
4 Things
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we looked at the covenant that God made 
with Levi.  
—We saw how Levi was a godly man and he honored 
the covenant made with God and brought glory to God’s 
name.  
——We contrasted Levi with the priests of Malachi’s 
day.  
———We spent time comparing Levi’s pattern of living 
to how we should be living.  
————Once again we looked at the fact that we need 
Jesus in our lives and we can not do it on our own.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we will look at 4 ways the priests in Malachi failed 
at what they should be doing.  
—We will look into these things and talk about how they 
relate to our lives. 
——We will see how there are consequences to our 
actions and often times God uses these consequences 
to get us back where we should be.  

Passage Begins 

Malachi 2:8–9 (NAS):  8 “But as for you, you have 
turned aside from the way; you have caused many 
to stumble by the instruction; you have corrupted 
the covenant of Levi,” says the Lord of hosts.
 9 “So I also have made you despised and abased 
before all the people, just as you are not keeping My 
ways but are showing partiality in the instruction.

God now confronts the Israelite priests once again in 
this passage here.  
—God tells of all the good stuff that Levi did and then He 
follows that up with, “but as for you.”  
——This is not a good moment here for the priests but it 
is a good learning moment for us.  
———It is always good to learn from other people’s 
mistakes instead of making them yourself.  
————The priests are confronted here on four areas 
of their sin.  
—————So we will look at these four areas and look 
within and see how we are doing in these areas in our 
lives.  
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So the first area of life that they failed was they “turned 
from the way.”  
—Levi walked with the Lord in peace and uprightness 
but these priests turned away.  
——The New American Commentary says, “Their failure 
in the ministry began with failure in their own lives.”  
———What a full statement!!! 
————When things don’t go the way we think they 
should, we start to look at external problems but rarely 
do we look at ourselves.  
—————What God is saying here to the priests is 
that, “you are blaming me for your short falls but I am 
not the one to be blamed; you are.”  

We attempt to blame our issues on everyone else but 
we really need to look at ourselves first and foremost.  
—This is one of the reasons that Jesus tells us to 
inspect our own eye before telling others about theirs.  
——READ: Matthew 7:3–5 (NAS):  3 “Why do you 
look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but 
do not notice the log that is in your own eye?  4 “Or 
how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the 
speck out of your eye,’ and behold, the log is in your 
own eye?  5 “You hypocrite, first take the log out of 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take 
the speck out of your brother’s eye.
———What is even worse is, when we blame God for 
things that are happening, tell God He has made the 
mistake.  
————We say things like, “well God if I had a spouse 
then I wouldn’t ….., If you would provide me enough 
money they I could give you more time, you have made 
me wait too long for….., and I don’t think it is fair that 
you allowed……to happen.  
—————In these statements we are trying to get God 
to do what we want Him to and when He does not, then 
He is wrong.  
——————But the problem is that God is never 
wrong.  He is always right, it is our perspective and 
understanding that is wrong.  
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READ: Psalm 1:1–3 (NAS):  1 How blessed is the 
man who does not walk in the counsel of the 
wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in 
the seat of scoffers!  2 But his delight is in the law of 
the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night.  
3 He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of 
water, Which yields its fruit in its season And its leaf 
does not wither; And in whatever he does, he 
prospers.
—The Israelite priests were living wickedly, and were 
sinning, and were despising and disgracing God’s name 
but yet they wanted the blessings of God. 
——They wanted to bring fruit but were not able to and 
blamed their lack of fruitfulness on God but ultimately it 
was their spiritual unhealthy living that made them 
unfruitful.  

Malachi 2:8–9 (NAS):  8 “But as for you, you have 
turned aside from the way; you have caused many 
to stumble by the instruction; you have corrupted 
the covenant of Levi,” says the Lord of hosts.
 9 “So I also have made you despised and abased 
before all the people, just as you are not keeping My 
ways but are showing partiality in the instruction.

The second area of life that the priests had failed was 
they “have caused many to stumble by the instruction.”  
—We saw that Levi “restored many” but these priests 
caused many to stumble.  
——God wants to lead His people on smooth paths to 
green pastures.  
———READ: Jeremiah 31:9 (NAS):  9 “With weeping 
they will come, And by supplication I will lead them; 
I will make them walk by streams of waters, On a 
straight path in which they will not stumble; For I am 
a father to Israel, And Ephraim is My firstborn.”
———READ: Psalm 23:1–2 (NAS):  1 The Lord is my 
shepherd, I shall not want. 2 He makes me lie down 
in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters.
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The priest, whether on accident or on purpose, were 
causing people to stumble.  
—READ: Jeremiah 18:15 (NAS):  15 ‘For My people 
have forgotten Me, They burn incense to worthless 
gods And they have stumbled from their ways, From 
the ancient paths, To walk in bypaths, Not on a 
highway,
—READ: Hosea 5:5 (NAS):  5 Moreover, the pride of 
Israel testifies against him, And Israel and Ephraim 
stumble in their iniquity; Judah also has stumbled 
with them.
——The New American Commentary says, “‘Stumbling’ 
is how the Bible often describes the failure of sin and its 
disastrous effects.  
———READ: Isaiah 3:8 (NAS):  8 For Jerusalem has 
stumbled and Judah has fallen, Because their 
speech and their actions are against the Lord, To 
rebel against His glorious presence.

It is bad enough that the priests are stumbling 
themselves but now they are causing others to stumble 
as well.  
—The thing about sinning is that we want to make 
sinning okay so we, whether on purpose or on accident, 
cause others to stumble or sin.  
——So the question then has to come; are we causing 
others to stumble, to sin, to move further from God by 
your actions or words?  
———Before you to get to high and mighty; know that 
the way that we represent God with our words and 
actions can be honoring or cause them to stumble.  
————The Pharisees thought they were bringing 
people closer to God but Jesus called them son of 
Satan.  
—————If we are walking in sin we will lead others 
into sin.  
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Jesus says this about those that lead others astray.  
—READ: Mark 9:42 (NAS):  42 “Whoever causes one 
of these little ones who believe to stumble, it would 
be better for him if, with a heavy millstone hung 
around his neck, he had been cast into the sea.
——Little ones, here Jesus is referring to the disciples, 
or those that are poor in spirit, or those that are humble.  
———The Christ centered Exposition Commentary 
says, “(It is as if) Jesus says, ‘If you are a part of 
shipwrecking someone’s faith, it would have been better 
for you to have been drowned with a milestone around 
your neck than to have caused them to stumble.’”
————This reveals the importance that God places on 
our witness to believers and non-believers alike.  

Malachi 2:8–9 (NAS):  8 “But as for you, you have 
turned aside from the way; you have caused many 
to stumble by the instruction; you have corrupted 
the covenant of Levi,” says the Lord of hosts.
 9 “So I also have made you despised and abased 
before all the people, just as you are not keeping My 
ways but are showing partiality in the instruction.

The third area of life that they failed was they “corrupted 
the covenant of Levi.”  
—They did not care about the promises of God.  
——This idea of corrupted is like violation, or damaging 
something to the point that it is useless.  
———The covenant God made with Levi was an 
agreement, a binding oath of promise.  
————These covenants are compared to marriages in 
that they are not to be broken.  
—————We have made a covenant with Christ 
through His blood.  
——————We can have forgiveness of our sins 
through His blood so that we can live in peace and 
fellowship with God.
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This is why when we do the Lord’s Supper we read 1 
Cor. 11.
—READ: 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 (NAS):  23 For I 
received from the Lord that which I also delivered to 
you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He 
was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, 
which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”  25 
In the same way He took the cup also after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; 
do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.”
——The new covenant in Jesus’ blood brings us peace 
with God and we should be proclaiming Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection.  
———So the question is are you living up to the 
covenant that God has made with you?  
————Do you care about the promises of God?  

 9 “So I also have made you despised and abased 
before all the people, just as you are not keeping My 
ways but are showing partiality in the instruction.

God had given the divine consequence already for their 
sin.  
—This helps us understand something about sin as well. 
——Sin has consequences.  We need to understand 
that even if we come to God for forgiveness, there are 
still consequences for those sins.  
———Often times the consequences are to turn us from 
something we can not turn ourselves from.  
————God’s guidance becomes necessary for us to 
make the change in our lives we need to make.  
—————The priests had violated the covenant so 
God will up hold His end of the covenant.  
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Instead of them getting life and peace, He will make 
them despised and humiliated by the people.  
—Pieter Verhoef wrote, “The judgment corresponds with 
the way in Chico the priests have sighted the name of 
the Lord, the altar, and their sacrificial duties.  God will 
cause them to be despised and humiliated by all the 
people, even by those whom they have caused to 
stumble by way of their unreliable instruction in the law.”  
——Instead of being important and seen as privileged, 
they will be humiliated.  

The fourth area of life that they failed was they “showed 
partiality.”
—The priests were supposed to be people of integrity 
but they were not.  
——They revealed what kind of people they were as 
they made decisions not based on what was right in 
God’s eyes but what would benefit them.   
———They made decisions based on what would give 
them any kind of gain.  
————They would be bribed and were corrupt.  
—Corruption was part of their society and they were to 
teach, lead, and live differently.  

Our society is corrupt, our government is corrupt, some 
of our churches are corrupt, and corruption runs ramped 
all around us.  
—So, what about you?  Do you allow material things to 
control your commitment to God?  Do you allow the 
society we live in to dictate your right and wrong?  Or 
does God and His Word dictate right and wrong?  
—
—
—
—
—
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