
The Secret to Levi’s Life
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Okay so last week we looked at how the priests have 
been warned that if they don’t take to heart the things 
that God had commanded them, that He would make 
them unclean.  
—We saw how after 400 years the priests did not make 
the changes that God told them to make and we saw 
that Jesus came to be the things they could not be.  
——We looked at the fact that God disciplines or 
corrects those that He loves.  
———As Christians we should expect to be corrected 
by God.  
————We as broken human beings choose to seek 
out unclean things as opposed to seeking out God.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we are going to look at the covenant between 
Levi, his descendants, and God.  
—For several weeks we have looked at how the priests 
in the book of Malachi have totally failed at their service 
to God.   
——This week we will see a priest who did it right and 
we will take time to compare and contrast them.  
———We will see how God is the main character in 
redemptive history and how we need to embrace our 
role of supporting Him.  
————We will also compare Levi’s pattern of living to 
how we should be living and we will see how Levi was 
able to live the life he did.  

Passage Begins 
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Malachi 2:4–7 (NAS):  4 “Then you will know that I 
have sent this commandment to you, that My 
covenant may continue with Levi,” says the Lord of 
hosts.
 5 “My covenant with him was one of life and peace, 
and I gave them to him as an object of reverence; so 
he revered Me and stood in awe of My name.
 6 “True instruction was in his mouth and 
unrighteousness was not found on his lips; he 
walked with Me in peace and uprightness, and he 
turned many back from iniquity.
 7 “For the lips of a priest should preserve 
knowledge, and men should seek instruction from 
his mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of 
hosts.

So God has revealed to the priests of Israel what they 
must do.
—He has called them to make big changes and to honor 
Him once again with their lives.  
——God now points out to them that He has made a 
covenant with them and that Levi their fore father did as 
God had asked Him to do.  
———So God starts here in verse 4 telling them how 
godly Levi was.  
————But why?  Why is God point out to the priests 
how godly Levi was?  
—————Well, it helps the priests see that what God is 
asking of them is achievable, genealogy was important 
to them, heritage and tradition was important to them, 
but it was to reveal the standard God set and is holding 
them to was who they were supposed to be.  

READ: Joshua 18:7 (NAS): For the Levites have no 
portion among you, because the priesthood of the 
Lord is their inheritance. Gad and Reuben and the 
half-tribe of Manasseh also have received their 
inheritance eastward beyond the Jordan, which 
Moses the servant of the Lord gave them.”
—The Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary says, 
“Their share of God’s blessing in the promised lan was 
when He made a covenant which them granting them 
the privilege and responsibility of leading His people in 
worship.”  
——God made a covenant with Levi and his tribe to 
serve Him.  
———READ:  Deuteronomy 21:5 (NAS):  5 “Then the 
priests, the sons of Levi, shall come near, for the 
Lord your God has chosen them to serve Him and to 
bless in the name of the Lord; and every dispute and 
every assault shall be settled by them.
————This word covenant in the Hebrew means a 
binding oath of promise and God has made this promise 
with Levi and his descendants.  
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So this covenant consisted of service to God in setting 
disagreements over the law.  
—They were to be experts in the law that God gave 
Israel and be able to guide the people in that law.  
——They were also supposed to be the intercessors for 
the people to God.  
———This means that they were supposed to be a level 
of holiness that the people did not achieve.  
————They would clean themselves and work to be 
considered clean so they could make the sacrifices for 
the people to God.  
—————As we have looked at the priest in Malachi, 
they are definitely not pressing the level of holiness or 
cleanliness that they should have.  
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Today we don’t need the Levites to be our intercessor 
because Jesus has become that for us.   
—Jesus left His place on high:  READ: Philippians 2:7 
(NAS):  7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a 
bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of 
men.
—Lives as human, He came in the flesh: READ: John 
1:14 (NAS):  14 And the Word became flesh, and 
dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of 
the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.
——He did not sin like you and me but lived perfectly: 
READ: 1 Peter 2:21–24 (NAS):  21 For you have been 
called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered 
for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in 
His steps, 22 who committed no sin, nor was any 
deceit found in His mouth; 23 and while being 
reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, 
He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to 
Him who judges righteously;  24 and He Himself 
bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we 
might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His 
wounds you were healed.
———He rose and is sitting at the right hand of the 
Father: READ: Hebrews 12:2 (ESV): 2 looking to 
Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who 
for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the 
right hand of the throne of God. 
————And He intercedes (intervenes on behalf of us) 
for us: READ: 1 Timothy 2:5–6 (NAS):  5 For there is 
one God, and one mediator also between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself as a 
ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper 
time. 
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So God brings up the covenant, He talks about them 
changing, and tells them what will happen if they do not 
change so that they would do what was necessary to 
keep or preserve the covenant.  
—Their actions, attitudes, and apathy had put them in 
danger of breaking their covenant with God.  
—Once again before we get too quick to look down at 
the Israel priests; our daily actions, attitudes, and apathy 
make us unholy and unworthy for a covenant with God 
but this is why we need Jesus so badly.   
——READ: Romans 5:1–2 (NAS):  1 Therefore, 
having been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom 
also we have obtained our introduction by faith into 
this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope 
of the glory of God.
———We are saved, not through what we can do, but 
we are saved by the grace of God through faith.  
————But this does not mean that we continue to 
seek out sinful living: READ: Romans 6:1–2 (NAS):  
1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin 
so that grace may increase?  2 May it never be! How 
shall we who died to sin still live in it?
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Malachi 2:4–7 (NAS):  4 “Then you will know that I 
have sent this commandment to you, that My 
covenant may continue with Levi,” says the Lord of 
hosts.
 5 “My covenant with him was one of life and peace, 
and I gave them to him as an object of reverence; so 
he revered Me and stood in awe of My name.
 6 “True instruction was in his mouth and 
unrighteousness was not found on his lips; he 
walked with Me in peace and uprightness, and he 
turned many back from iniquity.
 7 “For the lips of a priest should preserve 
knowledge, and men should seek instruction from 
his mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of 
hosts.

Now here we get all the great things that Levi did in the 
covenant with God.  
—I think this list can help us in our relationship with God 
today as well.  
——I will remind you again, READ: 1 Peter 2:9 (NAS): 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for God’s own possession, so that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you 
out of darkness into His marvelous light;
———All of these things that Levi did, we should be 
pursuing in our lives as well. 
————He share the true word of God with anyone 
who wanted to hear it.  
—————We should share the word of God with 
anyone who would listen: READ: Matthew 28:19–20 
(NAS):  19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

Levi attempted to live righteously, which means he lived 
right in God’s eyes.  
—READ: 2 Timothy 2:22 (NAS):  22 Now flee from 
youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love 
and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a 
pure heart.
—READ: 1 Timothy 6:10–11 (NAS):  10 For the love 
of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by 
longing for it have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many griefs. 11 But flee 
from these things, you man of God, and pursue 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance 
and gentleness.
——Levi walk in peace in God and uprightness: READ: 
Philippians 4:7 (NAS):  7 And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
——READ: Romans 8:6 (NAS):  6 For the mind set 
on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit 
is life and peace,
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Malachi 2:4–7 (NAS):  4 “Then you will know that I 
have sent this commandment to you, that My 
covenant may continue with Levi,” says the Lord of 
hosts.
 5 “My covenant with him was one of life and peace, 
and I gave them to him as an object of reverence; so 
he revered Me and stood in awe of My name.
 6 “True instruction was in his mouth and 
unrighteousness was not found on his lips; he 
walked with Me in peace and uprightness, and he 
turned many back from iniquity.
 7 “For the lips of a priest should preserve 
knowledge, and men should seek instruction from 
his mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of 
hosts.

Levi turned many from their sins to God.  
—We need to proclaim to those that are living in iniquity 
(living in sin): READ: John 14:6 (NAS):  6 Jesus *said 
to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no 
one comes to the Father but through Me.
——We also need to help one another in our walk with 
God.  
———READ: Proverbs 27:17 (NAS):  17 Iron 
sharpens iron, So one man sharpens another.
————When a brother or sister is backsliding, walking 
away from God, or straying; we need to be there to 
speak the truth to them. 
—————READ: James 5:19–20 (NAS):  19 My 
brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and 
one turns him back, 20 let him know that he who 
turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his 
soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 

As God calls the priest of the Old Testament to keep and 
protect the knowledge of Him; so should we who are His 
children.  
—We should live in such a way that people seek out the 
knowledge that we have. 
——We should live as messengers of God to this world 
we live in.  
———We should be shining a light in this dark place.  
————But how?  How do we do this?  It is not under 
our own power and strength. 
—————Let’s look at the terms of the covenant 
between Levi and God. 
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Malachi 2:4–7 (NAS):  4 “Then you will know that I 
have sent this commandment to you, that My 
covenant may continue with Levi,” says the Lord of 
hosts.
 5 “My covenant with him was one of life and peace, 
and I gave them to him as an object of reverence; so 
he revered Me and stood in awe of My name.
 6 “True instruction was in his mouth and 
unrighteousness was not found on his lips; he 
walked with Me in peace and uprightness, and he 
turned many back from iniquity.
 7 “For the lips of a priest should preserve 
knowledge, and men should seek instruction from 
his mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of 
hosts.

Verse 5 tells us the terms of the covenant: “My covenant 
with him was one of life and peace, and I gave them to 
him as an object of reverence; so he revered me and 
stood in awe of My name.”  
—God gives life to Levi but He give us life as well: 
READ: John 10:10 (NAS):  10 “The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may 
have life, and have it abundantly. 
——God has given us peace through Jesus Christ: 
READ: John 16:33 (NAS):  33 “These things I have 
spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In 
the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I 
have overcome the world.”
———We achieve living and peace with God like Levi in 
being reverent and in awe of God.  
————We can instruct in God’s truth and walk in 
righteousness when we see God for who He really is; 
the God of the universe, who created all things, upholds 
them, and who saves broken sinners like you and me.  
—————You can live in peace when you know that 
God is who He says He is and has done what He said 
He will do and you have a relationship with Him.  
——————All of this causes us to turn from sin to the 
savior; from idolatry to true undefiled worship, and from 
war to peace.   

So, what do we take away from this message?  How do 
we apply it to our lives?  
—When God calls us, He calls us to make big changes, 
He calls us to be new, different.  Are you embracing the 
different the new self or living as the past self still?  
—There is a contrast between the priests of Malachi’s 
time and Levi; who do you resemble more?  
——Are you in awe of God?  Do you have a reverence 
for Him that is right?  Or are you dishonoring His name, 
defiling His honor?  
———Are you going to God for your strength, for your 
peace, for your instruction, and to know what is right; or 
are you seeking these things from the world?  
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Malachi 2:4–7 (NAS):  4 “Then you will know that I 
have sent this commandment to you, that My 
covenant may continue with Levi,” says the Lord of 
hosts.
 5 “My covenant with him was one of life and peace, 
and I gave them to him as an object of reverence; so 
he revered Me and stood in awe of My name.
 6 “True instruction was in his mouth and 
unrighteousness was not found on his lips; he 
walked with Me in peace and uprightness, and he 
turned many back from iniquity.
 7 “For the lips of a priest should preserve 
knowledge, and men should seek instruction from 
his mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of 
hosts.
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