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RECAP: 

The last 2 weeks we talked about 4 specific things that 
the priests in Malachi failed at what they were supposed 
to be doing. 
—They turned from God and their failures in ministry 
began with their own failure to look to God.  
—They also caused others to sin as they were sinning.  
—They corrupted/broke/destroyed the covenant that 
was made with their descendants about serving God 
and being His mediator between the nation and God.  
—Lastly, they were corrupt.  They showed partiality in 
their judgements and dealing with the people.  
——And we found that the people they were trying to 
impress and let them get away with things despised 
them and they were humiliated before them.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we will be looking at 3 questions that Malachi 
asks.  
—We will see why we should be united together.  
—We will see that we should be people marked by 
faithfulness.
—We will also understand that our bond together should 
be real and display the covenant that we have made 
with God.  

Passage Begins 
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Malachi 2:10 (NAS):  10 “Do we not all have one 
father? Has not one God created us? Why do we 
deal treacherously each against his brother so as to 
profane the covenant of our fathers?

The Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary says this 
about decay and destruction presented in verse10, 
“Enemies from outside Rome’s gates did not cause it to 
crumble.  It was entirely forces from within its wall.  The 
enemy was the decay of religion and the degradation of 
the home, a result of rampant divorce.”  
—What we see Malachi addressing is that the 
destruction of society, the destruction of Israel, and the 
health of the nation is not from outside sources attacking 
Israel.  
——Israel was rotting from the inside out.  They needed 
to clean the inside so that what is inside could come out.  
———READ: Mark 7:20–23 (NAS):  20 And He was 
saying, “That which proceeds out of the man, that is 
what defiles the man. 21 “For from within, out of the 
heart of men, proceed the evil 
thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, 
22 deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as 
deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and 
foolishness.  23 “All these evil things proceed from 
within and defile the man.”

Here Malachi turns from talking to the priests to the 
nation as a whole.  
—Malachi makes his plea to the nation and the priests 
of Israel.  
——He asks them to think logically about their history 
and the wants them to re-visit who they are. 
———The Israelites need to recommit to God and the 
way they begin the recommitting process is to revisit the 
commitment.  
————So Malachi starts with the idea that they are all 
supposed to be like family.  
—————Having one father means that they were to 
care for one another as good families care for each 
other.  
——————READ: John 1:12–13 (NAS):  12 But as 
many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 
become children of God, even to those who believe 
in His name,13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 
God.
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The focus on Malachi’s first statement is the one father.  
—Who is the one father? Well, some would suggest it is 
Abraham but the majority of scholars will say it is God. 
——Malachi draws Israel’s attention to their common 
kinship with God as the Father.  
———Pieter Verhoef wrote, “We reject the notion that 
Malachi was thinking in terms of ‘universal brotherhood 
of man,’…. ‘Have we not all one Father?  Malachi’s point 
of reference is indisputably his (Malachi’s) fellow Jews.”  
————This means that God is not the Father of all 
people.  He is the creator of all people but not the Father 
of all people.  
—————So what is the difference?  
——————God as creator means that He made us, 
He continues to sustain us, we are under His authority 
and Lordship, and we will be judged by Him.  

God being Father means that we are His children, not 
just His creation.  
—God as Father means a 2 sided relationship, it means 
He forgives, and redeems us.  
——READ: Romans 8:15–17 (NAS):  15 For you have 
not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, 
but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons 
by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  16 The Spirit 
Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children 
of God, 17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God 
and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with 
Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.
——READ: Galatians 4:4–7 (NAS):  4 But when the 
fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, 
born of a woman, born under the Law, 5 so that He 
might redeem those who were under the Law, that 
we might receive the adoption as sons.  6 Because 
you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His 
Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”  7 
Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and 
if a son, then an heir through God.
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The next part of verse 10 says, “Has not one God 
created us?”
—Malachi’s subject here in this passage is God and the 
people of Israel, so when he talks of creating them, he is 
speaking of the nation of Israel.   
——Verhoef writes, “It is important to note how Malachi 
has formulated his question.  He deliberately uses the 
word bara ‘to create,’ because he wants to stress the 
exceptional character of Israel’s origin as God’s 
covenant people.”
——The Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary says 
this, “The only reason you people are created as a 
nation, in fact the only reason you exist as a nation is 
because of Me, the Lord effectively says.”  
———The Israelites need to remember where they 
came from, they need to remember their identity, and 
they need to remember their calling.   
————What about you?  Do you remember your lost 
and broken state that Christ saved you out of?  Do you 
remember your identity is in Christ?  Do your remember 
the calling that God has for your life?  
—————The Christ-Centered Exposition commentary 
says, “Forgetfulness will lead to faithlessness.”   
——————In the book Identity Theft they say, “In 
order to become our truest selves, in order to know 
ourselves, we must know him.  In order to reflect his 
goodness and glory, we much be made like him, we 
must by “renewed in knowledge after the image of our 
creator” (Colossians 3:10).  We may lose our lives in the 
process - we may be stripped of everything we knew to 
be true about ourselves.  But in doing so, in losing our 
lives for his sake, we will find them.  In surrounding to 
God, we will experience the full, abundant life that only 
he can offer as the Creator of life.” 
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Malachi then asks his third question: why do we deal 
treacherously or why are we faithless to one another?  
—Faithlessness is the broken sinful human condition 
that resides in all of us.  
——So this is something that each and every one of us 
has to fight.  
———If Israel is going to be a family under the authority 
of God the Father, then they will have to be faithful to 
one another.  
————If our church is going to be a family under the 
authority of God the Father we will have to be faithful to 
each other.  
—————We will have to deal kindly, lovingly, and 
graciously with each other.  

This idea of faithless or treacherously is really betrayal 
or committing adultery.  
—It is a breach, breaking of relationship, or a gap in our 
treatment of one another.  
——This description of faithless or treacherously is 
drastically different from what God tells us how to treat 
each other.
———READ: Romans 12:9–13 (NAS):  9 Let love be 
without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what 
is good.  10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly 
love; give preference to one another in honor; 11 not 
lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in 
tribulation, devoted to prayer, 13 contributing to the 
needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.
———READ: Philippians 2:3–4 (NAS):  3 Do nothing 
from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility 
of mind regard one another as more important than 
yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own 
personal interests, but also for the interests of 
others.
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Malachi 2:10–12 (NAS):  10 “Do we not all have one 
father? Has not one God created us? Why do we 
deal treacherously each against his brother so as to 
profane the covenant of our fathers?

The church should be filled with people who are faithful 
to each other and who reveal that faithfulness to the 
world.  
—We are to be a body fit together, we are to be a 
building of worship and praise for God, we are to be a 
bride for Christ, and we are to be a family bound 
together on the faithfulness and sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ.  
——We should be following the example of Christ Jesus 
and living as He did; loving God the Father and loving 
other.  
———So, how are you doing at being faithful to your 
church?  
————Are you displaying these things listed above 
with one another?  

The Israelites treachery or faithlessness profane 
(defiled, desecrated, dishonored) the covenant of their 
fathers.  
—The way that they treated one another actual polluted 
the covenant between God and their fathers.  
——The New American Commentary says, “Realizing 
that God brought them into existence as a United whole 
in a covenant relationship to himself should have 
produced faithfulness not only to him, but also to one 
another.  Their unity should have motivated mutual 
understanding, caring, and support.”  
———READ: 1 John 5:1–2 (NAS):  1 Whoever 
believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and 
whoever loves the Father loves the child born of 
Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God and observe His 
commandments.
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The world we live in right now is starving for community. 
—But they are starving for loving, faithful community.  
——We have the opportunity to give them the 
community and the gospel that they so desperately 
need.  
———But worldly people see through fake love, fake 
people, and fake commitment.  Why? 
————Because they are experts at these things.  
They are searching for something real in this world of 
fake.  
—————We’ve got to be real people, loving with real 
love, and presenting the real God.  

So, what is our take away?  What is our practical 
application?  
—Our church can be like the Israelites here where they 
were decaying and dying from the inside or we can be 
like the New Testament call us to be.  Who does our 
church resemble most?   
—Our lives can be like the Israelites where we are 
decaying and dying from the inside or we can be as the 
New Testament calls us to be.  Who does your life most 
resemble?  
——Christians we have one Father and we are united 
by Christ Jesus so we should be faithful to each other.  
———Are you faithful to fellow believers?  
————Are you honoring the covenant with God 
through the blood of Jesus Christ, or are you profaning 
it?  

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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