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RECAP: 

Last week, we started to look at 2 of the 4 ways that 
priests in Malachi’s time failed to do what they should be 
doing.  
—The first area of their failure was they turned away 
from God.  
——They saw their problems as not coming from them 
but from others and God; when really they were in the 
wrong and needed to change.  
—The second area of failure was they caused others to 
stumble, to sin.  
——Whether on purpose or on accident they lead 
people into sin and the disastrous effects of sin.  
———As we looked at these things the priests were 
doing we spent some time looking into how we can do 
these things in our lives as well.  

INTRODUCTION: 

This week we will finish up areas where the priests failed 
to what was right and good for them to do.  
—We will see how they did not live up to the covenant 
that was made with their ancestors.  
——We will see that in a covenant there are 
consequences for not upholding your side of the 
covenant.  
—We will then look at the fourth and final area of the 
priests failures presented in chapter 2:8-9.  
——These are not the only failures of the priests but 
these are the failures that Malachi presents in just these 
verses.  
———We will see how these moments that God points 
out to the priests in Malachi are moments for us to 
inspect our lives and hearts to see if we need to make 
changes in our lives.  
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Malachi 2:8–9 (NAS):  8 “But as for you, you have 
turned aside from the way; you have caused many 
to stumble by the instruction; you have corrupted 
the covenant of Levi,” says the Lord of hosts.
 9 “So I also have made you despised and abased 
before all the people, just as you are not keeping My 
ways but are showing partiality in the instruction.

So the third area of life that the Israelite priests have 
failed at in our 2 verses was they “corrupted the 
covenant of Levi.”  
—They did not care about the promises of God.  
——This idea of corrupted is like violation, or damaging 
something to the point that it is useless.  
———The covenant God made with Levi’s descendants   
was an agreement, a binding oath of promise.  
————These covenants are compared to marriages in 
that they are not to be broken.  

The covenant with Levi we spent some time on in verses 
4-7.
—In that look at the covenant with Levi and his 
descendants we looked at the good that Levi and his 
descendants did. 
——But there is more to the narrative in Levi’s life.  
———Levi was the 3rd so of Jacob and Leah, he is the 
father of the tribe of Levi, and he is the descendant of 
Moses and Aaron Moses’s brother.  
————Even though God speaks kindly of Levi and 
what Levi’s descendants have done here in Malachi; 
Levi fell short as well.  
—————Levi was one of the brothers of Joseph that 
sold him into slavery and had to beg Joseph for 
forgiveness in Egypt.  
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But Levi was actually cursed by his father Jacob: READ: 
Genesis 49:5–7 (NAS):  5 “Simeon and Levi are 
brothers; Their swords are implements of violence. 
6 “Let my soul not enter into their council; Let not 
my glory be united with their assembly; Because in 
their anger they slew men, And in their self-will they 
lamed oxen. 7 “Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce; 
And their wrath, for it is cruel.  I will disperse them 
in Jacob, And scatter them in Israel.
—Simeon and Levi had killed Hamor and his son 
Shechem’s family and people.  
——They did these things out of anger.  
———As a result of Levi taking revenge for himself and 
acting on his own without God, his descendants would 
be scattered throughout Israel.
————But the Levite curse turned into a blessing 
when Moses and Aaron followed God.  
—————The Levites became the priestly tribe without 
a land inheritance but what they got was better; they got 
God Himself—READ: Numbers 18:20 (NAS): Aaron, 
“You shall have no inheritance in their land nor own 
any portion among them; I am your portion and your 
inheritance among the sons of Israel.

The covenant with Levi was now that they were to serve 
as priests in Israel.  
—The Levitical covenant was that the Levite priests 
would be God’s servants, His representatives to Israel 
and the world.  
——God would be their inheritance and as Numbers 
18:8-14 tells us, God would provide for them.  
———The problem is that they stopped doing their part 
of the covenant.  
————They were not serving God but they were 
serving themselves.  
—————They were miss-representing God to both 
Israel and the nations.  
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That is great Jeremy but how does a covenant between 
a tribe in the Bible and God have to do with me?  
—We have the opportunity to make a covenant with God 
through the blood of Christ as well.  
——The new covenant in Christ is as gotquestion.org 
says, “Is the promise that God makes with humanity that 
He will forgive sin and restore fellowship with those 
whose heart are turned toward Him.  Jesus Christ is the 
mediator of the New Covenant and His death on the 
cross is the basis I of the promise.”
———We can have forgiveness of our sins through His 
blood so that we can live in peace and fellowship with 
God. 
————This is why when we do the Lord’s Supper we 
read 1 Cor. 11.
—————READ: 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 (NAS):  
23 For I received from the Lord that which I also 
delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in 
which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My 
body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of 
Me.”  25 In the same way He took the cup also after 
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My 
blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.”
——————The new covenant in Jesus’ blood brings 
us peace with God and we should be proclaiming Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection.  
———————So the question is are you living up to 
the covenant that God has made with you?  
————————Do you care about the promises of 
God?  
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 9 “So I also have made you despised and abased 
before all the people, just as you are not keeping My 
ways but are showing partiality in the instruction.

God had given the divine consequence already for their 
sin.  
—This helps us understand something about sin as well. 
——Sin has consequences.  We need to understand 
that even if we come to God for forgiveness, there are 
still consequences for those sins.  
———Often times the consequences are to turn us from 
something we can not turn ourselves from.  
————God’s guidance becomes necessary for us to 
make the change in our lives we need to make.  
—————The priests had violated the covenant so 
God will up hold His end of the covenant.  

Instead of them getting life and peace, He will make 
them despised and humiliated by the people.  
—Pieter Verhoef wrote, “The judgment corresponds with 
the way in Chico the priests have sighted the name of 
the Lord, the altar, and their sacrificial duties.  God will 
cause them to be despised and humiliated by all the 
people, even by those whom they have caused to 
stumble by way of their unreliable instruction in the law.”  
——Instead of being important and seen as privileged, 
they will be humiliated.  

The fourth area of life that they failed was they “showed 
partiality.”
—The priests were supposed to be people of integrity 
but they were not.  
——They revealed what kind of people they were as 
they made decisions not based on what was right in 
God’s eyes but what would benefit them.   
———They made decisions based on what would give 
them any kind of gain.  
————They would be bribed and were corrupt.  
—Corruption was part of their society and they were to 
teach, lead, and live differently.  
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Showing partiality is showing favoritism or giving 
preference to one person over another.  
—The Old Testament is very clear on partiality and the 
way the priests should judge and the way that the 
people of Israel should live. 
——READ: Leviticus 19:15 (NAS):  15 ‘You shall do 
no injustice in judgment; you shall not be partial to 
the poor nor defer to the great, but you are to judge 
your neighbor fairly.
———All should be treated equal is what the Old 
Testament taught, no matter status or wealth.   
————But what does the New Testament tell us about 
favoritism?  
—————READ: James 2:8–9 (NAS):  8 If, however, 
you are fulfilling the royal law according to the 
Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself,” you are doing well.  9 But if you show 
partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted 
by the law as transgressors.

What does God think about partiality?  
—READ: Romans 2:11 (NAS):  11 For there is no 
partiality with God.
——For God all are equal before Him: READ: 
Ephesians 6:9 (NAS):  9 And masters, do the same 
things to them, and give up threatening, knowing 
that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and 
there is no partiality with Him.
———Reward and consequences for wrongs are dealt 
with by God without favoritism.
————READ: Colossians 3:23–25 (NAS):  23 
Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the 
Lord rather than for men, 24 knowing that from the 
Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It 
is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 25 For he who 
does wrong will receive the consequences of the 
wrong which he has done, and that without 
partiality.
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Our society is corrupt, our government is corrupt, some 
of our churches are corrupt, and corruption runs ramped 
all around us.  
—So, what about you?  Do you allow material things to 
control your commitment to God?  Do you allow the 
society we live in to dictate your right and wrong?  Or 
does God and His Word dictate right and wrong?  
—
—
—
—
—
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