
Awful Offal
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

So last week we looked at the fact that the Israelites had 
a problem with listening.  
—We saw that this is not just a Israelite problem but also 
a human condition.  
——We like to hear what we like to hear and that is 
about it.  
———God calls us to listen and He causes us to go 
through a process of refinement.  
————He is renovating all of us and we can either 
fight against the renovations or we can pick up a 
spiritual hammer and start demoing.  
—————So, we need to be hearing the information 
that God is giving us, processing that information, and 
making that information part of who we are.  

Passage Begins 

Malachi 2:3 (NAS):  3 “Behold, I am going to rebuke 
your offspring, and I will spread refuse on your 
faces, the refuse of your feasts; and you will be 
taken away with it.

So, we pick up with Israel not offering acceptable 
sacrifices to God, the priest leading the people in poor 
service of God, the priest growing tired of doing their 
jobs, and Israel not giving God the respect that He 
deserves.  
—So we pick up here with God talking to the priest 
about their weak service; their lack of obeying the 
commandments, and bringing shame to His name as 
opposed to honoring His name.   
——So God makes an announcement.  Behold! Here! 
Look!  He is attempting to get a people who are not 
listening to listen.  
———But why?  I think that we miss part of what God is 
doing here by focusing straight away on what is coming.  
————God is trying to get the priests’ attention.  He is 
trying to warn them that what He is doing to them is 
because of them.  
—————Who here like to hear that message? 
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This is a message that Christians should be expecting if 
we are not living like God has called us.  
—God is looking at us and trying to bring us back.  
——This is why God had commissioned Malachi to write 
this book so that He could tell the Israelites they need to 
get back on the right track.   
———Because they were off track they are having to 
endure the corrections of God in their lives.  
————This is why Christians should expect this 
message from God when we are off track because God 
will “never leave us or forsake you.”  
—————But we do know that God disciplines those 
He loves: READ: Revelation 3:19 (NAS):  19 ‘Those 
whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be 
zealous and repent.

We have to know that God loves us but He will not allow 
us to keep seeking out sin.  
—Jesus speaking about the supposed most religious 
people of His and He says: READ: Matthew 23:1–5 
(NAS):  1 Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to His 
disciples, 2 saying: “The scribes and the Pharisees 
have seated themselves in the chair of Moses; 3 
therefore all that they tell you, do and observe, but 
do not do according to their deeds; for they say 
things and do not do them.  4 “They tie up heavy 
burdens and lay them on men’s shoulders, but they 
themselves are unwilling to move them with so 
much as a finger. 5 “But they do all their deeds to be 
noticed by men; for they broaden their phylacteries 
and lengthen the tassels of their garments.
——Jesus had so many run in’s with these religious 
leaders but the entire time He was trying to bring 
correction to their lives.  
———Jesus was announcing: Behold!!!
————What about you?  Where is God announcing, 
Behold in your life that you may not be paying attention 
to?  Or Maybe you are ignoring?  
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Back to Malachi here we see God say, “Behold, I will 
rebuke you offspring.”  
—Rebuke means that they have God’s disapproval and 
the relationship is being strained; so God is acting.  
——Their actions and lives have a pattern of continuous 
disapproval from God and so He is acting to reveal that 
disapproval and wanting then to correct their lives and 
action so that they are approved by God.  
———What about you?  Do your actions and lives prove 
to be approved by God or are they straining the 
relationship between you and God?  
————So God tells the priests, He is going to rebuke 
their family, clan, tribe, or children.  
—————The Levites were the priestly family and God 
says here, “I am going to rebuke all of you.”  

So what is the price they have to pay for their 
disobedience to God?  
—The NASB says God said, “I will spread refuse (re-
fuse) on your face.”  
——What does that mean?  Well the ESV says it like 
this: “I will spread dung on your face.”  
———Well, that is a bit more information for us.  
————But as I studied this verse, I found that it meant 
more than just dung.  
—————The Hebrew word is actually offal.  
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God is going to spread offal on the faces of the priest 
tribe, clan, family, and children.  
—Offal is not just dung but all of the waste that they 
would have from sacrificing animals.  
——Offal consisted of trimmings of the butchered animal 
that were not used in the the sacrifices.  
———This was some of the nastiest stuff.  This is the 
stuff a hunter would usually leave after field dressing an 
animal.  
————This included the innards and yes, the animal’s 
leftover waste.   
—————This is what God said, He will spread on their 
faces.  

So what does this mean?  
—Well, the offal was considered unclean and should be 
taken outside the Israelite camp.   
——READ: Leviticus 4:11–12 (NAS):  11 ‘But the hide 
of the bull and all its flesh with its head and its legs 
and its entrails and its refuse,12 that is, all the rest 
of the bull, he is to bring out to a clean place outside 
the camp where the ashes are poured out, and burn 
it on wood with fire; where the ashes are poured out 
it shall be burned. 
——What God is saying here is that He is spreading 
uncleanliness on the priests of Israel.  
———God told Moses: READ: Leviticus 22:3 (NAS):  
3 “Say to them, ‘If any man among all your 
descendants throughout your generations 
approaches the holy gifts which the sons of Israel 
dedicate to the Lord, while he has an uncleanness, 
that person shall be cut off from before Me; I am the 
Lord.
————What God was saying to the priests is that they 
have done so much wrong that God was making them 
unclean; unfit to do the job that their family/tribe had 
done for thousands of years.  
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There is so much that goes into this as well.  
—Their sin, their turning away from God and 
dishonoring Him had made them unclean and unable to 
do their duties.  
——This was a removal from their office and the 
disgrace that is on them.
———The New American Commentary says, “The use 
of such vivid imagery expresses both the degree of 
revulsion the Lord felt for the priests’ behavior an also 
his attitude towards their hypocritical religious festivals.  
As they had treated the Lord with contempt (1:6) and 
defiled his altar with their corrupt and useless sacrifices 
(1:7), so the Lord would treat them with contempt and 
defile them, re-emerging them useless.  Since they 
considered it such a burden to serve the Lord (1:130, he 
would free them from their burden by removing them 
and their descendants from his service.”  
————The verse tells us that they are not able to do 
what they are supposed to will be taken outside of the 
people of God and will be thrown on the dung hill with all 
the rest of the waste.  

This is part of the curse that is coming to the priests if 
they do not listen and take to heart God’s commands 
and honor Him.  
—But how does this apply to us on this side of the 
cross? 
——How does God telling the priest of Israel help us in 
our walk with God in the here and now?  
———On this side of the cross we can see what 
happened.  
————Did the Israelite priests get any better from 
Malachi to Jesus’ time?  
—————No! They did not get any better.  They did not 
listen to God.  
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In fact you could make the argument they got worse.  
—They were allowing money changers and things in the 
temple, they were legalistic, they were a burden on the 
people, they were self seeking, they were power hungry, 
interested in their own fame, and were willing to put the 
Son of God to death.  
——So what God told the Israelite priests was going to 
happen; happened.  
———They were embarrassed by Jesus and unclean 
nature was exposed.   
————They lost their place as the representative to 
God’s people.  
—————Jesus took that role: READ: Hebrews 7:25 
(NAS):  25 Therefore He is able also to save forever 
those who draw near to God through Him, since He 
always lives to make intercession for them.
—————READ: 1 Timothy 2:5–6 (NAS):  5 For there 
is one God, and one mediator also between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself as a 
ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper 
time.
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The priests being defiled and unclean could not make 
the sacrifices for the people any longer.  
—So, Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice for all people for 
all time as the new and eternal High Priest:  READ: 
Romans 5:8 (NAS):  8 But God demonstrates His 
own love toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.
—READ: Hebrews 9:11–12 (NAS):  11 But when 
Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things 
to come, He entered through the greater and more 
perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to 
say, not of this creation; 12 and not through the 
blood of goats and calves, but through His own 
blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having 
obtained eternal redemption.
—READ: Ephesians 5:1–2 (NAS):  1 Therefore be 
imitators of God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in 
love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself 
up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a 
fragrant aroma.
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God’s presence left the temple when Jesus died as the 
temple was no long the place where God was 
represented as being on earth.   
—The priests no longer had a monopoly on “God’s 
presence,” but anyone could have the presence of God 
dwelling in them.  This was especially realized when 
God allowed the temple to be totally destroyed in 70 
A.D. 
——READ: 2 Corinthians 6:16 (NAS):  16 Or what 
agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we 
are the temple of the living God; just as God said,
“I will dwell in them and walk among them;
And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.
——READ: 1 Corinthians 3:16–17 (NAS):  16 Do you 
not know that you are a temple of God and that the 
Spirit of God dwells in you?  17 If any man destroys 
the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the 
temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.
——READ: 1 John 4:12–13 (NAS):  12 No one has 
seen God at any time; if we love one another, God 
abides in us, and His love is perfected in us. 13 By 
this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, 
because He has given us of His Spirit.
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