
Covenant Relationship
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we talked about truth and reality.  
—We looked at how Jesus is the truth and real life is 
lived only in Him.  
——Life in Christ is not easy but it is full and meaningful 
life.  
———We saw that the world tries to get you to live in a 
dream world where you don’t have to live in reality.  
————They problem is the world and its lies are 
fading away.  
—————All that will be left in the end will be life in 
Christ or eternal punishment for failure to live in Christ 
and for Christ.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we will talk about marriage.  
—The Israelites have got it wrong and their lack of 
commitment to their marriages was a representation of 
their lack of commitment to God.  
——We will see how the Israelites started looking at 
their wives as commodities and this bled over to see 
God as a commodity.   
———They were unfaithful in every aspect of their lives 
and in every covenant that they made with God.  

Passage Begins 

Scripture:

1



Malachi 2:14–16 (ESV): 14 But you say, “Why does 
he not?” Because the Lord was witness between 
you and the wife of your youth, to whom you have 
been faithless, though she is your companion and 
your wife by covenant. 15 Did he not make them 
one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And 
what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So 
guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you 
be faithless to the wife of your youth. 16 “For the 
man who does not love his wife but divorces her, 
says the Lord, the God of Israel, covers his garment 
with violence, says the Lord of hosts. So guard 
yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.” 

So verse 13 tells us that God does not regard the 
Israelites offerings or accept their offerings anymore.  
—So here in verse 14-16 we understand yet another 
reason that God is not accepting their sacrifices.  
——So what is the big problem that is effecting their 
relationship with God?     
———It is the way that they are treating others and 
more specifically, the way they are treating their Israelite 
wives that they married in their youth.  
————Marriage is a covenant relationship between 
spouses and between God.  
—Who God has brought together should not be 
separated: READ:  Mark 10:6–9 (NAS): 6 “But from 
the beginning of creation, God made them male and 
female.  7 “For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother, 8 and the two shall become one 
flesh; so they are no longer two, but one flesh.  9 
“What therefore God has joined together, let no man 
separate.”

 The Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary says 
about marriage, “Both participants are to leave the 
influence of their past and create, together, a new union 
under the guidance of a holy God.”  
—Men, marriage is a union under the guidance of God 
where we are loving our wives like Christ loves the 
church.  
——READ: Ephesians 5:25 (NAS): 25 Husbands, 
love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church 
and gave Himself up for her,
———Men, we are to love our wives as we love our own 
selves as well: READ: Ephesians 5:28–29 (NAS): 28 
So husbands ought also to love their own wives as 
their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves 
himself; 29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but 
nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does 
the church,
————We are to not be harsh with our wives: READ:  
Colossians 3:19 (NAS): 19 Husbands, love your 
wives and do not be embittered against them. 
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Wives we need helpers, not another mother: READ: 
Genesis 2:18 (NAS): 18 Then the Lord God said, “It 
is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him 
a helper suitable for him.”
—Wives you are to submit to the leading of the husband 
in the relationship as they are leading in a biblically 
honoring manner: READ: Ephesians 5:22–24 (NAS): 
22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to 
the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, 
as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself 
being the Savior of the body.  24 But as the church 
is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to 
their husbands in everything.
——Wives you are to respect your husband and 
husbands you are to be respectable:  READ: 
Ephesians 5:33 (NAS): 33 Nevertheless, each 
individual among you also is to love his own wife 
even as himself, and the wife must see to it that she 
respects her husband.
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I tell you all that because this is not what was happening 
in Israel in Malachi’s day.  
— The Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary says, 
“Effectively, God says, ‘You men married your wives by 
way of a covenant, which is a depiction of your 
relationship with Me.’”  
——Married people, your marriage is a depiction of your 
relationship with God.  
———This is one of the reasons why God tells the early 
church not to elect leaders who can not manage their 
own household: READ: 1 Timothy 3:4–5 (NAS):  4 He 
must be one who manages his own household well, 
keeping his children under control with all dignity
 5 (but if a man does not know how to manage his 
own household, how will he take care of the church 
of God?),
————What the Israelites were doing was divorcing 
their wives and marrying women from other nations.   
—————Well, that is not so bad Jeremy?  The 
Israelites were taking their gods, they were gaining 
material gains, political power or influence, and younger 
women.  
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Malachi 2:14–16 (ESV): 14 But you say, “Why does 
he not?” Because the Lord was witness between 
you and the wife of your youth, to whom you have 
been faithless, though she is your companion and 
your wife by covenant. 15 Did he not make them 
one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And 
what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So 
guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you 
be faithless to the wife of your youth. 16 “For the 
man who does not love his wife but divorces her, 
says the Lord, the God of Israel, covers his garment 
with violence, says the Lord of hosts. So guard 
yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.” 

A Puritan commentator wrote, “The woman whom you 
have wronged was the companion of those earlier and 
brighter days of your life when, in the bloom of her 
young beauty she left her father’s house and shared in 
your early struggles and rejoiced in your later success, 
who walked arm in arm with you along the pilgrimage of 
your life cheering you in its trials by her gentle ministry.  
And now when the bloom of her youth has faded and the 
friends of her youth have gone, when her father and 
mother whom she left for you are in the grave, then you 
cruelly cast her off as a worn out worthless thing and 
insult her holiest affections by putting an idolater and a 
heathen in her place.”   
—God acts as a witness to our marriages and is present 
when our marriages are conducted.  
——Christians, marriages are as Pieter Verhoef wrote, 
“The Lord is the witness, guarantor, and protector of 
every legal transaction, and this includes the marriage 
‘contract’.”  

I believe the treatment of the wives of the Israelite’s 
youth helps us to see the human condition.  
—It is not just about marriage, but all of life as well.  
——We as humans start to see everything as 
commodities.  
———We start to see everything as things that we used 
to get what we need or get us to a place and move on.  
————This is one of Satan’s favorite ideas that he 
pushes in this world we live in.  
—————We have so much in our world today that is 
throw away.  
——————Your TV is not working?  Throw it away 
and get a new one.  Your appliance is not working?  
Throw it away and get a new one.  Your friends are not 
doing what you want them to?  Get rid of them and find 
new friends.  The church doesn’t have the chairs you 
like?  Forget about it and go to a new church.  The 
pastor doesn’t preach positive encouraging messages?  
just stop going and find a church that more suits your 
preference.   
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This way of living causes us to treat people as things. 
—When we treat people as things, we are not loving 
them but using them to get what we want.  
——We are proving that we are faithless like the 
Israelites are faithless.  
———We are unfaithful to people when we see them as 
a commodity.  
————The problem with seeing things and people like 
this is that it takes over our thinking.  
—————Then we start to see God as a commodity.  
——————When He does not do what we want Him 
to we replace Him with the idea of God we like better.  

Malachi 2:14–16 (ESV): 14 But you say, “Why does 
he not?” Because the Lord was witness between 
you and the wife of your youth, to whom you have 
been faithless, though she is your companion and 
your wife by covenant. 15 Did he not make them 
one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And 
what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So 
guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you 
be faithless to the wife of your youth. 16 “For the 
man who does not love his wife but divorces her, 
says the Lord, the God of Israel, covers his garment 
with violence, says the Lord of hosts. So guard 
yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.” 

God then offers some sound advice and consequences 
of faithless marriages. 
—God says, “guard yourselves in your spirit and let 
none of you be faithless.”  And “guard yourselves in your 
spirit, and do not be faithless.”  
——God is saying be faithful in your marriages, remain 
one united in one flesh, and produce Godly offspring.  
———How do we do this?  Well there are many ways 
but in keeping on track with our passage we have to 
monitor who is influencing our lives.  
————Who is speaking into our lives and who is 
speaking about our marriages that we are listening to.  
—————If your greatest influence in your life about 
your marriage is from a non-believer or the non-
believing world, you are in desperate need to change 
your influences.  
——————The Israelites in Malachi allowed the world 
to shape their view of marriage.

We also have to be careful about who or what we allow 
to influence our relationship with God as well.  
—We can allow the poor influence to take us away from 
the God of the universe. 
——You would not listen to your plumber about the 
weird mole on your skin so why do we listen to non-
believers about our relationship with God?  
———READ: 1 Corinthians 15:33 (NAS): 33 Do not 
be deceived: “Bad company corrupts good morals.”
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So, what do we take away from this message?  What is 
our practical application?  
—Edward Gibbon wrote the book, The Decline and Fall 
of the Roman Empire and he says the first and biggest 
reason the Roman Empire fell was the rapid divorce in 
the the nation.  
——This destroyed the sanctity of the home.  
———We live in a country that the sanctity of the home 
has been severely crippled, the divorce rate is as high 
as it has ever been, and marriage is being abandoned.  
————We have to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus 
Christ the author and perfecter of our faith but also the 
one who is faithful to us.
—————The Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary 
says, “Israel was seduced by other gods, by Jesus 
Christ remained faithful to the God of the covenant, and 
he relentlessly pursued His bride while on earth as an 
example for us.  Even though people were unfaithful to 
Him, Christ remained faithful, all the way to the cross, so 
that He might lurches the redemption of His people with 
His own blood.”  

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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