
God is Not Santa Claus
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we talked about idols in our lives and the lives 
of the Israelites.  
—We looked at how they are stepping out on God and 
God will not put up with that.  
—We saw that Israel profaned the sanctuary of God and 
how we as believers are not the sanctuary of God. 
——We need to be mindful and careful at what we are 
doing with the sanctuary of God.  
—We also spoke about how we as Christians need to 
not be equally yoked or bound with non-believers.  
——This does not mean that you don’t have non-
believing friends or you don’t try to reach non-believers 
for God; it means that we don’t enter into binding 
relationships with non-believers like marriages.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we are going to look at truth and reality.  
—We will see what truth is and what real life looks like.  
——We we see how the broken human condition want 
God to be Santa Claus. 
———We will see we all have a desperate need for 
Jesus in our lives weather we are believe or non-
believers.  
————We will get some insight into the way the world 
lives and how we can find ourselves in that pattern of life 
as well.  

Passage Begins 
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Malachi 2:13 (NAS):  13 “This is another thing you 
do: you cover the altar of the Lord with tears, with 
weeping and with groaning, because He no longer 
regards the offering or accepts it with favor from 
your hand.

Malachi continues to give the message of God to the 
Israelites.  
—He says, “another thing you do.”  God is going through 
and identifying the things that are separating Israel from 
Himself.  
——He is not just bringing judgement on them, but He is 
telling them their short falls before the judgment comes.  
———God does the same things with us as well.  
————He lets us know what we are doing, He shows 
us our sin, before He pursues us in correction.  
—————READ: Hebrews 12:11 (NAS):  11 All 
discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, 
but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained 
by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of 
righteousness.
—————READ: Proverbs 15:32 (NAS):  32 He who 
neglects discipline despises himself, But he who 
listens to reproof acquires understanding.

So what is this other thing that God is pointing out to 
Israel that they are doing? 
—The Christ—Centered Exposition Commentary says, 
“Now they expect the Lord to acquit them of the crime by 
accepting their offering.”
——This is the thinking that we can do bad, terrible, or 
sinful things and then work hard enough, give enough 
money, or serve people enough to make our sin alright.  
———God is not Santa Claus who judges humanity on 
morality alone.  
————The Israelites were making the right sacrifices, 
they were being moral for the most part, but the 
relationships they were supposed to have with God the 
Father was missing.  
—————They did things that were detrimental to their 
relationship with God but yet expected God to accept 
their offering from their unrepentant hearts.  
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Malachi 2:13 (NAS):  13 “This is another thing you 
do: you cover the altar of the Lord with tears, with 
weeping and with groaning, because He no longer 
regards the offering or accepts it with favor from 
your hand.

This is the human condition that we all have in us; we 
want God to accept our offering; be okay with our lives, 
the way we work, the way we treat people, the way we 
manage the things that He has put us in charge of 
(finances, physical stuff, family’s), and yet we have 
unrepentant hearts.  
—We say things like, “why won’t God accept me the way 
I am?  I was born this way!  If God didn’t want me to be 
this way then He wouldn’t have made me this way!”
——That is sinful flesh attempting to justify itself.  
———Then we try to live mostly moral lives, or we give 
money to the church, and we serve others to make 
ourselves feel better about our sin but we don’t want to 
give that sin up so there is no repenting.  
————READ: 2 Chronicles 7:14 (NAS):  14 and My 
people who are called by My name humble 
themselves and pray and seek My face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, 
will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
————READ: 1 John 1:9 (NAS):  9 If we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
————READ: Proverbs 28:13 (NAS):  13 He who 
conceals his transgressions will not prosper,
But he who confesses and forsakes them will find 
compassion.
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This is why we need Jesus in our lives so much.  
—Jesus repairs the relationship between sinful humans 
and almighty perfect God.  
——READ: Ephesians 2:8–9 (NAS):  8 For by grace 
you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of 
works, so that no one may boast.
——READ: Romans 5:1–2 (NAS):  1 Therefore, 
having been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom 
also we have obtained our introduction by faith into 
this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope 
of the glory of God.
———If we are in relationship with Jesus we will want to 
be different, we will not want to allow the human 
condition to rule in our lives.  
————A closeness to Christ causes frequent 
repentance.  
—————But the question is Why?  

Because Jesus is the truth and He causes us to live in 
reality.  
—READ: John 14:6 (NAS):  6 Jesus *said to him, “I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one 
comes to the Father but through Me.
—READ: John 8:31–32 (NAS):  31 So Jesus was 
saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you 
continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of 
Mine; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth 
will make you free.”
—READ: John 1:14 (NAS):  14 And the Word became 
flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, 
glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.
——Jesus is the truth because He is the word.  
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Jesus also gives us real life.  
—READ: John 10:7–10 (NAS): 7 So Jesus said to 
them again, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door 
of the sheep. 8 “All who came before Me are thieves 
and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them.  9 “I 
am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be 
saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 
came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly.
——In Jesus there is real life, abundant life: READ: 
John 1:4 (NAS): 4 In Him was life, and the life was 
the Light of men.
———This life that Jesus gives to those who believe in 
Him, who hand their lives over to Him, and who value 
their relationship with God as the most important things 
to them; this life is eternal.  
————READ: 1 John 5:11–12 (NAS): 11 And the 
testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, 
and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son 
has the life; he who does not have the Son of God 
does not have the life.

Malachi 2:13 (NAS):  13 “This is another thing you 
do: you cover the altar of the Lord with tears, with 
weeping and with groaning, because He no longer 
regards the offering or accepts it with favor from 
your hand.

But this is the problem with the world around us is that 
they do not have this life.  They don’t what is real.  
—So, how do they live?  They live from one dream 
world, to the next, to the next, to death.  
——These dream worlds they construct from their 
desires.  
———They see themselves in a better light than they 
are.  
————They play out false narratives in their head, 
having conversation, and planning out their lives their 
way in these narratives.  
—————But the dream worlds don’t last long.  People 
don’t respond the way they want them to, or they say 
something they don’t expect, or something happens and 
bursts the dream world.  
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So, what happens next?  Then people self medicate 
while the dream world is destroyed and they begin to 
construct a new dream world with another false 
narrative.  
—This is how the non-believing world lives around us.  
——They spend very little time in reality but most of their 
time in dream world or self medicating.  
———Christians, we can fall into this pattern of life as 
well.  
————Sometimes the reality of this life being about 
God and not us becomes too much for our sinful minds 
to handle.  
—————So we start constructing our dream world but 
our dream worlds are filled with our plan and our ways 
and not God.  
——————Then when our dream world falls apart like 
all of them do, we blame and get mad at God.  

You know who else did that?  
—Israel here in Malachi.  
——Pieter Verhoef wrote, “On the contrary, the people 
wept because God no longer paid attention to their 
offerings.  They came to the painful realization that their 
religious fervor and activities were in vain.” 
———God destroyed their dream world.  They thought 
they could present bad offerings, go through the motions 
of their duty to God, marry other cultures and accept 
their gods, and God would be okay with that.  
————God is not okay with that from Israel or from us 
Christians.  
—————We should join in the anthem of Paul: READ: 
Philippians 1:21 (NAS): 21 For to me, to live is Christ 
and to die is gain.
——————This is real. This is not a dream world.  
This will not let you down.  
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 The Israelites tears and weeping were not from a place 
of sorrow for what they have done.  
——They did not have a godly sorrow but a worldly 
sorrow.  
———READ: 2 Corinthians 7:10 (NAS):  10 For the 
sorrow that is according to the will of God produces 
a repentance without regret, leading to salvation, 
but the sorrow of the world produces death.
————Godly sorrow leads to true repentance and real 
life in Christ.  
—————Worldly sorrow is sad they got caught.  

So, what do we take from this message today?  How do 
we apply it to our lives?  
—God loves you and me enough to call attention to our 
areas of failure.  
—God loves us enough to destroy our dream world so 
we can live in reality.  
——God is not Santa Claus in the sky; He is reality and 
He shows us reality.  
———We need to fix our eyes on Jesus so that we can 
live in full abundant life and not go from broken dream 
world to the next broken dream world.  
————So, where are you living?  Are you living in 
dream world or reality?  
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