
What is Your Sacrifice?
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

So last week we got a history lesson from God about the 
love He had for Israel.  
—We saw how if we are believers in Christ and have 
handed our lives over to Him then we are chosen, loved, 
and part of an eternal kingdom.  
——We saw that Jacob was not chosen by any worldly 
quality but God chose Him because He chose Him.  
———God chooses us not because of us or anything 
we have done but because He chooses us.  
————We spent time looking at some of the things 
that God hates.  
—————Those things God hates are those things that 
are against or contrary to God’s character.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we will start a mini series within our Malachi 
series.  
—This series will be in Malachi 1:6-8.  There is so much 
to learn from these verses that we will spend more time 
on them.  
——Today we are going to learn about the failing 
sacrifice of Israel and how we can offer failing sacrifices 
as well.  
———We will see that God should be honored and 
respected. 

Passage Begins 
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Malachi 1:6–8 (NAS):  6 “ ‘A son honors his father, 
and a servant his master. Then if I am a father, where 
is My honor? And if I am a master, where is My 
respect?’ says the Lord of hosts to you, O priests 
who despise My name. But you say, ‘How have we 
despised Your name?’

God continues with His dialog here with the Israels.  
—God confronts the priest of Israel but He also 
confronts the people of Israel.  
——Israel had been falling short for so long and they 
needed correction.  
———God starts off with some practical everyday things 
to make His point.  
————“A son honors his father.”  
—————This word honor often gets thrown around in 
our world but what does it mean?  
——————Honor means: Acknowledging of  weight, 
renowned, high status, distinguished, glorified.  
———————Pieter Verhoef wrote, “When a son 
honors his father he is acknowledging his weight, his 
importance, his authority.”   

The Israelites would have known and practiced is this as 
part of their culture.  
—READ: Exodus 20:12 (NAS):  12 “Honor your 
father and your mother, that your days may be 
prolonged in the land which the Lord your God 
gives you.
——This is one of the 10 commandments and this 
commandment to honor your father and mother appears 
before not murdering.  
———This was important to God that parents were 
honored not just once but this was to be an ongoing 
practice.
———— David Baker wrote, “Expectation of filial honor 
was inbred in Israel, for it was one of the Ten 
Commandment (Ex. 20:12, Deut. 5:16), their nation 
character document.” 
—————So children were to and are to treat their 
parents with respect, lifting them up, seeing and 
showing their worth, give them a high status, and 
physically and verbally treating them as God has called 
them to. (There will be exceptions obviously). 
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If parents were not treated right there were very strict 
punishments for the Israelites.  
—READ: Leviticus 20:9 (NAS): 9 ‘If there is anyone 
who curses his father or his mother, he shall surely 
be put to death; he has cursed his father or his 
mother, his bloodguiltiness is upon him.
—READ: Deuteronomy 27:16 (NAS): Cursed is he 
who dishonors his father or mother.’ And all the 
people shall say, ‘Amen.’

The next everyday example that is used is a master and 
a servant.  
—The master servant relationship would have been well 
known in Malachi’s time but this is not master slave 
relationship but more master and free laborer or 
employee.  
——The servant was expected to obey, respect and 
honor their master but in a free servant kind of sense 
they did not have to.    
———This was something culturally they accepted.  
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Malachi 1:6–8 (NAS):  6 “ ‘A son honors his father, 
and a servant his master. Then if I am a father, where 
is My honor? And if I am a master, where is My 
respect?’ says the Lord of hosts to you, O priests 
who despise My name. But you say, ‘How have we 
despised Your name?’

God is the Father and Master of Israel but God is asking 
Israel where His honor is.
—READ: Exodus 4:22 (NAS):  22 “Then you shall 
say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Israel is My 
son, My firstborn.
—READ: Hosea 11:1 (NAS):  1 When Israel was a 
youth I loved him, And out of Egypt I called My son.
—The Christ centered Exposition commentary says, “He 
(God) was the Father of Israel. Why?  Because He 
redeemed them.  Like a loving father, He nurtured them.  
Like a loving father, He disciplined them when they were 
disobedient.”  
——So God the Father asks them where His honor is?  
———They were not honoring God, they did not bring 
Him glory, they did not respect Him, and revere Him.  
————What is happening in Israel when Malachi is 
writing these things is that the religious leaders who 
were also political leaders were supposed to be 
representatives of God.  
—————But what we hear them doing is not being a 
representative but despising God.  
——————This is an ongoing action of disrespecting 
God deeming Him not worthy or worthless.   
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The Christ centered Exposition commentary says, “They 
despised who God was.  He wasn’t important to them 
anymore.  He wasn’t breathtaking to them anymore. He 
wasn’t significant to them anymore.  Even though they 
gave extravagant sacrifices, they considered God to be 
without worth, and this estimation affected the form of 
their worship.”  
—There is an element missing between God and Israel 
here; it is that personal relationship that one would see 
in a father son relationship that the father is honored.  
——They stopped giving God glory and that in turned 
stopped them from honoring Him.  
———READ: 1 Corinthians 10:31 (NAS):  
31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you 
do, do all to the glory of God.
————But how do we do this?  How do we bring glory 
to God in everything we do? 
—————We see the splendor of God in the greatest 
things in life and the smallest, we recognize His weight, 
we use our wealth in ways that are appropriate and right 
and bring honor to God, we look earnestly/eagerly for 
the might power of God in our lives and in the world 
around us, and we never forget His constant presence in 
our lives.  
——————So our question is much like the Israelites 
question: How have they despised God’s name?
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7 “You are presenting defiled food upon My altar. 
But you say, ‘How have we defiled You?’ In that you 
say, ‘The table of the Lord is to be despised.’
 8 “But when you present the blind for sacrifice, is it 
not evil? And when you present the lame and sick, is 
it not evil? Why not offer it to your governor? Would 
he be pleased with you? Or would he receive you 
kindly?” says the Lord of hosts.

So the priest despised God, think lightly of God, have 
little value for God and that is revealed in the sacrifices 
they are presenting to God.  
—The priests are offering polluted food; blind, sick, and  
lame animals as sacrifices to God.   
——Not only does God see the physical sacrifices they 
are bringing before Him but He also knows their hearts 
and minds as they perform the offerings.  
———Presenting weak offerings and sacrifices to God 
was not little offense. 
————READ: Deuteronomy 17:1 (NAS):  1 “You 
shall not sacrifice to the Lord your God an ox or a 
sheep which has a blemish or any defect, for that is 
a detestable thing to the Lord your God.
——————These offerings to God were continually 
detestable to God and the priest kept offering them up 
anyway.  
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God required offerings without defect; the best of the 
sacrificer had but Israel lead by the priest was giving the 
least of what they had.  
—READ: Exodus 12:5 (NAS):  5 ‘Your lamb shall be 
an unblemished male a year old; you may take it 
from the sheep or from the goats.
—READ: Leviticus 1:3 (NAS):  3 ‘If his offering is a 
burnt offering from the herd, he shall offer it, a male 
without defect; he shall offer it at the doorway of the 
tent of meeting, that he may be accepted before the 
Lord.
——That is all great and well Jeremy but we don’t have 
to bring sacrifices to the priest and have them offer a 
sacrifice for us. So, why are you spending so much time 
on this?  
———It is because if you have given your life to Christ; 
if you are a believer in Jesus Christ and handed your life 
over to Him you are a royal priesthood.  
————READ: 1 Peter 2:9–10 (NAS):  9 But you are 
a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for God’s own possession, so that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you 
out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 for you 
once were not a people, but now you are the people 
of God; you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy.
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You see you are a royal priesthood and you have an 
offering that you have to offer.   
—READ: Romans 12:1 (NAS):  1 Therefore I urge 
you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual service of worship.
——If you are a believer in Christ you are a royal 
priesthood who is to be presenting your body, yourself 
as a living and holy sacrifice.  
———But how do we present our bodies as living and 
holy sacrifices?  
————READ: Luke 9:23–25 (NAS): He was saying 
to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he 
must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and 
follow Me. 24 “For whoever wishes to save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he 
is the one who will save it.  25 “For what is a man 
profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or 
forfeits himself?
—————Being a living sacrifice means that we have 
to deny ourselves.  
——————We have to set aside the fleshly desires, 
the selfish desires, the American dream, the way of the 
world, the mind of the world, and much more.  

7 “You are presenting defiled food upon My altar. 
But you say, ‘How have we defiled You?’ In that you 
say, ‘The table of the Lord is to be despised.’
 8 “But when you present the blind for sacrifice, is it 
not evil? And when you present the lame and sick, is 
it not evil? Why not offer it to your governor? Would 
he be pleased with you? Or would he receive you 
kindly?” says the Lord of hosts.

Then we have to take up our cross.  
—It is not enough to deny our selfishness but we have 
to take up something that is better than us, something 
that is bigger than us, and follow Christ with our cross.  
——We have to hand our lives over if we want to save 
them.  
———We have to be living sacrifices for God almighty 
becoming His representation to the world around us.  
————If we are not willing to hand our lives over and 
take our cross and follow we can not be follower of 
Christ.  
—————READ: Luke 14:27 (NAS):  27 “Whoever 
does not carry his own cross and come after Me 
cannot be My disciple.
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We have to be willing to set it all aside for the sake of 
the gospel.  
—GotQuestions.org wrote this, “If your wonder if you are 
ready to take up your cross, consider these questions: 
Are you willing to follow Jesus if it means losing some of 
your closest friends?  Are you willing to follow Jesus if it 
means alienation from your family?  Are you willing to 
follow Jesus if it means the loss of your reputation?  Are 
willing to follow Jesus if it means losing your job?  Are 
you willing to follow Jesus if it means losing your life?   
——So, holy priesthood, your sacrifice is you, you are 
the living sacrifice that is nailed to the cross daily, your 
life is set aside for the mission, purpose, plan, and will of 
God.  

So, I have to ask: How is your sacrifice?  
—You see the priest were bring defiled, despised 
sacrifices that were: blind, lame, and evil.   
——They were bringing God their least, their leftover, 
their so-so, or their good enough.  
———Their relationship with God was broken and it was 
their own doing that broke the relationship.  
————So what about your sacrifice?  
—————Are you bringing your body, your mind, the 
entirety of you, your things, your time, your work, your 
wealth, and laying it all at the feet of Jesus daily and 
picking up that old rugged cross?   
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Or are you bringing weak, lame, defiled sacrifices?  
—Are you giving God the leftover of your life, are you 
bring God a so-so living sacrifice, are you bringing God 
a good enough living sacrifice, or are you bringing Him 
anything at all?  
——Is your relationship with God almighty broken 
because you have pushed away?  
———Are you a Malachi priest that God is calling into 
correction, or are you offering up acceptable sacrifices to 
God? 
————READ: 1 Peter 2:5 (NAS): 5 you also, as 
living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house 
for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

So what do we take away from this message?  What is 
our practical application?  
—We need to respect and honor God because He 
deserves it.  
——God has done so much for us and continues to do 
much for us we need understand the weight of God in 
everything around us but also in our lives.  
———We need to bring glory to God by offering Him a 
righteous acceptable sacrifice.  
————If we have been missing the mark, if we have 
been presenting weak, sick, lame sacrifices to God; God 
is ready to get good righteous and acceptable sacrifices 
from us.  
—————If you are missing the mark; don’t let this 
message pass by without making a realistic plan to 
make changes in your sacrifice.   

—
—
—
—
—
—
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