
Who Got It Right?
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we looked at the Joy there is in God when we 
are serving Him and living for Him in the right way.  
—We saw that if we want to have full complete joy we 
should rely on Jesus Christ, the source of Joy.  
——We saw how being likeminded with Jesus and other 
believers, united in spirit, being humble, and thinking of 
others will help complete our joy when done in the right 
heart, mind, and motive.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we will see a comparison of honoring God and 
dishonoring God.  
—One party makes God’s name great and the other will 
dishonor God’s name.  
——But honoring God and glorifying Him can come from 
one thing.  
———We will look at what that one thing is that we have 
to have to honor God and glorify Him.  

Passage Begins 

Malachi 1:11–14 (NAS):  11 “For from the rising of 
the sun even to its setting, My name will be great 
among the nations, and in every place incense is 
going to be offered to My name, and a grain offering 
that is pure; for My name will be great among the 
nations,” says the Lord of hosts.
 12 “But you are profaning it, in that you say, ‘The 
table of the Lord is defiled, and as for its fruit, its 
food is to be despised.’
 13 “You also say, ‘My, how tiresome it is!’ And you 
disdainfully sniff at it,” says the Lord of hosts, “and 
you bring what was taken by robbery and what is 
lame or sick; so you bring the offering! Should I 
receive that from your hand?” says the Lord.
 14 “But cursed be the swindler who has a male in 
his flock and vows it, but sacrifices a blemished 
animal to the Lord, for I am a great King,” says the 
Lord of hosts, “and My name is feared among the 
nations.”

What we see here in this passage is a massive contrast 
between the people of Israel/the priest of Israel and the 
nations that are being spoken of.   
—Now these are not the nations in the same time period 
as Malachi’s writing but a time will come where this great 
contrast will be realized.  
——The American Commentary says, “The point of the 
paragraph is that although a time is coming when even 
Gentiles all over the world will fear the Lord, God’s own 
chosen people of Judah were profaning him.” 
———We see here that Israel was polluting, defiling, 
treating God with contempt.  
————There was no honor for God among them; they 
despised God.  
—————They looked at what they perceived God 
doing, what they thought He was, and how important 
they thought He was; they considered Him of little value 
with their action.   
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Israel was making the name of God great, especially 
among the nations.   
—They were not to despise it.  They were to be a people 
who bring glory to God.  
——READ: Exodus 19:5–6 (NAS):  5 ‘Now then, if 
you will indeed obey My voice and keep My 
covenant, then you shall be My own possession 
among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; 6 
and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall 
speak to the sons of Israel.”
———They were not glorifying God but they were 
humiliating God’s name.  
————They were dishonoring, disgracing, and ruining 
God’s reputation.  
—————Not only were they doing this in view of the 
other nation they are trying to reach, but they do it in the 
temple; God’s very own house.  
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Not only are they dishonoring God’s name but they are 
also growing tired of doing the things that He asked 
them to do. 
—They are bored with what God almighty has called 
them do.  
——Peter Verhoef wrote, “They have no fervency for or 
interest in performing the prescribed tasks.  Because 
they are in the habit of despising the altar and defiling 
the offerings, of deeming it contemptible, they are 
experiencing their duties as something that causes 
weariness, as an unbearable burden.”  
———So this despising is revealed in the defective 
animals offered in verse 8 but also here as others are 
stealing animals and sacrificing them.  
————The Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary 
said, “The socioreligious leader of Israel, were playing 
with God.  And when the leaders possess a 
lackadaisical attitude toward God, the people adopt the 
same mentality.”  
—————God commissions Malachi to tell Israel the 
game is over.  

Here, Malachi puts the emphasis on the fact that God 
has had this long lasting relationship with Israel.  
—God made covenants with them, chose them, He has 
been faithful to them, and He has loved them.  
——Yet in our passage, here it is the Gentile nation, who 
have experienced none of these things that will be 
praising and honoring the name of the Lord.  
———READ: Ephesians 2:11–12 (NAS):  
11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the 
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
“Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision,” 
which is performed in the flesh by human hands—12 
remember that you were at that time separate from 
Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers to the covenants of promise, having 
no hope and without God in the world.
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So, what happened is the cause of the nations coming 
near to God and Israel’s falling away from God?  
—What happens to us when we come near to God and 
what happens to us when we fall away from God?  
——It all has to do with our peace.  Where does our 
peace come from?  
———Misplaced peace will produce distance from the 
source of peace.  
————Biblical Peace means: to be complete or to be 
sound.  Or to be complete or whole  or to live well.  
—————When our peace is misplaced then our ability 
to be complete, whole or live well gets derailed as well.  

Peace does not come from a place, a way of living, a 
people group, but from a person.  
—READ: Ephesians 2:13–15 (NAS):  13 But now in 
Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have 
been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For He 
Himself is our peace, who made both groups into 
one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 
15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the 
Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so 
that in Himself He might make the two into one new 
man, thus establishing peace,
—Jesus the Messiah is where humanity has peace.  
——It is not in the temple, or a place in someone life 
that they find peace, or in a certain people of social 
group.  
———For Israel, the temple was a place of peace. 
————The Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary 
said, “the Israelites were dependent upon the Temple for 
everything—for their sacrifices, for the forgives of their 
sins, and for their festivals, feast days, and offerings.  
The temple was even the center of national banking and 
Jewish political power.”  
——————Even if they did not respect God they still 
looked to the temple as this place of peace for them.  
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But they missed the point of the temple.  It was the 
dwelling place of God.  
—God was the point of the temple not the other things.  
——So, we must understand much of Israel needed to 
understand, that when true peace is realized, the name 
of God will be made great among the nations.  
———It does not matter a person’s ethnicity, 
background, financial status, social status; when we 
embrace the person of peace, Jesus, we will have 
peace even in the midst of the storms of this life.  
————READ: John 16:33 (NAS):  33 “These things 
I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have 
peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take 
courage; I have overcome the world.”

See there is only true peace in Christ Jesus our Lord.
—God opened the heaven and had the angels 
announce this for us at Christ’s birth: READ: Luke 2:13–
14 (NAS):  13 And suddenly there appeared with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 
and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, And on 
earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.”
—When we embrace Jesus Christ in our lives and let 
Him rule in our lives we will have peace: READ: John 
14:27 (NAS):  27 “Peace I leave with you; My peace I 
give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. 
Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.
——When we give our lives over to Christ the Spirit of 
God comes and dwells within us. 
———When we set our minds on God there is life and 
peace: READ: Romans 8:6 (NAS): 6 For the mind set 
on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit 
is life and peace,
————When our minds start to reset to the flesh our 
peace starts to leave us.  
—————This is what happened to Israel and the 
priests in Malachi.  
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This is why we must seek out peace with God: READ: 
Psalm 34:14 (NAS):  14 Depart from evil and do 
good; Seek peace and pursue it.
—Peace should guide our minds: READ: Philippians 
4:7 (NAS):  7 And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.
——unlike the Israelites we need to let peace rule in our 
lives: READ: Colossians 3:15 (NAS):  15 Let the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 
you were called in one body; and be thankful.

This is what Israel is missing in Malachi; a peace with 
God.  
—They are at odds, they are at war with God and this 
produces the strife with God and them.  
——READ: Romans 8:7–8 (NAS):   7 because the 
mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it 
does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not 
even able to do so, 8 and those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God.
———This is why God tells them in verse 10: READ: 
Malachi 1:10 (NAS):  10 “Oh that there were one 
among you who would shut the gates, that you 
might not uselessly kindle fire on My altar! I am not 
pleased with you,” says the Lord of hosts, “nor will I 
accept an offering from you.
————God is not pleased by the fleshly mind of Israel 
in Malachi.  
—————Is pleased with those that live in peace with 
Him.  
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Those that live in peace with God will spread that peace 
to the nations as God instructed Israel to do.  
—READ: Isaiah 52:7 (NAS):  7 How lovely on the 
mountains Are the feet of him who brings good 
news, Who announces peace And brings good news 
of happiness, Who announces salvation, And says 
to Zion, “Your God reigns!”
——When we live in peace with God, the work He calls 
us to is not burdensome:  READ: 1 John 5:3 (NAS):  3 
For this is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments; and His commandments are not 
burdensome.

So what do we take away from this message?  What is 
our practical application?  
—The entirety of humanity is to make God’s name great.  
This life is about God and our existence is to point to 
Him.  
——We can either do that or we can dishonor Him.  
Which are you doing with your life?  
———Israel had a long standing relationship with God 
and at some point they had lost their peace.  Have you 
lost your peace with God somewhere in your long 
standing relationship with God?  
————Have you misplaced your peace?  Or is your 
peace in Christ, the only true source of peace?  
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