
Sacrificial Love
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

So here we are at the end of our mini series within our 
big series.  
—The first week we looked at Malachi 1:6-8 we focused 
on the sacrifice that we are giving to almighty God.  
——We looked at if we are offering an acceptable 
sacrifice to God with our lives or are we offering a weak, 
blind, or lame sacrifice?  
—Last week we talked about how there is hope in the 
name of God.  
——When we look at God for who He truly is there is so 
much hope in Him.  
———The problem is that we let the world, the things of 
the world, and the enemies of God distort our view of 
almighty God and instead of having hope in His name 
we despise His name like the priest in Malachi.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we are going to look at love in this passage.  
—We already looked at God’s love for Israel and His 
love for us in Malachi 1:2-5.  
——But today we are going to look at our love.  
———We are going to see a bad example of love in 
comparison to a good example of love.  
————We will be challenged to make appropriate 
sacrifices to reveal our love and worship of God.  

Passage Begins 
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Malachi 1:6–8 (NAS):  6 “ ‘A son honors his father, 
and a servant his master. Then if I am a father, where 
is My honor? And if I am a master, where is My 
respect?’ says the Lord of hosts to you, O priests 
who despise My name. But you say, ‘How have we 
despised Your name?’
 7 “You are presenting defiled food upon My altar. 
But you say, ‘How have we defiled You?’ In that you 
say, ‘The table of the Lord is to be despised.’
 8 “But when you present the blind for sacrifice, is it 
not evil? And when you present the lame and sick, is 
it not evil? Why not offer it to your governor? Would 
he be pleased with you? Or would he receive you 
kindly?” says the Lord of hosts.

Now to really get into this passage the way that I think 
we need to understand Old Testament sacrifices.   
—There are many types of sacrifices made in the Old 
Testament but there are really 5 main types of sacrifices.  
——There were burnt sacrifices, grain sacrifices, sin 
sacrifices, peace sacrifices, and trespass sacrifices.   
———Each one of these sacrifices were given by God 
to the Israelites for several purposes.  
————The sacrifices point to the complete and final 
sacrifice that Jesus Christ made for each and every 
person if they would believe in Him and accept Him as 
their Lord and Savior.  
—————But the sacrifices were more than temporary 
atonement for sin, or for temporary peace with God, they 
were more than seeking God’s favor temporarily, they 
were more than looking forward to Christ as well.  
——————As we see here in our passage it was not 
just about the act itself but it was also about heart and 
intention behind what they were doing.  

Now I am going to read 2 definitions for Eerdmans Bible 
Dictionary and you tell me if you think these are also 
what the sacrifices in the Old Testament were about:  “To 
pay homage to or, literally, to ascribe worth to some 
person or thing, embracing the whole of the reverent 
life.”   
—What about this definition as well: “of relationships 
between humans and between God and humans, 
encompassing affection, loyalty, and responsibility.”  
——The first word defined was worship and the second 
was love.  
———See loving God is worshiping Him and when we 
love and worship Him as we should, praising Him is then 
done as well.  
————The definition of praise is: “to honor and 
ascribe worth to God.  Praise is regarded by the Bible as 
the response due to God from all creation because of 
His majesty and saving actions; it is the dominate 
characteristic of true piety.”  
—————READ: Luke 4:8 (NAS):  8 Jesus answered 
him, “It is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your 
God and serve Him only.’ ”
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So, when we look at the sacrifice that the priests and 
Israel were offering to God in our passage here they 
were bad sacrifices but when we look at the intent and 
heart behind the sacrifices being made they were just as 
bad as the sacrifices themself.
—The priest and by representation of the priest, the 
people of Israel, were not taking serious their love for 
God.  
——It was the same attitude that Esau had for his 
birthright which he considered less important than a 
bowl of soup.  
—READ: Genesis 25:32–34 (NAS):  32 Esau said, 
“Behold, I am about to die; so of what use then is 
the birthright to me?”  33 And Jacob said, “First 
swear to me”; so he swore to him, and sold his 
birthright to Jacob.  34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread 
and lentil stew; and he ate and drank, and rose and 
went on his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.

God expected the sacrifices that Israel gave to Him 
would have come from the good gifts that He gave to 
Israel.  
—These sacrifices were supposed to represent the love, 
loyalty, honor,  and sorrow over wrong doings.  
——But the sacrifices were described by God with these 
words: no honor, despised, defiled, evil, blind, lame, and 
sick.  
——Does that sound like the words used in the 
definitions above?  Words like: pay homage, ascribe 
worth, embracing the reverent life, relationship, 
encompassing affection, loyalty, and responsibility.  
———The priest sacrifices, the Israelite sacrifices were 
loving God by worshiping Him producing praise; they 
were out of obligation.  
————God calls them all out by saying, “Why not offer 
this to your governor?  
—————Eventually, pay that to tax to your governor 
and see what they say.   
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The Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary says this, 
“The governor’s table was a lavishly prepared banquet 
that included offerings from the people.  Certainly the 
governor would not have been pleased with the meat of 
blind or crippled or diseased animals.  In fact, he would 
not have accepted it.  How much more absurd it was to 
expect the favor of the Lord almighty with such offerings.  
He did not accept such sacrifices nor did he accept the 
priest.  In modern times God may have reason to say 
something to you like this: ‘You offer your best to Uncle 
Sam, but you offer less to the work of God.  You spend 
all your time watching college football, but you spend 
minimal time reading My Word.  You spend all your time 
in your hobbies, but you devote little time to praying, 
seeking, memorizing, and mediating.”  
—Once again, we are really good at saying things, 
believing those things, but then not having our actions 
match our words and our minds.  
——God’s confrontation of Israel in Malachi is not calling 
Israel just offer Him better sacrifices; they do that for 
their governors. 
———God’s confrontation of Israel is Malachi is not 
calling Israel just to have some more reverence for Him; 
we have reverence for a lot of people and things.   
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God’s confrontation of Israel in Malachi is calling Israel 
to love Him the way that He deserves to be loved.  
—When Israel loves God the way that God deserves to 
be loved they will have a reverence for Him that He 
deserves, and they will offer Him their best as sacrifices 
to Him.  
——READ: Mark 12:28–30 (NAS):  28 One of the 
scribes came and heard them arguing, and 
recognizing that He had answered them well, asked 
Him, “What commandment is the foremost of all?”  
29 Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘Hear, O 
Israel! The Lord our God is one Lord; 30 and you 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with 
all your strength.’
———This is how God deserves to be loved.  
————He deserves every bit of our lives; He deserves 
your heart, your soul, your mind, and your strength.  
—————Our sacrifice should be a loving response to 
love received.   

The Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary had this 
story in it and I thought this story was perfect to prove 
the point:  
—“This truth reminds me of the young believer who had 
attended church shortly after being baptized in Africa.  
During part of the service, they were passing the plate.  
because she was a new believer, this was unfamiliar 
practice.  She saw people taking money out of their 
pockets and their wallets and putting it into the offering 
plate.  She, as a new believer and living in menial 
conditions, reached into her pocket and realized she had 
no money.  As the plate was being passed down her 
row, the usher handed it to her.  She didn’t know what to 
do so she set it on the ground, and she stood inside the 
plate before speaking out loud, ‘God, I don’t have any 
money but you can have all of me.”  
—This is a love for God that He desires from us; this is 
the love that God wanted from Israel and the priest in 
Malachi.  
——The question that we all need to think about is are 
we offering ourselves like this woman or are we offering 
ourselves like the Israelites and the priest? 
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We spent quite some time looking at bad sacrifices, bad 
motives or intent in sacrifice, and a lack of love for God 
but now we are going to look at the best sacrifice.  
—READ: Philippians 2:5–8 (NAS):  5 Have this 
attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ 
Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a 
bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of 
men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross.
—Jesus, who was in eternal paradise with God the 
Father, did not hesitate a moment when He left His 
place on high to come down to a broken world filled with 
broken humans and broken creation. 
——Jesus’ sacrifice of leaving heaven, taking on 
humanity, living and dying was because of His love.  
———First and foremost His love for God the Father 
and then His love for us.  
————Jesus did not give a piece of Himself, He did 
not give a so-so sacrifice, no, He gave all of Himself 
even to the point of death.   
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Jesus loved us enough to give His life for you and me so 
we could be forgiven of ALL our sins. 
—READ: John 15:13 (NAS):  13 “Greater love has no 
one than this, that one lay down his life for his 
friends.
——Jesus did what He said, He laid His life down for His 
friends.  
———Are we going to do the same?  It is now, the time 
for us to sacrifice, as a loving response to love received.  
————READ: John 15:13–14 (NAS):  13 “Greater 
love has no one than this, that one lay down his life 
for his friends. 14 “You are My friends if you do what 
I command you.
—————What does Jesus command us to do?  
——————READ: Matthew 22:36–40 (NAS):  36 
“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the 
Law?” 37 And He said to him, “ ‘You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.’  38 “This is the great 
and foremost commandment.  39 “The second is like 
it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  40 “On 
these two commandments depend the whole Law 
and the Prophets.”

So, what is our practical application?  What do we take 
from this passage?  
—What we need to take is that our sacrifice is bigger 
than just an obligation or duty.  It reveals our love for 
God.  
——What is your sacrifice saying about your love for 
God?  
—God’s love for us has been proven.  He has said He 
has proved it with action.  
——God’s sacrifice for us was great as Jesus offered all 
of Himself.  
———Are you giving someone or something else more 
of a sacrifice, more of your love, than you are giving 
God. 
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