
In Need of Some Cleaning
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we talked about Israel annoyed God. 
—We saw that Israel agitated God with their words.  
——We saw that we can agitated God as well.  
———We investigate the idea that we say a lot of stuff 
but we don’t follow through with a lot that we say.  
————We saw that God’s justice will come in His time 
and not our time.  
—————His perfect plan is unfolding throughout all of 
redemptive history and we need to be patient and wait 
on Him.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we will spend time looking at the messenger of 
God.  
—We will see why God needed a messenger to come.  
—We will understand that God is sending the 
messenger of the covenant to refine and clean Israel 
and us.  
—We will see that we have to be realistic in our 
assessment of ourselves because we are only fooling 
ourselves.  
—We will see that we need to conform to the likeness of 
Christ and live to our purpose in and through Christ.  

Passage Begins 
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Malachi 3:1–3 (NAS):  1 “Behold, I am going to send 
My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. 
And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come 
to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in 
whom you delight, behold, He is coming,” says the 
Lord of hosts.
 2 “But who can endure the day of His coming? And 
who can stand when He appears? For He is like a 
refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap.
 3 “He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and 
He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, so that they may present to the Lord 
offerings in righteousness.

God in defending His justice, and proving that the 
Israelites statement of chapter 2:17 was wrong God 
sends a messenger.  
—God is sending a messenger to prepare the way 
before Him.  
——Why?  Why does God need to send a messenger 
before Him?  
———Well, first and foremost humanity needed 
someone to come and prepare the way for God.  
————As we see here in Malachi, humanity is not 
ready for the One True God to come and dwell on earth. 
—————So, God must send a messenger before Him 
to prepare them for God incarnate to come.  

Also, God sends a messenger because He said He 
would send a messenger.  
—READ: Isaiah 40:3 (NAS):  3 A voice is calling,
“Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness;
Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God.
—READ: Isaiah 62:10 (NAS): 10 Go through, go 
through the gates, Clear the way for the people; 
Build up, build up the highway, Remove the stones, 
lift up a standard over the peoples.
——God fulfills the promises that He makes to humanity.  
———We needed a messenger and God knew we 
needed a messenger so He promised that He would 
send one.  
————The question is what does clearing the way 
mean?  

Scripture:

2



As I said last week, John the Baptist is thought to be the 
messenger that is preparing the way.  
—So the way that John the Baptist prepares the way for 
God, is as the Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary 
says, “In the first century, and even centuries before 
that, the Jews believed that a person prepared for the 
Lord’s arrival with one’s body.  That is, an individual 
removed distractions or impediments that would hinder 
holiness and, in turn, world hinder intimacy with God.”  
——We are seeing the problem with that way of 
preparation here in Malachi and when Jesus encounters 
the Pharisees.  
———The focus is so much on the physical, the 
outside, that the inside was not even thought of.  
————John’s message was repent!!!  Clean up the 
inside and not just the outside.  
—————John separated himself from society 
normals, he was not concerned with outward 
appearances, and he did not cling to the world but to 
God.  

John was sent to clear or remove the obstacle from the 
path of Jesus Christ.   
—John was to remove the obstacles out of the way: 
READ: Isaiah 57:14 (NAS): 14 And it will be said,
“Build up, build up, prepare the way, Remove every 
obstacle out of the way of My people.”
——So, John got the people to leave the world behind 
and come hear the message of repentance.  
———READ: Matthew 3:1–3 (NAS): 1 Now in those 
days John the Baptist *came, preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea, saying, 2 “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”   3 For this is the 
one referred to by Isaiah the prophet when he said, 
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make 
ready the way of the Lord, Make His paths 
straight!’ ”
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The messenger of the covenant is Jesus Christ.  
—God in the flesh is coming, leaving His place on high 
and coming to people who are not following Him.
——He is coming and bringing the message of hope to 
them.  
———READ: Philippians 2:5–8 (NAS):  Have this 
attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ 
Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a 
bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of 
men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross.
————Jesus came into the world suddenly and He 
came to the temple that would be destroyed soon.  

Malachi 3:1–3 (NAS):  1 “Behold, I am going to send 
My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. 
And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come 
to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in 
whom you delight, behold, He is coming,” says the 
Lord of hosts.

In the New Testament we get a new understanding of 
what the temple is.  
—READ: 1 Corinthians 3:16–17 (NAS): 16 Do you not 
know that you are a temple of God and that the 
Spirit of God dwells in you? 17 If any man destroys 
the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the 
temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.
——Jesus is coming to the physical temple which we 
see several times but He is coming to the new temple as 
well.  
———Both temples are in need of purification.  
————One will be cleansed and the other will be 
destroyed.  
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 2 “But who can endure the day of His coming? And 
who can stand when He appears? For He is like a 
refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap.
 3 “He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and 
He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, so that they may present to the Lord 
offerings in righteousness.

This is a rhetorical question that is asked about the 
Lord’s coming.  
—Some commentators say that this can not be about 
Jesus’ first coming but has to be about His second 
coming.  
——Their argument is that Jesus did not come to refine.  
———The problem with their argument is that while 
Jesus is redeeming He is refining.  
————When Jesus enters our hearts, He is refining.  
—————READ: 1 Peter 1:3–7 (NAS): 3 Blessed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His great mercy has caused us to be 
born again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain an 
inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and 
will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who 
are protected by the power of God through faith for 
a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  6 In 
this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little 
while, if necessary, you have been distressed by 
various trials, 7 so that the proof of your faith, being 
more precious than gold which is perishable, even 
though tested by fire, may be found to result in 
praise and glory and honor at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ;
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The process of refining precious metals involves heating 
the metal so hot that it liquifies.  
—It changes form from what it was into a liquid and the 
impurities are removed from it.  
——Removing the impurities make it of greater worth 
and then the metal will be shaped into what the creator 
wants it to be.  
———So Christians, we live life in refining and shaping.  
————God is refining us and that refining process is 
not easy and it is not fun.  
—————The shaping process is not fun either but 
when we start to take form into what we will one day be, 
we can see our purpose, and the plan that God has for 
us.  
——————READ: 1 Corinthians 3:11–15 (NAS): 11 
For no man can lay a foundation other than the one 
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any 
man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man’s 
work will become evident; for the day will show it 
because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire 
itself will test the quality of each man’s work.  14 If 
any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he 
will receive a reward. 15 If any man’s work is burned 
up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, 
yet so as through fire.
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 2 “But who can endure the day of His coming? And 
who can stand when He appears? For He is like a 
refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap.
 3 “He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and 
He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, so that they may present to the Lord 
offerings in righteousness.

 The Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary says, 
“Only that which glorifies our Lord will stand the test of 
divine fire.  The sin nature with which we have been 
cursed with be destroyed and we will be conformed to 
the image of Christ….Examination of works today is 
better than elimination of blessings tomorrow.” 
—Fuller’s soap is the same idea presented in the 
refining fire.  
——David Bakers wrote, “The fuller (one who cleans 
and thickens cloth by beating and working it) uses a 
special lye soap to clean it.” 
———This cleansing that we need can only come from 
Jesus Christ: READ:Jeremiah 2:22 (NAS): 22 
“Although you wash yourself with lye And use much 
soap, The stain of your iniquity is before Me,” 
declares the Lord God. 
————Jesus’ purpose for coming to earth and living 
the life He did was for restoration not destruction.  
—————The next time He comes it will begin 
destruction. 

So what do we take from this message?  How do we 
apply it to our lives?  
—God prepares us for His working in us.  Just as God 
prepared Israel by telling them He was going to send a 
messenger, then God would come Himself to be the 
restorer, and then refine all humanity.   
——Are you being refined by God?  Are you allowing 
Him to clean you?  Or are you dirtying yourself the 
second God cleans you?  
———Are you allowing God to remove the obstacles in 
your path that are keeping you from Him or are you 
hiding behind the obstacles?   
————We need to be realistic with where we are and 
our path to where we need to be.   
—————God does the heavy lifting but we have to do 
some lifting ourselves?  Are you lifting anything?  
—

Scripture:

7



 
—
—
—
—
—
—

 
—
—
—
—
—
—

 
—
—
—
—
—
—

Scripture:

8


