
JULY JULY JULY 

Over the course of this year, I have been writing my 
newsletter articles about you: the attendees, 
members, and visitors of NMC.   
If you have been to church or if you have listened to 
a sermon online, chances are you have hear about 
one particular member of NMC.   
If you have been reading these newsletter articles 
that I have been writing, then you have probably 
wondered why I have not written about him until 
now.   
He, at times, is like Ed McMahon, or a sidekick during 
the sermons.  So, without further ado, this month’s 
newsletter is about Jeff Mechtel. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

As a young pastor, starting a church plant, 
there is a lot of hope and optimism in 
you.  This was me.  I was excited to take 
Morro Bay by storm.  I did a bunch of pre 
work-up to starting services: I read all the 
books, did the studies, made plans, and 
expected to be a 5,000 person church before 
being open a year.  Services started and God 

was sending people!  It was awesome!  We were on track 
for 5,000 people, all the demographic studies were wrong 
and we were going to be a mega-church before long.   

Well, then we started to slow down in our growth and 
attendance and I started to question our mega church 

progress.  As a young pastor, I knew what to do: I would 
lead an evangelism training and that will put us back on 
track.  So, I announced that we would have this ground 

breaking evangelism training and from my right side, my 
newish Bass player says,  

 

“Evangelism! That is someone else’s job, not my own.   
I am not coming to that!”   

(continued next page) 

FROM THE FROM THE 

PASTOR’S PASTOR’S 

DESKDESK  



All of a sudden, in that moment, I think reality hit for this young church planting pastor.  the 
Central Coast was what the demographic studies had shown.    
 
NMC was not going to be a massive pop up mega church.  We needed to be much more 
than that.  We needed to be something more personal, something deeper, something with 
more discipleship, and something that is family.  That voice from my right-side, that Bass 
player; Jeff Mechtel.  
 
 

As I thought about what Jeff said, I knew that was an opportunity that God gave me to see 
an area of growth for Jeff.  I don’t think I can go much further in this without saying that I 
have seen Jeff grown in leaps and bounds from that point.  He now openly admits that 
sharing the gospel is his job; he is frightened to do it, but he is ready and willing when God 
calls him to share.   
 
 

God has taught me a lot through Jeff.  God taught Jeff that Jeff is not in control but God is in 
control and Jeff needs to be good with that.  While Jeff was learning this lesson, so was I 
through him.  God taught Jeff that when the storms of life come and mess our comfort up, 
it’s all good; and once again, I learned this lesson through him.   
 
God also taught Jeff that sometimes our attitudes and words are more harmful than we 
think.  I learned that lesson with Jeff as well.  I could go on and on about Jeff and my 
learning through his life, but the biggest thing that God has taught me through Jeff is to be 
moldable.  
 
 

I have seen massive change in Jeff during his time at NMC and all of that is due to Jeff being 
moldable, sandable, chipable, grindable, etc.   
Sometimes it was not easy for him, sometimes it took months and sometimes it was painful 
for him, but he was moldable enough to make changes.   
 
What a lesson for the rest of us!  Change is not easy, it is difficult, and a lot of times we 
choose not to do it.  For some reason, Jeff trusted this young pastor, he trusted God, and he 
got himself out of the way enough so God could work.  We need to embrace the changes 
that God has for us.  We need to enter into the shaping process, and come out more like 
Christ.   
Is Jeff a finished product now?  By no means, but he is closer than he was.  None of us are 
finished products, but we need to be moving in the right direction.  As Jeff’s pastor, I see him 
moving in the right direction. 
 
(continued next page) 
 



 

 
So....What about you?   
*Are you moving in the right direction?   
*Are you being conformed to the likeness of Christ?   
*Are you becoming more Holy?   
 
*Are you seeking out righteousness (being right in God’s sight)? 
 
Remember His Steadfast Love and Faithfulness, 
Pastor Jeremy 



 
July Verse of the Month 

The Lewis Corner 

In this upcoming month, we are 

going to put the lessons from God 
into practice. In the last month, we 
asked God to teach us His ways and 
to fear His name. Well, now comes 
the time to put such teachings into 
actions. 

Let us hold our tongue and pray first 
this upcoming month and prepare to 
speak truth but in love. Speak 
knowledge with understanding. To 
keep the Spirit on the tip of our 

tongue so that our words can come 
from God. As Paul wrote in 
Ephesians 4:29, “so that it will give 
grace to those who hear.” Our words 
should bring hope to a dark world, 
not because they are our own but 

that they belong to God, to Jesus and 
to the Spirit. 

North Morro, are your words giving 
grace, mercy and hope or are they 
giving anger, resentment, and 

bitterness a seat at the table? Let us 
remember to walk how Jesus walked 
and to talk in the same manner. Our 
words bring Glory to God, much like 
how Jesus words brought Glory to 
His Father. Whose Glory is associated 

with your words? 

Let us memorize and practice 
Ephesians 4:29 this month. 

Ephesians 4:29 

“Let no unwholesome word come out of 
your mouth, but if there is any 

good word for edification according to the 

need of the moment, say that, so that it 

will give grace to those who hear.” 



Living Stones 
By Terry Brown 

 

I visited Israel in 2015. It was exciting to see the places Jesus and other Bible greats recorded 
in the Bible. The spot where Paul spoke his great confession to the Roman governor Felix in 
Acts 28. The spot where Elijah confronted the prophets of Baal at Mt. Carmel, the very 
synagogue where Christ proclaimed to Nazareth Jews that He was the Messiah. So many 
places, and very exciting for any Bible geek to see. 
  

 
The synagogue in Nazareth where Jesus proclaimed His messiahship   

  
As an armchair amateur geologist, studying the rocks, soil, and geological features of tiny 
Israel is also fascinating. The Great Rift Valley starting in southern Africa extends up and 
through eastern Israel, dividing it from Jordan, and setting its low points as the course of the 
Jordan River, and of course the Dead Sea, a treasure of mud and minerals. Many people 
purchase the mineral rich mud which deposits there, as well as swim, or rather are buoyed by 
the high salt content of its water. FUN! 
  

 
A Nubian ibex with the Dead Sea in background  
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And archeological TREASURES thousands of years old. Everywhere we traveled it seemed 
we witnessed scholars, interns, and laborers unearthing ancient Israel. Bones ground, dust 
sifted, pottery dusted. Israel is an archeological magnet.  
  

 
A view facing north on Masada with a pool and the Judean wilderness. 

  
We arrived in Jerusalem and toured the wailing wall, the southwestern base of the Herodian 
Temple. Many devout Christians and Jews come to pray here. It's a somber place. Reverently 
we approached and we prayed.   
  
After praying for the peace of Jerusalem it struck me that all the archeology, all the rocks, all 
the sites were secondary. What I had mostly missed was the fellowship I had developed with 
a group of people who had let me join their Missouri based fellowship and experience the 
land with them. 

 
View of the Western Wall of the Jerusalem Temple 

  

  
Being able to share the wonders of Eretz Yisrael  (Land of Israel) with fellow believers, and 



hearing passages from the Bible  from our elders at the places we visited was a joy I cannot 
put to words, a deep sense of fellowship.  
  
Sometimes things got a bit irritable, just as any family experiences. One in particular tested 
my patience at times, but I test others. I found I - like the massive 400 ton stones of the foundation 
(hewn so accurately as to not require masonry, not even daylight came between them!) - was being 
smoothed to fit perfectly into a living Temple with Christ as the cornerstone. What a 
wonderful illustration! 

 
Two stones at the Jerusalem Temple showing precise fit. 

  
So now when I get irritated with a fellow believer, I need to think back to old Herod and his 
400 ton stones and remember that a little chipping here and there is just the Master perfectly 
fitting His living church to His exacting specification! 
  
  

"You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For this is contained in Scripture: “BEHOLD, I LAY IN 

ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM  
WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.”  

- 2 Peter 2:5-6 
 



When:  Saturday, July 9th  
   9am 
Where: Celia’s Garden Café 
     Los Osos 
Annette and hubby will be camping this weekend, but we will still be 
meeting at Celia’s to enjoy good food and fellowship.   

We will need 8 attendees in order to make a reservation, so If you 
still plan on attending, please contact Annette.   

Don’t forget to bring your favorite Potluck BBQ side 

dish to church on Sunday, July 10th 

 

This month we are going to serve a little differently ...  

We will be grilling chicken and  

asking all of you to bring your favorite BBQ side dish to share with 
the diners at the Vets Hall.   

Bring your items on Sunday, July 10th 
and we will take them to the Vets Hall 
on Monday. 

We will also need volunteers to transport 
the items and to serve at the Vets Hall.   

Please contact Hallie if you would like to 
participate.   



Why Prayer Meeting? (taken from gotquestions.org) 

From the very beginning of the church, Christians have gathered to pray.  Prayer meetings 
are valuable for the church as a whole and for the individuals who participate. 

 
Prayer is only for those who believe that God is personal and who want a personal 

relationship with Him. Christians know prayer works because they have encountered a 
God who declares, “Talk to me and I will listen.” The apostle John confirms this: “This is 
the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His will, 

He hears us. And if we know that He hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have 
what we asked of Him” (1 John 5:14-15). 

 
Through our prayers, especially with one another, we are demonstrating and validating the 

faith we have in Jesus. Andrew Murray, the great Christian minister and prolific writer, 
said, “Prayer depends chiefly, almost entirely, on who we think we are praying to.” It is 

through the discipline of prayer with one another that we develop a growing intimacy with 
God, and create a spiritual bond with one another. This is one of the most valuable aspects 

of praying with one another. 
 

Another valuable benefit of prayer meetings is the confession of our sins to one another. 
Prayer meetings give us opportunity to obey the command to “confess your sins to each 
other and pray for each other so that you may be healed” (James 5:16). Here, James does 

not necessarily speak of physical healing, but rather of spiritual restoration (Hebrews 
12:12-13). He also refers to the forgiveness of God, which enables the believer to become 

spiritually whole again. James knew that the one who becomes separated from the flock is 
most susceptible to the dangers of sin. God wants His people to encourage and support 

one another in loving fellowship, mutual honesty and confession as we pray for and with 
each other. Such close fellowship helps provide spiritual strength to experience victory over 

sin. 
 

Another great value of prayer meetings is that believers encourage one another to endure. 
All of us face obstacles, but by sharing and praying together as Christians, we often help 
others avoid “bottoming out” in their spiritual lives. The value of corporate prayer lies in its 

power to unify hearts. Praying before God on behalf of our brothers and sisters has the 
effect of linking one another spiritually. As we “carry each other’s burdens,” we “fulfill the 

law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2). Where there is prayer, there is unity, which Jesus prayed so 
fervently for His followers to have (John 17:23). 

 
More than anything else, prayer meetings bring about change. Praying with one another, 

believers can witness God produce miracles and change hearts. 
 
A prayer meeting is a time of real value as believers seek a deep intimacy and quiet 

communion with God at His throne. It is a time of unity with fellow believers in the 
presence of the Lord. It is a time to care for those around us as we share their burdens. It 

is a time when God manifests His never-ending love and desire to communicate with those 

who love Him.  

Come and join us as we pray ... Mondays at 7:00 pm on ZOOM  

“ Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.”  

Colossians 4:2 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%205.14-15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%205.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2012.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2012.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%206.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2017.23


Bible Study:   

“Revelation 
Revealed” 

So, have you ever 
wondered about what 

the end times will be 

like?  The Rapture?  The 
Second Coming of 

Christ? 

Then Wednesday Night 
Bible Study is the place you need to be.   

For the past few months, we have been slowly studying the 

book of Revelation and answering those very questions.   

 

And .... It’s not too late!  There’s still time to join in! 

 

Check it out on 

Wednesday nights at 
6:30 pm either in the 

sanctuary or on ZOOM 
and  “dig deeper” with 

us into God’s Word as 

we learn about God’s 
plan for His people. 
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How to contact us: 

 

Phone Number:    

 805-772-2466 

Website:                 

 www.northmorro.church 

Email:                                                            
 northmorrochurch@gmail.com 

Facebook:                                      

 North Morro Church 

Address:                                            

 330 Panay Street 

 Morro Bay, CA  93442 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Newsletter:                                
  Candii Sargent   

  cvedrin@gmail.com 

 

Vets Hall Ministry:                  

  Hallie Honn 

  halliehonn@live.com 

1st  Brad 

12th Candii 

27th Mike D. 

7th  Rick & Elizabeth 

Vets Hall Meal Prep: 2nd Sunday   

             every-other-month 

    After church 

Vets Hall Serve:  2nd Monday  

    every-other-month 

    3:00 p.m.  

    Morro Bay Vets Hall 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Newsletter :  Articles are due  

   on the 27th this month 
 

Tellers Count:  1st and 3rd Sundays 

    After Church 

 

Communion:  Last Sunday of each  

     month 

    (not during Live service) 

Church Council  3rd Sunday after service 

 

Ladies Breakfast  2nd Saturday 

Sundays   Praise team Practice 9:00 am 

    Worship Services   10:30 am 

              Sermon is also on Facebook Live! 

 

Mondays    Prayer Meeting      7:00 pm 

      on ZOOM 

Wednesdays  Community Group Bible Study

   On-site and on ZOOM    6:30 pm   

 

Thursdays     Praise Team Practice  5:00 pm 

WEEKLY EVENTS 

MONTHLY EVENTS 



July 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Women’s 

Breakfast 9am 

at Celia’s 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Prayer meeting 

7 pm on ZOOM 

Prayer meeting 

7 pm on ZOOM 

Prayer meeting 

7 pm on ZOOM 

Bible Study 
6:30 pm on 
site and on 

ZOOM 

Bible Study 
6:30 pm on 
site and on 

ZOOM 

Bible Study 
6:30 pm on 
site and on 

ZOOM 

Bible Study 
6:30 pm on site 

and on ZOOM 

worship practice 

5 pm 

Praise  practice 
9am 

Praise  practice 
9am 

Praise  practice 
9am 

Praise  practice 
9am 

Praise  practice 
9am 

Worship 

10:30 am 

Worship 

10:30 am 

Worship 

10:30 am 

Worship 

10:30 am 

Worship 

10:30 am 

Communion 

after service 

Church council 

after service 

worship practice 

5 pm 

worship practice 

5 pm 

worship practice 

5 pm 


