
There is Hope In His Name
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we started our mini series within a big series 
here in Malachi 1:6-8.  
—Last week we looked at the sacrifice that we bring to 
God.  
——We saw that the priest in Malachi’s time were 
offering sacrifices that were lame, sick, and blind to God.  
———We talked about how if you are a believer and a 
follower of Jesus Christ, then you are royal priesthood 
who is supposed to offer a sacrifice as well. 
————So we were to contemplate what kind of 
sacrifice we are offering God: are we offering leftovers, 
are we offering so-so, are we offering good enough or 
are we offering an acceptable living sacrifice to God?  
—————Then I challenged you to make a plan, to not 
just let this convict you for a moment, for a day, but to 
make a plan to make the appropriate change to offer 
acceptable living sacrifices to God.   

INTRODUCTION: 

This week we are looking at the same passage.  
—There is so much wrapped up in this passage we are 
going to unwrap an early Christmas present.  
——This week we are looking at the hope that is in the 
Name of God.  
———As we will see, the Israelites often times lost sight 
of the significance of what it meant to be an ambassador 
for God and carrying His name to the nations.    
————So we will see what it means to carry the name 
of God almighty and we will see if we are carrying that 
name in a worthy manner or if we are carrying it in a 
despised or profaned way.

Passage Begins 
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Malachi 1:6–8 (NAS):  6 “ ‘A son honors his father, 
and a servant his master. Then if I am a father, where 
is My honor? And if I am a master, where is My 
respect?’ says the Lord of hosts to you, O priests 
who despise My name. But you say, ‘How have we 
despised Your name?’
 7 “You are presenting defiled food upon My altar. 
But you say, ‘How have we defiled You?’ In that you 
say, ‘The table of the Lord is to be despised.’
 8 “But when you present the blind for sacrifice, is it 
not evil? And when you present the lame and sick, is 
it not evil? Why not offer it to your governor? Would 
he be pleased with you? Or would he receive you 
kindly?” says the Lord of hosts.

So we are going to focus this morning on this phrase: “O 
priests who despise My name.”  
—It seems like in our world where everyone slanders 
everyone else’s name, that a name is not something that 
is regarded with as much respect as they once did.  
——One of my favorite baseball coach sayings goes like 
this, “when you are there on the field you represent the 
name on the front of your jersey and the name on the 
back of your jersey.”  
———This saying is a call to act with respect for the 
name on the front of the jersey; your team that you play 
on; and a call to act with respect to the name on the 
back of your jersey is to act with respect to your family 
name; your last name is usually on the back of the 
jersey.  
————When we say this to the kids now, they have no 
clue what it means because what does it mean now a 
days to have a respected name.  
—————So, as we see the Israelites and especially 
with the priest leading them were not representing their 
God’s name well.  

The question that you may be asking is, “why does it 
matter if God’s name is represented well?”  Or, “why 
does it matter if God’s name is respected or not?” 
—Well, or culture and society may not think much of a 
name, but God does.  
—Justin Taylor wrote, “The name of God is God’s 
revelation of himself.” 
——Richard Taylor wrote, “Thus God’s ‘name’ here 
refers to his nature or character as revealed in his words 
and acts.”  
———David Baker wrote, “Their contempt is for God’s 
‘name,’ that is, his reputation.”
————So, we need to do a study into God’s name in-
order to understand what is really going on in Malachi’s 
time and to make sure we are not following in their foot 
steps.  
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Often times we are told that God does things out of His 
love for us.  
—That is not wrong but something else is the foundation 
in which God’s love is built on.  
——The foundation of God’s love, work, acts, discipline, 
testing, refrain, timing, support, refining, leading/guiding, 
pardoning, and salvation is His name sake; His 
revelation of Himself, His nature or character, His 
reputation, and more.  
———Now, this can be a difficult concept for us when 
we have never spent time looking at it but once we are 
done here today hopefully it make sense.  
————As we look at the Bible more and more we will 
see that God deserves all the glory and that as His 
creation, our job here on this earth is to glorify God; 
bring glory to Him; and enjoy Him forever.  
—————When we look at the end of all things this is 
exactly what followers and believers in Christ will be 
doing. 
——————READ: Revelation 7:9–10 (NAS):  9 After 
these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude 
which no one could count, from every nation and all 
tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, 
and palm branches were in their hands;10 and they 
cry out with a loud voice, saying,“Salvation to our 
God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”
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People try to argue this point and say, “isn’t that selfish 
or self seeking of God?”
—I back away from them just in case the lightning bolt 
comes down and zaps them, and respond, “if God is 
really the only God of the universe, if He is all powerful, 
if He controls all things, if He holds all things in place, if 
He has a perfect plan in place and has put that plan in 
place throughout all eternity; then He deserves every bit 
of glory.  
——David Platt wrote this, “That’s the whole point of 
history, and that is the whole point of each one of our 
lives.  We live for the glory of God’s name.  That’s what 
should drive us from the moment we awake to 
consciousness in the morning and throughout the day to 
the moment we fall asleep at night….(He continues) This 
should drive everything we do in our lives, in our 
marriages, in our families.  (He comments on how we 
should think saying) Like, How do I love my wife for the 
glory of God’s name?  How do I love my kids for the 
glory of God’s name?  How do I carry out my work? 
Whatever you do, you job, how do you do it for the glory 
of God’s name?”  
———READ: 1 Corinthians 10:31 (NAS):  
31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you 
do, do all to the glory of God.

So, how should this bring us to hope? 
—Here we are in the holiday season and we talk about 
hope a lot but if we are honest there are several of us 
that don’t have a lot of hope.  
——That is because we, like the priest in Malachi’s time, 
have waited for God for so long to do something we 
have asked, we have waited on His promises, and we 
have waited for God but He has not acted yet.  
———We have grown tired of waiting and so our hope 
has faded.  
————If we truly know the character of God, the 
reputation of God, His might acts, and His revelation of 
Himself it give us great hope.  
—————So let’s get to know God a little better right 
now.  
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READ: Jeremiah 14:7 (NAS):  7 “Although our 
iniquities testify against us, O Lord, act for Your 
name’s sake!Truly our apostasies have been many, 
We have sinned against You.
—Even though we have seen the greatness of God and 
proof of God has been proved throughout generations, 
we still sin.  
——We still question Him, we still doubt Him, but He 
continues to act for us while we sin, while we backslide, 
and while we choose other than Him.  
READ: Daniel 9:19 (NAS):  19 “O Lord, hear! O Lord, 
forgive! O Lord, listen and take action! For Your own 
sake, O my God, do not delay, because Your city and 
Your people are called by Your name.”
—God forgives us not because anything we have but 
because His forgiveness of us brings glory to Him and 
salvation to us.  

READ: 1 Samuel 12:22 (NAS):  22 “For the Lord will 
not abandon His people on account of His great 
name, because the Lord has been pleased to make 
you a people for Himself.
—God will not leave those that are His nor will He 
forsake them on account of His name.  
——He will not abandon us and He is pleased to have a 
people that are His.  
READ: Psalm 23:3 (NAS):  3 He restores my soul;
He guides me in the paths of righteousness
For His name’s sake.
—Our restoration is for His name sake. His guiding of us 
is for His name sake.  
READ: Psalm 25:11 (NAS):  11 For Your name’s sake, 
O Lord, Pardon my iniquity, for it is great.
—God pardons (forgives us, gives us mercy, gives us 
grace) from our sins no matter how great they are to 
bring glory to His name.  
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READ: Psalm 143:11 (NAS):  11 For the sake of Your 
name, O Lord, revive me. In Your righteousness 
bring my soul out of trouble.
—God keeps us alive and keeps us here on this earth 
for His name sake.  So we can bring Him glory in the 
things that we do.  
——Our work, our bringing glory to Him should reveal to 
those that are not believers how good God is.  
———We are to take the great name of God to the 
nations.  This is called evangelism.  
————READ: Ezekiel 20:9 (NAS): I acted for the 
sake of My name, that it should not be profaned in 
the sight of the nations among whom they lived, in 
whose sight I made Myself known to them by 
bringing them out of the land of Egypt.
—————As good ambassadors/representatives for 
God we are to take the great name of God and share 
with all who will hear of His goodness and glory.   
——————We are not to profane (which means to 
treat something sacred with abuse, irreverence, or 
contempt; according to Merriam-Webster’s dictionary) 
His name among the nation.  This is what the Israelites 
in Malachi’s time were doing.    
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When we do take God to the nation we will reach the 
nation not because of us but because of Him.  
—We will also encounter hate: READ: Matthew 10:22 
(NAS):  22 “You will be hated by all because of My 
name, but it is the one who has endured to the end 
who will be saved. 
—We will encounter abandonment from those closest to 
us, difficulties, and death for His name sake: READ: 
Matthew 19:29 (NAS):  29 “And everyone who has 
left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother 
or children or farms for My name’s sake, will 
receive many times as much, and will inherit eternal 
life.
——God does not promise that living for His glory will be 
easy but there is so much hope in living for the one and 
only God.  
———READ: Romans 11:36 (NAS):  36 For from Him 
and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him 
be the glory forever. Amen.
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John Piper breaks down Isaiah 48:9-11: READ: Isaiah 
48:9–11 (NAS):  9 “For the sake of My name I delay 
My wrath,And for My praise I restrain it for you, In 
order not to cut you off. 10 “Behold, I have refined 
you, but not as silver; I have tested you in the 
furnace of affliction. 11 “For My own sake, for My 
own sake, I will act; For how can My name be 
profaned?And My glory I will not give to another.
—Piper identifies 5 different things God does for us: 1. 
He defers His anger, 2. He restrains His anger, 3. He 
refines us, 4. He tries us, 5. He acts.   
——But all of these things are done for His name sake: 
1. For my name’s sake, 2. Or the sake of my praise, 3. 
For my own sake, 4. For my own sake, 5. His name 
should not be profaned, 6. My glory.  
———Just as Isaiah is dealing with Israel not being and 
doing what God has called them to; so in Malachi 
dealing with Israel not doing or being what they should 
be doing.  
————So to in our day believers are not doing or 
being what they should be doing.  
—————God’s anger, His restrain, and refine only last 
so long before His justice has to come for His name 
sake.  
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This is why the greatest hope we have is that God’s 
vindication (the action of clearing someone of blame or 
suspicion) of His name and glory God gives us the 
opportunity to not have that fall on us.   
—READ: Isaiah 53:4–6 (NAS):  4 Surely our griefs He 
Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we 
ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, 
and afflicted.  5 But He was pierced through for our 
transgressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities;The chastening for our well-being fell 
upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.  6 
All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has 
turned to his own way; But the Lord has caused the 
iniquity of us allTo fall on Him.
——There is hope in this holiday season because Jesus 
Christ came and paid the debt we owed, He took our 
grief, our sorrows, He was stricken for us, He was 
pierced for us, He was crushed for us.  
———He took the justice that we deserved to pay for on 
Him.  
————Jesus took the the punishment for our iniquities 
on Himself so we could have peace with God and live in 
the hope of all that God does for us.  

So what do we take away from this passage?  What is 
our practical application?
—There is hope in God’s name or their is vindication in 
God’s name.  
——Which are you living in?  Hope or vindication?  
———Are you honoring, glorifying, praising God’s name 
or are you defiling God’s name.  
————Are you wearing the jersey of Christian but 
being the best player on the world’s side?  
—————Does your hope come in the world or does 
your hope come from that which is bigger than this 
world, the God who created all things.  
——————Don’t answer too fast.  Take time to reflect 
on what your actions prove about you not your words.  
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