be remembered or come to mind. 18 
“But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; For 
behold, I create Jerusalem for rejoicing And her 
people for gladness.  19 “I will also rejoice in 
Jerusalem and be glad in My people; And there will 
no longer be heard in her The voice of weeping and 
the sound of crying.

New Testament hope is not just about the new heavens 
and the new earth but also about God being made great 
because of the nations will see His goodness. 
—The nations will see the blessings God bestows on us 
and they will see a life and way of delight not because of 
us but because of God.  
——He is the true hero.  He is one that deserve the 
credit for Israel being great, He deserves the credit for 
yours and my life transformation.  
———We know something that Malachi did not know.  
We know how all this turns out. 
————We know Israel did not obey and give God their 
all.  
—————We know they did not repent and make the 
changes that God called them too.  
——————So, we also know that this prophecy has to 
reach beyond Israel.  
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13 “Your words have been arrogant against Me,” 
says the Lord. “Yet you say, ‘What have we spoken 
against You?’
 14 “You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God; and what 
profit is it that we have kept His charge, and that we 
have walked in mourning before the Lord of hosts?
 15 ‘So now we call the arrogant blessed; not only 
are the doers of wickedness built up but they also 
test God and escape.’ ”

God continues the indictment/He continues with the 
charges against Israel.  
—He had already told them that they need to be careful 
with their words.  
——READ: Malachi 2:17 (NAS): 17 You have wearied 
the Lord with your words. Yet you say, “How have 
we wearied Him?” In that you say, “Everyone who 
does evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and He 
delights in them,” or, “Where is the God of justice?”
———So, here we see the Israelites saying a lot of 
things that make God out to be the bad guy, Israel to be 
the victims, and wicked as the hero’s.  
————They have grossly miss interpreted what is 
going on here.  
—————But why?  How could they get it so wrong?  

The Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary says, “He 
(God) uncover deep-rooted sin through their lack of 
generosity.  God called the people to trust Him.  In return 
he would pour out His blessings if they committed 
themselves totally to Him.” 
—So the root of the problem is separation/rebellion from 
God.  
——They ask as God has accused them of separating 
themselves, how they have separated themselves.  
———God pointed to the things they have been saying.  
————So, what have they said?  
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They said, “It is vain to serve God.”  
—They believed it was useless to serve God.  
——They got nothing out of serving God and to them it 
was a waste of time.  
———They went through the motions.  Religious rituals 
had become a way of life for them. 
————They would do these religious things not out of 
service to God but out of obligation due to their culture, 
government, and history.  
—————READ: 1 Samuel 12:24 (NAS): 24 “Only 
fear the Lord and serve Him in truth with all your 
heart; for consider what great things He has done 
for you.
—————READ: Colossians 3:17 (NAS): 17 
Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God 
the Father.

The Israelites next claim is that they have repented and 
God still had not done anything.  
—They had felt like they had obeyed but God had not 
given them profit.  
——The passage says they are, “walking as in 
mourning.”  
———This description caught my attention.  They were 
actually walking around in mourning attire.  
————Pieter Verhoef wrote, “They have voluntarily 
submitted themselves to the rites in connection with 
mourning and penitence to please the Lord, but 
according to them it all was of no avail.  Their 
experience contradicted the law of retribution, and they 
arrogantly came to the conclusion that it does not pay to 
be righteous.”  
—————They problem was not God; the problem is 
never God.  The problem is Israel.  
——————They thought their outer performance was 
what mattered.  Verhoef wrote, “The problem, however, 
was that the people were satisfied not only with 
defective service to God, but also with a purely external 
form of service.”  
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See the problem is that Israel thought much like people 
today, if they do something, they deserve something in 
return.  
—This is the way of the world but this is not the way of 
God.  
——If you are serving God because you are expecting 
Him to do something in return, you are serving for the 
wrong reason.  
———This life is not about you!! Your life is not about 
you!! Your service to God is not about you!!  The Bible is 
not about you!!  It is all about God!!  It always has been.  
————The Christ-Centered Exposition commentary 
says, “You can do the right thing with the wrong motive 
and miss the point completely, which is exactly what the 
people of Israel were doing.  They were checking boxes 
in the ministry.  They were filling out blanks under the 
headers ‘stuff we’ve done for God.’  But they missed the 
heart of why they were doing it for the Lord.”   
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So verse 15 is the proof of their incorrect attitude.  
—The New American Commentary says this of their 
attitude, “Not only is God not punishing the wicked, but 
he is also not rewarding the righteous.  Therefore, since 
in their minds life is about prosperity, it is better to be 
wicked than righteous.”  
——Their view of God was so wrong and their attitude 
was so off and the proof was their selfishness and 
greed.  
———The New American Commentary adds, “These 
people were not interested in righteousness or in a 
relationship with God, only in ‘gain,’ that is, profit, the 
bottom line, material prosperity.”  
————These people are in stark contrast to the 
Psalmist in Psalms 73–READ: Psalm 73:25–28 (NAS): 
25 Whom have I in heaven but You?  And besides 
You, I desire nothing on earth.  26 My flesh and my 
heart may fail, But God is the strength of my heart 
and my portion forever.  27 For, behold, those who 
are far from You will perish;You have destroyed all 
those who are unfaithful to You. 28 But as for me, 
the nearness of God is my good; I have made the 
Lord God my refuge, That I may tell of all Your 
works.
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These people had gotten to the point were God’s laws 
were useless.  
—How does one get to this point?  
——The Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary helps 
us understand 2 ways that this can happen. 
———License is the first ways someone can get to this 
point.  
————“License is the idea that, since we’ve been 
saved by grace through Christ, we are free in the Spriit 
to do as we please and indulge whatever we want, even 
if it opens the door for sin.”  
—————Paul refute that false teaching: READ: 
Romans 6:1–2 (NAS): 1 What shall we say then? Are 
we to continue in sin so that grace may increase?
 2 May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still 
live in it?

The second way someone can get this point is legalism.  
—“Legalism (is) putting fences around the law to protect 
yourself from breaking it.”  
——Legalism is excessive adherence to the law.  
———Well how can that be wrong?  
————When we put so many fences around the law 
or when we are excessive with the law then the law itself 
changes.  
—————Jesus criticized the religious leaders for their 
legalism on several occasions: READ: Matthew 23:23–
24 (NAS): 23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cummin, 
and have neglected the weightier provisions of the 
law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these 
are the things you should have done without 
neglecting the others.  24 “You blind guides, who 
strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!
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