
The Abomination
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we spent time looking at the 3 questions that 
Malachi asked in verse 10. 
—We saw that Israel was not united together.  
—We saw they were not faithful to each other.  
—We saw they were not bonded together and the 
covenant was profaned.  
——Then we looked at the fact that we as believers 
need to be united and a family.  
———We need to support one another and live up to 
the covenant God has called us to: To love God with 
every piece of us, serve others, and share the gospel 
with the lost.   

Passage Begins 

Malachi 2:11–12 (NAS):  11 “Judah has dealt 
treacherously, and an abomination has been 
committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah has 
profaned the sanctuary of the Lord which He loves 
and has married the daughter of a foreign god.
 12 “As for the man who does this, may the Lord cut 
off from the tents of Jacob everyone who awakes 
and answers, or who presents an offering to the 
Lord of hosts.

God is not pleased with Israel.  He asked the 3 
questions from last week to once again point out the 
areas that they have fallen short.  
—Their faithlessness, their weak sacrifices, their lack of 
commitment, their poor witness to the nations, and much 
more has been seen by God and He is not pleased.  
——Peter Verhoef wrote, “Judah’s broken faith is more 
precisely defined as a detestable things.”  
———The word used here for treacherously is also 
unfaithful.  
————They treachery that Israel has committed is 
being faithless.  
—————One of meanings of faithless in Hebrew is to 
commit adultery.  
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This is what Israel was doing.  They had made a 
covenant with God and they were stepping out on that 
covenant.  
—God is their Father/their Creator and seeking false 
gods to cheat on God with.  
——God has told Israel and us that we need to not 
accept false gods.  
———READ: Exodus 20:2–6 (NAS): 2 “I am the Lord 
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery.  3 “You shall have no 
other gods before Me. 4 “You shall not make for 
yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath or in the water under 
the earth. 5 “You shall not worship them or serve 
them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on 
the third and the fourth generations of those who 
hate Me, 6 but showing lovingkindness to 
thousands, to those who love Me and keep My 
commandments.
———READ: Jeremiah 10:2–5 (NAS):  2 Thus says 
the Lord, “Do not learn the way of the nations, And 
do not be terrified by the signs of the heavens 
Although the nations are terrified by them; 3 For the 
customs of the peoples are delusion; Because it is 
wood cut from the forest, The work of the hands of a 
craftsman with a cutting tool.  4 “They decorate it 
with silver and with gold; They fasten it with nails 
and with hammers So that it will not totter. 5 “Like a 
scarecrow in a cucumber field are they, And they 
cannot speak; They must be carried, Because they 
cannot walk! Do not fear them, For they can do no 
harm, Nor can they do any good.”

Verses go on and on in the Old Testament telling Israel 
to not have false gods.  
—But the New Testament is pretty clear about them too. 
——READ:1 Corinthians 10:20 (NAS): 20 No, but I 
say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they 
sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I do not 
want you to become sharers in demons. 
——READ: 1 John 5:21 (NAS):  21 Little children, 
guard yourselves from idols.
———We as believers have to be faithful to God and 
not seek out idols in our lives.  
————If we are going love God as He calls us to, we 
can have no room in us for idols.  
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alachi 2:11–12 (NAS):  11 “Judah has dealt 
treacherously, and an abomination has been 
committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah has 
profaned the sanctuary of the Lord which He loves 
and has married the daughter of a foreign god.
 12 “As for the man who does this, may the Lord cut 
off from the tents of Jacob everyone who awakes 
and answers, or who presents an offering to the 
Lord of hosts.

So Israel is faithless and they have done a detestable 
thing.  They have committed an abomination.  
—They have “profaned the sanctuary of the Lord.”  
——The Christ Centered Exposition Commentary says, 
“The people of God are on the stand and God is the 
prosecuting attorney.  Their indictment is that the have 
profaned the Lord through theft, murder, adultery, and 
deceit.  Worst of all, they have chased after false gods—
the ultimate betrayal of their covenantal relationship with 
Him.”  
———God had told them when they went into the 
promise land, that He was giving them, to not do what 
the nations that were there before them were doing.  
————READ: Deuteronomy 18:9 (NAS):  9 “When 
you enter the land which the Lord your God gives 
you, you shall not learn to imitate the detestable 
things of those nations.
—————With the accusation that God is bringing 
against Israel here, they are being accused of doing 
these exact things they were told not to do in Deut. 18.  

David Baker wrote, “The sanctuary, where God meets 
with his covenant beloved, is also viewed affectionately 
by God as the symbol of his covenant ‘love’.  It contains 
his covenant ‘love letter’ to Israel in the form of the Ten 
Commandments, the foundation of the covenant 
document.”
—Instead of coming to the sanctuary of God with 
reverence for Him they are coming in bringing their false 
gods into His house.  (TV SHOW CHEATERS)
——God is not pleased with the nation cheating /being 
unfaithful to Him.  
———God is not going to sit back and allow that to keep 
happening.  
————He will not share His people, His children with 
any destructive false god.  
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Malachi 2:11–12 (NAS):  11 “Judah has dealt 
treacherously, and an abomination has been 
committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah has 
profaned the sanctuary of the Lord which He loves 
and has married the daughter of a foreign god.
 12 “As for the man who does this, may the Lord cut 
off from the tents of Jacob everyone who awakes 
and answers, or who presents an offering to the 
Lord of hosts.

So believers in Christ, how does this apply to our lives 
since the temple is no longer standing?  
—READ: 2 Corinthians 6:16 (NAS):  16 Or what 
agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we 
are the temple of the living God; just as God said,
“I will dwell in them and walk among them;
And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.
——If you are a believer in Christ, you are the temple of 
God.  
———You are the dwelling place of God.  
————READ: John 14:23 (NAS):  23 Jesus 
answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he 
will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and 
We will come to him and make Our abode with him.
—————The covenant love letter should be written in 
our hearts, the foundation of the covenant comes in the 
relationship we have with Jesus Christ, and the gospel is  
the symbol of His covenant love for us.  
——————So the question is: what are you bringing 
to the sanctuary of God?  What are you putting in the 
sanctuary of God?  
—Are you defiling yourself, the sanctuary of God with 
false gods?

The Israelites were profaning the sanctuary of God but 
they were also marrying the daughters of a foreign god.
—What does this mean?  This means that Israel was 
missionary dating.  
——They would marry women from other nations who 
served other gods.  
———These women did not convert and make God 
their God but they still served a foreign god.  
————Why was it a problem for Israel to marry into 
other nations and spouses who serve other Gods?  
—————Verhoef wrote, “Such a marriage is referred 
to as a detestable thing, because it assumed a 
compromise between the God and Father of Israel and a 
pagan idol.  Through these marriages Judah has 
brought their Father and Creator into the ‘family’ of 
pagan gods.”  
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Israel would marry these other nations and accept their 
god, their idols.   
—They were supposed to be God’s people and now 
they are God’s people and this idol’s people.  
——That is not good enough for God.  
———This hurt the Israelites nation identity and they 
started to lose sight of who they really are. 
————Who they really were was the people that God 
was Father of, the people He created, and the people 
that serve and worship the one true God.  

The problem with missionary dating or marrying is that it 
does not work.  
—As in the case here in Israel, the pagan families that 
Israel was marrying into were dragging Israel away from 
God.  
——This is why the New Testament tell us that we 
should not be equally yoked with, or bound together with 
unbelievers.  
———READ: 2 Corinthians 6:14 (NAS):  14 Do not be 
bound together with unbelievers; for what 
partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or 
what fellowship has light with darkness?
————Yes, we are to go to the world and show them 
Christ.  Yes, we are to tell the good news of the gospel.  
Yes, we are to love others like God loves them.  
—————This does not give us the freedom to enter 
into a relationship like marriage with them.  
——————Because what fellowship does light have 
with darkness?  
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Malachi 2:11–12 (NAS):  11 “Judah has dealt 
treacherously, and an abomination has been 
committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah has 
profaned the sanctuary of the Lord which He loves 
and has married the daughter of a foreign god.
 12 “As for the man who does this, may the Lord cut 
off from the tents of Jacob everyone who awakes 
and answers, or who presents an offering to the 
Lord of hosts.

Malachi asks that God would excommunicate or kick out 
whoever does this from the community of God.   
—Why?  They have broken the covenant relationship 
with God but they will also tempt others to be taken 
away from God.  
——This is how destructive this problem was for the 
nation of Israel.  
———Verhoef wrote, “This cancer in the body of the 
people of God must be cut out and totally removed.”  
————The Christ Centered Exposition Commentary 
says, “The problem with marrying someone who is an 
unbeliever isn’t merely that they belong to a different 
religious organization.  The problem with marrying an 
unbeliever is the different worldview through which they 
view all things.  They perceive the world differently than 
a believer does…..Christians have a framework based 
on Christ…It shapes how we spend our time, our 
talents, and our investments….to unite oneself in 
marriage with someone who has a contradictory 
worldview creates tremendous temptation to abandon 
the one true God for worldly, unbiblical pursuits.” 
—————This is what Israel was dealing with and this 
is what was happening in Israel.  

So, what do we take from this message?  How do we 
apply it to our lives?  
—Are you in an emotional, physical, or spiritual 
relationship that is more important to you than God is?  
This is idolatry.  
——We cannot be stepping out on God as Israel was 
doing.  
———If you are a believer in Christ you are the 
sanctuary of God.  What is the sanctuary looking like?  
Is it well cared for or is it full of detestable things?  
————Lastly Christians, we can not be equally yoked 
or bounded with non-believers.  The temptation to 
abandon God is so great.  
—
—
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