
The Tools Of Human Rebellion

Scripture:  Judges 9:22-57
Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  2 Peter 3:3-9

Passage Begins Now we will catch up on the rest of Abimelech’s rule.  
 

22 Now Abimelech ruled over Israel three years.
23 Then God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech 

and the men of Shechem; and the men of 
Shechem dealt treacherously with Abimelech,

24 so that the violence done to the seventy sons of 
Jerubbaal might come, and their blood might be 
laid on Abimelech their brother, who killed them, 
and on the men of Shechem, who strengthened 
his hands to kill his brothers.

25 The men of Shechem set men in ambush against 
him on the tops of the mountains, and they robbed 
all who might pass by them along the road; and it 
was told to Abimelech.

We see that Abimelech’s rule was short lived. 
—He only ruled for 3 years which tells us that it is not 
going to work out very well for him.  
——We see and understand why when we look to verse 
23 as God send an evil spirit between Abimelech and 
Shechem.  
———What does this mean?  God sending a evil spirit?  
————It means that God has personal intervened in 
the situation to avenge the violence of Abimelech.  
—————God acting as judge to Shechem and 
Abimelech in sending this evil spirit and God will 
ultimately cause things to work according to His plan 
that Jotham had said.   
——————This spirit brings judgement and avenges 
Abimelech crime.  
———————READ: Isa. 3:13, “The Lord arises to 
contend, And stands to judge the people.
———————READ: Heb. 10:30-31, “For we know 
him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And 
again, “The Lord will judge his people.” 31 It is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

So the men of Shechem who once approved of 
Abimelech and placed him as ruler over them now set 
ambushes against Abimelelch.  
—They robed all who went on the roads near Shechem.  
——This is was causing trouble in his kingdom and was 
a sign of disrespect to Abimelech’s rule.   
———What has changed in Shechem and Abimelech’s 
relationship?  God.  
————The only reason for Shechem to define 
Abimelech is God.  
—————God uses the men of Shechem without them 
even knowing it to accomplish His work and His will.   
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This really teaches us of God and His supreme power 
and authority.  
—READ: Job 11:7-11, “Can you discover the depths of 
God?
Can you discover the limits of the Almighty?
8 “They are high as the heavens, what can you do?
Deeper than bSheol, what can you know?
9 “Its measure is longer than the earth
And broader than the sea.
10 “If He passes by or shuts up,
Or calls an assembly, who can restrain Him?
11 “For He knows false men,
And He sees iniquity without investigating.
—READ: Neh. 9:6, “You alone are the Lord. You have 
made the heavens, The heaven of heavens with all their 
host, The earth and all that is on it, The seas and all that 
is in them. You give life to all of them And the heavenly 
host bows down before You.
—READ: Job 42:1-2, “Then Job answered the Lord and 
said,
2 “I know that You can do all things,
And that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.

 26   Now Gaal the son of Ebed came with his relatives, 
and crossed over into Shechem; and the men of 
Shechem put their trust in him.

27 They went out into the field and gathered the 
grapes of their vineyards and trod them, and held 
a festival; and they went into the house of their 
god, and ate and drank and cursed Abimelech.

28 Then Gaal the son of Ebed said, “Who is 
Abimelech, and who is Shechem, that we should 
serve him? Is he not the son of Jerubbaal, and is 
Zebul not his lieutenant? Serve the men of Hamor 
the father of Shechem; but why should we serve 
him?

29 “aWould, therefore, that this people were under my 
authority! Then I would remove Abimelech.” And 
he said to Abimelech, “Increase your army and 
come out.”

Now another guy moves in to Shechem and they “put 
their trust in him.”  
—Gaal appears out of nowhere and leads Shechem in a 
rebellion against Abimelech.  
——Gaal took the people out and gathered grapes and 
walked on the rest then held a festival.   
———They went into the house of their gods and got 
drunk and cursed Abimelech.  
————They trade a murderous leader for a partier.  
—————Once they were all nice and filled with liquid 
courage, Gaal uses pretty much the same argument that 
Abimelech used on Shechem.   
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 30   When Zebul the ruler of the city heard the words of 
Gaal the son of Ebed, his anger burned.

31 He sent messengers to Abimelech deceitfully, 
saying, “Behold, Gaal the son of Ebed and his 
relatives have come to Shechem; and behold, they 
are stirring up the city against you.

32 “Now therefore, arise by night, you and the people 
who are with you, and lie in wait in the field.

33 “In the morning, as soon as the sun is up, you shall 
rise early and rush upon the city; and behold, 
when he and the people who are with him come 
out against you, you shall do to them whatever you 
can.”

Zebul reported to Abimelech that bad things are 
happening back in Shechem. 
—Zebul tells Abimelech how to defeat Gaal and his 
people and Abimelech does what Zebul says to do. 
—— 
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34 So Abimelech and all the people who were with 
him arose by night and lay in wait against 
Shechem in four companies.

35 Now Gaal the son of Ebed went out and stood in 
the entrance of the city gate; and Abimelech and 
the people who were with him arose from the 
ambush.

36 When Gaal saw the people, he said to Zebul, 
“Look, people are coming down from the tops of 
the mountains.” But Zebul said to him, “You are 
seeing the shadow of the mountains as if they 
were men.”

37 Gaal spoke again and said, “Behold, people are 
coming down from the highest part of the land, and 
one company comes by the way of the diviners’ 
oak.”

38 Then Zebul said to him, “Where is your boasting 
now with which you said, ‘Who is Abimelech that 
we should serve him?’ Is this not the people whom 
you despised? Go out now and fight with them!”

39 So Gaal went out before the leaders of Shechem 
and fought with Abimelech.

40 Abimelech chased him, and he fled before him; 
and many fell wounded up to the entrance of the 
gate.

41 Then Abimelech remained at Arumah, but Zebul 
drove out Gaal and his relatives so that they could 
not remain in Shechem.

So really 2 things could be happening here.  
—1. Gaal is seeing the men coming for the ambush and 
Zebul is trying to hide the men as long as he can.  
——So he is trying to think of things that the men could 
be.   
—2.  The battle has started and Gaal is trying to make 
Zebul think that there is an army behind him but Zebul 
does not fall for it.  

Either way we see that Abimelech and Zebul were 
victorious in their battle with Gaal.   
—Gaal seemed to be good and drinking and talking but 
not fighting.  
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 42        Now it came about the next day, that the 
people went out to the field, and it was told to 
Abimelech.

43 So he took his people and divided them into three 
companies, and lay in wait in the field; when he 
looked and saw the people coming out from the 
city, he arose against them and slew them.

44 Then Abimelech and the company who was with 
him dashed forward and stood in the entrance of 
the city gate; the other two companies then 
dashed against all who were in the field and slew 
them.

45 Abimelech fought against the city all that day, and 
he captured the city and killed the people who 
were in it; then he razed the city and sowed it with 
salt.

Now Abimelech will live up to his reputation.  
—The next morning the towns people the regular folk of 
Shechem tried to go back to normal life.  
——They went out to the fields to work and Abimelech 
who killed almost all of his brothers turns to kill the 
people who were probably just like his brothers 
unarmed.   
———He ambushed the people killing them all, taking 
the town, and put salt in the ground so nothing would 
grow.  
————Abimelech killed all the people of Shechem and 
made it so no one would live there.  They would not be 
able to feed themselves.  
—————Abimelech was loyal to his cause.  
——————Just like his father he was driven by 
personal vengeance and his own honor that he thought 
he deserved.  
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Shechem was an important biblical place.  
—It was the place that Abram worshiped God.  
——READ: Gen. 12:6-7, “Abram passed through the 
land as far as the site of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. 
Now the Canaanite was then in the land.
7 The Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your 
descendants I will give this land.” So he built an altar 
there to the Lord who had appeared to him.
—It was where Israel buried Joseph’s bones that they 
brought from Egypt.
—It was set up as a sanctuary city for those who  
committed a crime.  
—Joshua and Israel worshiped God there.
——Shechem was a special place and should have 
meant a lot to the nation of Israel.  
———In Israel’s  rebellion and idol worship Shechem is 
no longer a town of worshiping God.     
————It is no longer a place of praise but it is a barren 
land with no life.  
 
When rebellion and idol worship is allowed to live 
anywhere it will kill that place.  
—If that is Shechem it will turn from a place of worship 
and live to death and sin.  
——As we will soon hear, about 1,000 people of 
Shechem took refuge in the temple of their idol and were 
all murdered.  
———Sin and idol worship will eventually kill their host.  
The question comes; are you hosting sin and idol 
worship?  
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46 When all the leaders of the tower of Shechem 
heard of it, they entered the inner chamber of the 
temple of El-berith.

47 It was told Abimelech that all the leaders of the 
tower of Shechem were gathered together.

48 So Abimelech went up to Mount Zalmon, he and all 
the people who were with him; and Abimelech took 
an axe in his hand and cut down a branch from the 
trees, and lifted it and laid it on his shoulder. Then 
he said to the people who were with him, “What 
you have seen me do, hurry and do likewise.”

49 All the people also cut down each one his branch 
and followed Abimelech, and put them on the inner 
chamber and set the inner chamber on fire over 
those inside, so that all the men of the tower of 
Shechem also died, about a thousand men and 
women.

Abimelech is out to do nothing but take his revenge.  
—He is claiming his justice for himself.  
——As Jotham’s story foretold, the bramble’s fire burst 
forth and consumed the trees that set him as king.   
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50 Then Abimelech went to Thebez, and he camped 
against Thebez and captured it.

51 But there was a strong tower in the center of the 
city, and all the men and women with all the 
leaders of the city fled there and shut themselves 
in; and they went up on the roof of the tower.

52 So Abimelech came to the tower and fought 
against it, and approached the entrance of the 
tower to burn it with fire.

53 But a certain woman threw an upper millstone on 
Abimelech’s head, crushing his skull.

54 Then he called quickly to the young man, his 
armor bearer, and said to him, “Draw your sword 
and kill me, so that it will not be said of me, ‘A 
woman slew him.’ ” So the young man pierced him 
through, and he died.

55 When the men of Israel saw that Abimelech was 
dead, each departed to his home.

56 Thus God repaid the wickedness of Abimelech, 
which he had done to his father in killing his 
seventy brothers.

57 Also God returned all the wickedness of the men 
of Shechem on their heads, and the curse of 
Jotham the son of Jerubbaal came upon them.

 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Jdg 
9:22–57). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 

Then Abimelech was not done their.  
—He set his eyes on another town.  
——He over runs the gates quickly but the tower in the 
center of the city was a different story.   
———But Abimelech knew what to do.  He had just 
done it and it worked.  
————He gets the wood and approaches the entrance 
of the tower to burn it and a woman drops a stone on his 
head cursing his skull.  
—————Still worried about his pride he has his armor 
bearer to kill him so he wasn’t killed by a woman.   
——————Being killed by a women in their culture 
was worse that could happen.  It was disgraceful.  

Abimelech’s end is as quick as his start.  
—He remained belligerent, defiant, arrogant until the 
end.  
——He had accomplished so much so quickly but yet 
falls so quickly in a disgraceful way.  
———The final piece of Jotham’s story rings true in 
Abimelech’s death.   
————Abimelech destroyed Shechem and Shechem 
destroyed Abimelech.  
—————Once again, sin and idol worship will kill their 
host if they are allowed to live.   
——————This is why it is so important to rid 
ourselves of idols and to daily put to death the old sinful 
nature.   
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What do we learn from this whole story?  
What is the take away?  
—Between Judges 8:34 and 10:6 God is not mention by 
his personal name that Israel would use.   
——This paints the picture of the society and the rulers 
who pushed God out of the picture.  
———But as we the readers listen to the narrative 
unfold we see a glimpse of what God is doing in the 
background.  
————God was working throughout this narrative and 
this is important for us to realize.   
—————Tim Keller says this, “God may have been 
silent but was not absent.  
——————What appears to normal life events, God 
was acting in judgement.  
———————He did not lightning bolt them and be 
done with it.  He used wicked humans in the judgement 
of wicked humans.   
————————READ:  Rom. 1:18, “For the wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness,
—————————Keller once again says, “God’s 
judgement is not only reserved for a future day; it is a 
present reality.”  
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We can take away 3 truths from this passage in Judges.  
—1. God judgement come sometime unseen.  
——Shechem and Abimelech were not aware of the 
God’s working in their lives.   
—2.  God’s judgement comes after a while.  
——God waited 3 years before removing Abimelech and 
Shechem.  
———READ: 2 Peter 3:8-9, “But do not let this one fact 
escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day 
is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one 
day.
9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some 
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing 
for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
—3.  God’s judgement in present reality comes through 
the work of human sin.  
——Shechem was destroyed because of its disloyalty to 
the “king” who they swore their allegiance to.
———Abimelech was destroyed because of his pride 
and need to keep his status.   
————Tim Keller said this, “God in His judgement 
uses the tools of human rebellion against those who 
rebel.”
—————God does not want us to go though 
judgement but if we are going to rebel God will be 
against us bringing judgement.  
——————READ: Isa. 3:9, "The expression of their 
faces bears witness against them, And they display their 
sin like Sodom; They do not even conceal it.  Woe to 
them! For they have brought evil on themselves.
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