
The Worth Of Words
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we talked about marriage and how the 
Israelites were not doing it right.  
—They were not living up to any of the commitments 
they made to God.
——The Israelites looked at their wives as commodities 
and that bled over into looking at God as a commodity.  
———The Israelites were unfaithful to God and to their 
wives.  
————We looked at how we have to keep our eyes 
fixed on Jesus Christ.  
—————We can not be seduced by the gods of this 
world but we have to be faithful to God almighty.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we will look at how Israel annoyed God.  
—We will see how we can cause God to be agitated with 
us as well. 
——We will see the destructive nature of our words.  
———We will look into how God’s justice will come in 
His time.  
————We will also see that God’s perfect plan is 
unfolding and we need to patiently wait on Him.  

Passage Begins 
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Malachi 2:17–3:1 (NAS): 17 You have wearied the 
Lord with your words. Yet you say, “How have we 
wearied Him?” In that you say, “Everyone who does 
evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and He delights 
in them,” or, “Where is the God of justice?”

 1 “Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and 
he will clear the way before Me. And the Lord, whom 
you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the 
messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, 
behold, He is coming,” says the Lord of hosts.

It is amazing what our words can accomplish.  
—This week alone I have seen people’s words build up 
and encourage.  
——But I have also seen the destructive power of 
words.  
———The old saying, “sticks and stones may break my 
bones but words will never hurt me,” is a lie.  
————READ: Proverbs 18:21 (NAS): 21 Death and 
life are in the power of the tongue, And those who 
love it will eat its fruit.
————READ: Matthew 12:36–37 (NAS): 36 “But I 
tell you that every careless word that people speak, 
they shall give an accounting for it in the day of 
judgment. 37 “For by your words you will be 
justified, and by your words you will be 
condemned.”

In a world where we waste so many words, God tells us 
that we need to be careful with our words.  
—We should be a people whose words are gentle and 
kind.  
——READ: Proverbs 16:24 (NAS): 24 Pleasant words 
are a honeycomb, Sweet to the soul and healing to 
the bones.
——READ: Proverbs 15:4 (NAS): 4 A soothing 
tongue is a tree of life, But perversion in it crushes 
the spirit.
———This is not the way of the world we live in.  Our 
world tells us to make ourselves look good and tear 
down others so you look better.  
————The world also tells us to say a lot of things and 
mean none of them.  
—————As the Israelites were doing, the world tells 
us to accuse God of doing wrong.  
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This is what is being done here in Malachi 2:17.  
—The Israelites are accusing God of blessing those that 
do evil.  
——They even go further than that and say God, 
“delights in them.”  
———This is why God says, “you have wearied the 
Lord with your words.”  
————In these words God speaks through Malachi He 
is accusing them.  
—————When looking up this word wearied, The 
Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary said, it can 
mean exhaustion from physical labor and is 
interchangeable with the word annoyed.  It also means 
to be agitated by something or someone.”  

Malachi 2:17–3:1 (NAS): 17 You have wearied the 
Lord with your words. Yet you say, “How have we 
wearied Him?” In that you say, “Everyone who does 
evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and He delights 
in them,” or, “Where is the God of justice?”

 1 “Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and 
he will clear the way before Me. And the Lord, whom 
you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the 
messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, 
behold, He is coming,” says the Lord of hosts.

So the people of Israel didn’t exhaust God physically 
because He created the world in 6 days and was not 
exhausted, but rested on the 7th day.  
—So, the people of Israel annoyed or agitated God by 
their words.  
——First and foremost this is not a good place for a 
person to be.  
———When God is annoyed or agitated with you. That 
is not good.  
—Secondly, if a person is agitating God or annoying Him 
then they are not loving Him. 
————I know that is kind of one of those obvious 
comments but it becomes easy for us to do exactly what 
Israel is doing here with our words.  
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Israel, like us as Christians, are to honor and glorify 
God. 
—READ: 1 Corinthians 10:31 (NAS): 31 Whether, 
then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to 
the glory of God.
—READ: Colossians 3:17 (NAS): 17 Whatever you 
do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.
——But why is it so hard for Israel and us to honor and 
glorify God?  
———It is the human condition, our sinful nature.   
————Our broken state attempts to glorify self and 
earthly things.  
—————READ: Philippians 3:18–19 (NAS): 18 For 
many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell 
you even weeping, that they are enemies of the 
cross of Christ, 19 whose end is destruction, whose 
god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their 
shame, who set their minds on earthly things.

This is why we need the gospel in our lives because left 
to our own devices we not only annoy or agitate God but 
we become enemies of God.  
—READ: 1 Timothy 1:15 (NAS): 15 It is a trustworthy 
statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among 
whom I am foremost of all.
——Jesus came to save sinners from separation from 
God, to save sinners from their broken state, and to 
save sinners from themselves.  
————Jesus makes us better than we are, the Spirit 
guides us in the path of righteousness, and when we are 
in a relationship with Jesus we are at peace with God 
the Father.  
—————When we have the gospel and live by the 
examples that Jesus set, we will honor and glorify God.  
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So, how does Israel respond to the accusation of God?  
—They essentially say, “oh, yeah God?  Prove that we 
have wearied you with our words.”  
——So, when God brings an accusation against you; 
how do you respond?  
———King David sinned when he took Bathsheba, a 
woman that was not his wife, and they had pre-marital 
adulterous sex.  
————He then tried to cover up his sin by having 
Bathsheba’s husband killed.  
—————But God sent Nathan the prophet to bring the 
accusation against David.  
——————David’s response to God’s accusation 
against him: READ: 2 Samuel 12:13 (NAS): 13 Then 
David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the 
Lord.” And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has 
taken away your sin; you shall not die.

Malachi 2:17–3:1 (NAS): 17 You have wearied the 
Lord with your words. Yet you say, “How have we 
wearied Him?” In that you say, “Everyone who does 
evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and He delights 
in them,” or, “Where is the God of justice?”

 1 “Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and 
he will clear the way before Me. And the Lord, whom 
you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the 
messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, 
behold, He is coming,” says the Lord of hosts.

So, God tells the people what they have been saying 
about Him, that has wearied Him. 
—The Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary says, 
“The people had effectively been saying that evil people 
were being blessed and God was letting it happen.  
Basically, the people are becoming impatient with the 
rampant immorality and the political corruption in Israel.”  
——They are questioning God’s justice and His timing. 
———The problem is that God’s justice comes when it 
is right and best.  
————God’s justice does not come in our timing but in 
God’s timing.  
—————READ: Psalm 27:14 (NAS): 14 Wait for the 
Lord; Be strong and let your heart take courage;
Yes, wait for the Lord.
—————READ: 2 Peter 3:9 (NAS): 9 The Lord is 
not slow about His promise, as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for 
any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
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 1 “Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and 
he will clear the way before Me. And the Lord, whom 
you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the 
messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, 
behold, He is coming,” says the Lord of hosts.

So what does God do when His justice is questioned?  
—He defends His justice.  
——God makes a promise here that He will send a 
messenger to clear the way for Him.  
———God will defend His justice and provide 
vindication for those that think the evil are blessed.  
————Who is the messenger that will prepare the way 
for God to come and bring justice and vindication?  
—————Most commentators agree that the 
messenger is John the Baptist.  

John the Baptist prepares the way for Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, who is God.  
—How did John prepare the way for Jesus Christ?  
——He called Israel to repent; to turn from their wicked 
way, and come back to God.  
———Israel in Malachi needed to repent and turn back 
to God.  
————We, when we entertain sin, need to repent and 
turn back to God.  
—————We need Christ to right us and put us back 
on the biblical path.  
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So what do we take away from this message?  What is 
our practical application?  
—We have to control the things we say. 
——This means we have to control our mouths when we 
speak to other people, but also the things that we say to 
God.  
———How do we control what our words are?  READ: 
Luke 6:45 (NAS): 45 “The good man out of the 
good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; 
and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth 
what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which 
fills his heart.
—We need to glorify and honor God in what we do not 
annoy or cause Him to be agitated.  
——This can be done by putting Him first in all things we 
do, as opposed to putting ourselves first.  
———Lastly, we need to know that God’s justice will 
come and we need wait on God’s timing for Him to 
accomplish His perfect will.  
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