
This is a Test
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we talked about the immutability of God.  
—The unchangingness of God is important to the gospel  
because God wants to dwell with us and live in peace 
with us.  
——God, because of His unchangingness, wants to live 
with us and in peace with us but He is righteous and 
just, we have to surrender, hand our lives over, to Him.  
———2 Weeks ago we talked about money.  
————We looked at how we spend our money and 
that reveals our hearts.  
—————We asked the question, are we trusting God 
with our finances and are we giving as an act of 
worship?  

INTRODUCTION: 

You say that is great Jeremy, yeah you talked about 
money but why are you bringing that up again?  
—Today we are going to talk about money again. Yay!!!
——We will also talk about what God means when He 
tells the Israelites to test Him.  
———We will see how God wants our obedience and 
our obedience is also a way of revealing our hearts.  
————We will see how God wants to prove Himself to 
us but that means that we have to step out and trust 
Him.  

Passage Begins 
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Malachi 3:10–11 (NAS): 10 “Bring the whole tithe into 
the storehouse, so that there may be food in My 
house, and test Me now in this,” says the Lord of 
hosts, “if I will not open for you the windows of 
heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it 
overflows.
 11 “Then I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that 
it will not destroy the fruits of the ground; nor will 
your vine in the field cast its grapes,” says the Lord 
of hosts.

Verse 10 is a very interesting verse.  It can be 
interpreted several different ways.  
—It can be used by prosperity gospel guys to get people 
to give to their purpose.  
——It can have a huge impact on us as Christians if we 
understand it and understand the significance of this 
verse.  
———What we need to understand from this passage is 
that the “flood gates” the windows of heaven are opened 
when obedience is lived out.  
————What do I mean by that?  Does that mean that I 
can ask for anything I want and God will give it to me if I 
am obeying Him?  NO!!!!
—————What we need to look into is what is true 
obedience that opens the widows of heaven.  

In the context of Malachi, let’s look at what true 
obedience looks like that leads to blessings that 
overflow from God.  
—Based on verse 6 of chapter 3 we need to be 
changing into the likeness of Jesus Christ.
——READ: Matthew 20:27–28 (NAS): 27 and 
whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your 
slave; 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom 
for many.”
——READ: Philippians 2:5–9 (NAS): 5 Have this 
attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ 
Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a 
bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of 
men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross.  9 For this reason 
also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him 
the name which is above every name,
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As we looked at 3:6-10 we saw that we should give our 
tithe for the running of the church and care of others, but 
also we should give out of worship for God of our stuff.  
—We saw that it is all His anyway.  
——READ: 2 Corinthians 9:7 (NAS): 7 Each one 
must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not 
grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.
——READ: James 2:15–17 (NAS): 15 If a brother or 
sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,
 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be 
warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not give them 
what is necessary for their body, what use is that?
 17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being 
by itself.

We spend quite some time looking at how we need to be 
spiritually clean. 
—We saw that obedience includes our words and what 
we say. 
——Obedience includes living in a right marriage 
relationship for those that are married and for those that 
are single you need to be faithful to God with your mind 
and life. 
———Obedience is not seeking out the fake things but 
living by what is real.  
————We have seen throughout the book of Malachi 
so far that obedience is being faithful, offering righteous 
sacrifices, being committed to God, being a good 
witness to the lost for God, and Christians should be 
different from the world around them.  
—————The obedience that opens the “windows of 
heaven” is not a moralistic obedience.  
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This obedience is not “do enough good and good will 
come back to you” kind of obedience.  
—What kind of obedience is God asking Israel to do in 
verse 10?  
——It is a faithful obedience.  It is a trusting obedience.  
It is a loving obedience.  It is a sacrificial obedience.  It is 
a God honoring and God glorifying obedience.  
———This is what God was asking Israel to do when 
He was calling them into obedience that opens the 
windows of heaven to them.  
————He says bring the “whole tithe” meaning don’t 
hold anything back from me.  

The Levites did not own land and were dependent on 
Israel for their provision.   
—The Levites were dependent on the nation of Israel as 
the nation of Israel was to be dependent on God.  
——The New American Commentary says, “The Levites 
were to be a constant reminder that Israel was to be 
dependent on the Lord.”  
———The Levites had God as their inheritance; they did 
not have properties that were theirs but they had God to 
enjoy
————READ: Deuteronomy 10:9 (NAS): 9 
Therefore, Levi does not have a portion or 
inheritance with his brothers; the Lord is his 
inheritance, just as the Lord your God spoke to 
him.)
—————The New American Commentary continued 
and said, “So ‘if the Levites are neglected, it is not 
simply a sign of disobedience, but of a falling away from 
the relationship which the Levites themselves model.’” 
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Once again God did not need the money of the 
Israelites; He wanted their hearts.  
—The Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary says, “A 
closed hand is unable to receive a blessing.  With a 
generous, open hand, you are opening yourself up to 
receive God’s blessings.”   
——The temple’s storehouse had various different 
rooms which contained different goods.  
———God required that His people give so that these 
rooms would be full so the Levites/Priest could live and 
do the things they needed to do for God.  
————God, knowing that Israel has dropped the ball 
on filling the storehouse, would offer up some excuse or 
complaint so God tells them to, “test Me.”  
—————The Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary 
says, “They thought, ‘We can’t afford to give.’  God 
corrects them, ‘No, you can’t afford not to give.  Test 
Me.’”

Wait a minute.  There is that verse that says we are not 
supposed to test God.  Nice try.  
—Jesus quotes this is Luke 4:12 when Satan is trying to 
get Jesus to sin: READ: Luke 4:12 (NAS): 12 And 
Jesus answered and said to him, “It is said, ‘You 
shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ”
——These testings are different types of testings. 
———The testing in Luke where Satan is trying to get 
Jesus to test God is like taking Philippians 4:13 out of 
context test. 
————READ: Philippians 4:13 (NAS): 13 I can do 
all things through Him who strengthens me.
—————This verse is used to test God: I can stop 
bullets with my hand because I can do all things through 
Him; I can jump off this 3 story building because I can do 
all things through Him.  
——————Right?  No.  What is the context of 
Philippians 4:13?  
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The context is being content in any circumstance that 
God puts us in.   
—READ: Philippians 4:11–13 (NAS): 11 Not that I 
speak from want, for I have learned to be content in 
whatever circumstances I am. 12 I know how to get 
along with humble means, and I also know how to 
live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I 
have learned the secret of being filled and going 
hungry, both of having abundance and suffering 
need. 13 I can do all things through Him who 
strengthens me.
——The test that God is talking about in Malachi is also 
the test that Paul proves here in Philippians 4.  
———This test that God put on Israel is: discover God’s 
faithfulness.  
————This word test is also used for the refining 
process of precious metals.  
—————This testing that God is speaking of is a 
testing of the quality of God as one test the quality of 
gold.  
——————God is essentially saying, “test my quality 
of blessing that I give to those who obey.  

This is how Paul can say that he is content in whatever 
circumstance.   
—Whether poor or prosperous; hungry or having 
abundance; all things are done in the faith and trust of 
God.   
——Paul had tested God in more situations than you 
and I could probably ever get into and yet God proved 
His quality.  
———When we live in obedience to God not in morality 
alone but with our hearts, mind, soul, and strength He 
opens the heavens with blessings.
————Does that mean whoever has the most money 
is blessed the most?  
—————While money is a blessing it is not the only 
blessing and there is much better blessings than money 
that the God of the universe gives to those who are 
faithful and trust Him.  
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God not only promises to be faithful to Israel and provide 
for their needs, He promises to protect them.  
—The Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary says, 
“So, regardless of whether the “devourer” is insects, fire, 
or an army, God appears to be saying, ‘No matter what 
happens to you, when you are financially faithful to Me, I 
will provide for you.  I will protect you.’”
——I would add when we are financially and spiritually 
faithful to God, He will provide and protect us.  

So what do we take from the message today?  What is 
our practical application?  
—True obedience that opens the windows of heaven to 
the blessing of God is a faithful, trusting, loving, 
sacrificial, God honoring and glorifying obedience.  
——Are these things what characterize your obedience 
to God?  
———Are you faithful enough to God to trust Him to 
provide and protect you?  
————Have you seen the proof of God in your life?  If 
you have not that means that you are not living in a way 
that is trusting God.  
—————Is your hand open or closed to God?  

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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