
Joy in Jesus
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

So we have wrapped up our mini series within a series 
last week.  
—We spent time looking at our broken love in 
comparison to God’s perfect un-understandable love.  
—We saw bad examples from Israel and the priest and 
we saw the ultimate example of love displayed in Jesus 
Christ the Savior of the world.   
——Over the 3 week study into Mal. 1:6-8 we talked a 
lot about offering a good and expectable sacrifice.  
———We talked about what good expectable sacrifices 
look like to God.  
————And over the entire books so far we have 
talked about not letting the influences around us shape 
who we are but letting the Word of God shape who we 
are.  

INTRODUCTION: 

 As I prepared the last 3 weeks in our mini study it was 
easy.  Things just fell into place and writing was a 
breeze.  
—Everything fit so nice and neat with the advent 
candles….Then I got to this passage and it did not fit 
very nice and neat.  
——I struggled to get this passage anywhere near joy.  
———Of course, when I had all but given up, and 
started to prepare to break from our current study in 
Malachi and move elsewhere, God started showing off 
again.  
————As I started to think about Joy, God called to 
the front of my mind and heart this phrase, “Make my 
Joy complete.”  
—————As I looked up where that came from, I know 
all of you know where that came from, but Phil. 2:1-4 
came up.  
——————So this morning we will see that if we want 
Joy, if we are seeking God’s favor, if we are going to 
offer useful sacrifices, sacrifices that are accepted by 
God; then we are going to have to live Phil. 2:1-4 and 
how Phil. 2:1-4 living will cause us to live as Christ in 
Phil. 2:5-8.   
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Passage Begins 

Malachi 1:9–10 (NAS):  9 “But now will you not 
entreat God’s favor, that He may be gracious to us? 
With such an offering on your part, will He receive 
any of you kindly?” says the Lord of hosts.
 10 “Oh that there were one among you who would 
shut the gates, that you might not uselessly kindle 
fire on My altar! I am not pleased with you,” says the 
Lord of hosts, “nor will I accept an offering from 
you.

So to this point in the biblical narrative we have seen 
that God loves Israel and has chosen them.   
—We have seen Israel not love God back but God 
continues to love Israel.  
——We have seen Israel offer weak and unacceptable 
sacrifices to God.  
———We saw Israel not looking to God’s name for hope 
but despising His name.  
————We have heard God point these things out to 
them because they need to make massive changes in 
their lives in order to serve God as they should.  
—————So, now we find out that in all of their short 
falls they are still looking for God to put His favor on 
them.  

The Israelites and the priests thought that if they did 
what God wanted them, to them, they would receive His 
favor.  
—There is a religious epidemic that is devastating the 
church today called Moralistic therapeutic deism.  
——The basic idea is that God or a god exists and 
created humanity.  
———God wants people to be good and do good 
things.  He wants humanity to be moral creatures.  
————When you do good then God is happy with you.  
—————When a person does this they will be happy 
and good people will go to heaven when they die

This epidemic is killing our churches but this is not a 
new thing as we see this happening here in Malachi.  
—They want God’s favor just because they have done 
what they were supposed to.  
——Doing what we are supposed to does not get us into 
heaven, into God’s favor, or get us what we want.  
———God does not work like that.  
————Nothing you or I can do will get us into God’s 
favor.  
—————It is only though Jesus Christ can we enter 
into the favor of God (delight God).  
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So what I am saying is there is only joy or 
encouragement in Christ.  
—The only way that we can be in the favor of God and 
have fellowship with Him is through Jesus Christ.  
——READ: Philippians 2:1–2 (NAS):  1 Therefore if 
there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any 
consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the 
Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2 make my 
joy complete by being of the same mind, 
maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on 
one purpose.
———So if we are trying to seek out God’s favor by the 
things we do we are never going to get it.  
————The favor of God requires Jesus and a 
relationship with Him.  
—————A relationship with Jesus should change our 
perspectives, motives, hearts, and really all of us.  

Daniel, the Old Testament prophet, knew that it was not 
just about going through the motion and doing things but 
it was about the hearts behind the things we do.  
—READ: Daniel 9:13 (NAS):  13 “As it is written in 
the law of Moses, all this calamity has come on us; 
yet we have not sought the favor of the Lord our 
God by turning from our iniquity and giving 
attention to Your truth.
——Daniel was saying here that God’s favor is not 
achieved by walking through the motions of sacrifice but 
by turning from sinful selfish ways to the truth of God. 
———What Moralistic therapeutic deism tells us is that 
it doesn’t matter why you do good as long as you do 
good. 
————This is exactly opposite of what God is saying 
here in Malachi 1.  
—————God does not just want your actions.  There 
can be no hope, love, joy, or peace in actions with the 
wrong reasons.  
——————God wants the heart; the innermost piece 
of you committed to Him and His purposes.  He desires 
that relationship with you and when that relationship is 
intact; then our action will flow from it.  
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alachi 1:9–10 (NAS):  9 “But now will you not entreat 
God’s favor, that He may be gracious to us? With 
such an offering on your part, will He receive any of 
you kindly?” says the Lord of hosts.
 10 “Oh that there were one among you who would 
shut the gates, that you might not uselessly kindle 
fire on My altar! I am not pleased with you,” says the 
Lord of hosts, “nor will I accept an offering from 
you.
 

There is so much Joy in that.  It is not based on what we 
can do; it is based on what He can do in us after we give 
ourselves over to Him.    
—This is why we can have joy that God will not say, as 
He does in verse 10, this about the alters of our hearts, 
“Oh that there were one among you who would shut the 
gate, that you might not uselessly kindle fire on My 
altar!”  
——The Israelites had fallen so far away from God that 
the heart was not in the sacrifice, the purity of the 
sacrifice was gone, and God would rather they close the 
gates of the temple than have these weak worthless 
worship. 
———Hellmuth Frey said, “A worship that does not 
acknowledge and honor God is worse than no worship 
at all.”  
————Brandenburg said, “It is better to be speechless 
than to blaspheme.  It is preferable to experience the 
Antony of being far away from God that’s to deceive 
oneself by assuming that God will listen to the appeals 
of a hypocrite.”  
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We have to realize and understand that it is not the 
physical things that God needs.  They are His anyway.   
—It is not the work that we do that God needs.  He could 
do it without us.
—It is our hearts in the sacrifice of physical things that 
God wants, it is our hearts in the work He has called us 
to, and it is the surrender of our lives that He wants from 
us.  
——If we hand our lives over to God and embrace our 
relationship with Him instead of as, The New American 
Commentary says, “ritual that masked a perversion of 
biblical ethics did not arise from wholehearted devotion, 
nor did ritual that violated biblical instructions.  God 
hates acts and words of ‘worship’ rendered hollow by 
acts of disobedience.”  
———READ: Micah 6:6–8 (NAS):  6 With what shall I 
come to the Lord And bow myself before the God on 
high?  Shall I come to Him with burnt offerings, With 
yearling calves? 7 Does the Lord take delight in 
thousands of rams, In ten thousand rivers of oil?
Shall I present my firstborn for my rebellious acts, 
The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 8 He has 
told you, O man, what is good; And what does the 
Lord require of you But to do justice, to love 
kindness, And to walk humbly with your God?
———READ: Matthew 23:23 (NAS):  23 “Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe 
mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the 
weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy 
and faithfulness; but these are the things you 
should have done without neglecting the others.
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Philippians 2:1–4 (NAS):  1 Therefore if there is any 
encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation 
of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any 
affection and compassion,
 2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, 
maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on 
one purpose.
 3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but 
with humility of mind regard one another as more 
important than yourselves;
 4 do not merely look out for your own personal 
interests, but also for the interests of others.

So, how do we avoid ritualistic, biblically perverted, half 
hearted worship?  
—It has to come from Jesus, the source of Joy.  
——READ: Philippians:2:2-4: make my joy complete 
by being of the same mind, maintaining the same 
love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do 
nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with 
humility of mind regard one another as more 
important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out 
for your own personal interests, but also for the 
interests of others.
—Paul’s joy will be complete, he tells the Philippian 
church, by the church remaining to be likeminded, united 
in spirit, maintaining love, and set on the one purpose 
which is Christ; the source of Joy.  

But Paul is not done there, he continues with: READ: 
Philippians 2:3–4 (NAS):  3 Do nothing from 
selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of 
mind regard one another as more important than 
yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own 
personal interests, but also for the interests of 
others. 
—What did the priest in Malachi do and lead the nation 
of Israel in?  
——Selfishness and empty conceit (excessive pride in 
oneself), they focused on themselves not thinking of 
their representation of the nation of Israel to God.  
———If we want to truly be joyful even in the most 
difficult of time in our lives we need to also be selfless, 
humble, caring for others not just as you care for 
yourself but as more important than yourself, and look 
out for the interest of others.  

Scripture:

6



As we have run through the list of things that will make 
Paul’s joy complete: likeminded, untied in spirit, 
maintaining love, selfless, humble, caring for others 
more that yourself, and looking out for others interest; 
what biblical figure does that sound like?  
—JESUS!!!!! If you want full joy embrace Jesus with all 
of your life.  
——Hand your life over to Him and follow Him where 
every He may lead.  
———But also, follow the example of Christ life when 
He was walking here.  
————READ: 1 John 2:6 (NAS):  6 the one who 
says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the 
same manner as He walked.
————READ: 1 Peter 2:21–24 (NAS):  21 For you 
have been called for this purpose, since Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to 
follow in His steps,  22 who committed no sin, nor 
was any deceit found in His mouth;  23 and while 
being reviled, He did not revile in return; while 
suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting 
Himself to Him who judges righteously;  24 and He 
Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; 
for by His wounds you were healed.
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So, what do we take from this message?  What is our 
practical application?  
—The Israelite priests sacrifices were joyless because 
they were out of obligation and not because of a 
relationship with God.  
——Why are you good?  What are your sacrifices for?  
Are you just going through the motions?  Are you just 
doing enough to get your fire insurance? 
———Are you likeminded with the God of the universe? 
Are you united in spirit with other likeminded bible 
believing Christians?  Are you maintaining love, are you 
selfless, humble, and care for others?  Are you more like 
Jesus or are you more like the priests of Malachi’s time?  
————Embrace joy, true lasting joy, unspeakable joy 
in Jesus.  
—————READ: 1 Peter 1:6–9 (NAS):  6 In this you 
greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been distressed by various 
trials, 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more 
precious than gold which is perishable, even though 
tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 8 
and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, 
and though you do not see Him now, but believe in 
Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and 
full of glory, 9 obtaining as the outcome of your faith 
the salvation of your souls.
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