
Your Not Going to Figure It Out

Scripture: Judges 9:1-21
Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Isa. 1:1-6

Passage Begins So we finally made it though Gideon’s life.  
—Who would have know that it would have take us 8 
weeks to get through Gideon’s life.  
——But now we turn to Gideon’s son with a concubine 
or a foreign Canaanite  women.   
———So the narrative picks up with Gideon’s son.  

Chapter 9
1 And Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to 
Shechem to his mother’s relatives, and spoke to 
them and to the whole clan of the household of his 
mother’s father, saying,
2 “Speak, now, in the hearing of all the leaders of 
Shechem, ‘Which is better for you, that seventy men, 
all the sons of Jerubbaal, rule over you, or that one 
man rule over you?’ Also, remember that I am your 
bone and your flesh.”
3 And his mother’s relatives spoke all these words 
on his behalf in the hearing of all the leaders of 
Shechem; and they were inclined to follow 
Abimelech, for they said, “He is our relative.”
4 They gave him seventy pieces of silver from the 
house of Baal-berith with which Abimelech hired 
worthless and reckless fellows, and they followed 
him.

Gideon’s son is up to no good here.  
—He first secured the support of all his mothers 
relatives.  
——He is trying to be king and he is trying to get his 
mothers side to support him as opposed to one of or 
multiples of his 70 other brothers.  
———His argument is: wouldn’t it be better to have one 
ruler? And wouldn’t it be good for that rule to be one of 
your clan?  Wouldn’t it be good if that king were me?  
————The people of Shechem agreed.  But what did 
that mean for his brothers?  
—————Abimelech shows his effectiveness as a 
politician and his relative accept his invitation to finance 
his campaign.  
——————What does he do with the money they 
gave him from the temple of their god?  
———————He goes and hires hit men.  He would 
give a piece of silver for each brother killed.  
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5 Then he went to his father’s house at Ophrah and 
killed his brothers the sons of Jerubbaal, seventy 
men, on one stone. But Jotham the youngest son of 
Jerubbaal was left, for he hid himself.
6 All the men of Shechem and all Beth-millo 
assembled together, and they went and made 
Abimelech king, by the oak of the pillar which was in 
Shechem.

Abimelech led his worthless and reckless fellows in 
slaughtering 69 of his brothers.  
—Gideon killed fellow Israelites but Abimelech murdered 
his own family.  
——Unlike Gideon, Abimelech is not staying away from 
being called king, he is seeking it.   
———And after the slaughter they make him king.  
————Every other leader in the book is called by God 
without seeking the role.  
—————Abimelech takes it for himself not with a 
relationship with God but by brutal force.  By shear 
violent domination.   
——————He did not set out to rule in obedience to 
God.  

There is a lesson about choosing a leader.  
—We easily impressed with qualities that are 
unimportant to God.  
——We can choose the easy way out when it come to 
choosing leaders.   
———It is not about popularity, humor, or academic 
intelligence.
————God seeks men who hold His truth.  God seeks 
those who lead their families, are patient, and have self-
control.  Abimelech is none of these things.  
—————READ:  Titus 1:5-9, “For this reason I left 
you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains 
and appoint elders in every city as I directed you,
6 namely, if any man is above reproach, the husband of 
one wife, having children who believe, not accused of 
dissipation or rebellion.
7 For the overseer must be above reproach as God’s 
steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not 
addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid 
gain,
8 but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, just, 
devout, self-controlled,
9 holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance 
with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort 
in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict. 
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7 Now when they told Jotham, he went and stood on 
the top of Mount Gerizim, and lifted his voice and 
called out. Thus he said to them, “Listen to me, O 
men of Shechem, that God may listen to you.
8 “Once the trees went forth to anoint a king over 
them, and they said to the olive tree, ‘Reign over us!’
9 “But the olive tree said to them, ‘Shall I leave my 
fatness with which God and men are honored, and 
go to wave over the trees?’
10 “Then the trees said to the fig tree, ‘You come, 
reign over us!’
11 “But the fig tree said to them, ‘Shall I leave my 
sweetness and my good fruit, and go to wave over 
the trees?’
12 “Then the trees said to the vine, ‘You come, reign 
over us!’
13 “But the vine said to them, ‘Shall I leave my new 
wine, which cheers God and men, and go to wave 
over the trees?’
14 “Finally all the trees said to the bramble, ‘You 
come, reign over us!’
15 “The bramble said to the trees, ‘If in truth you are 
anointing me as king over you, come and take 
refuge in my shade; but if not, may fire come out 
from the bramble and consume the cedars of 
Lebanon.’

Focus now shifts to this young guy Jotham.  
—He is the only of the 70 brother to make it out alive 
from the assignation that his brother ordered.   
——There is such a contrast between these 2 brothers.  
———Abimelech meant, “my father is king,” as Jotham 
meant, “the Lord is perfect/honest.”    

 So Jotham heard what his brother was doing and went 
and stood on Mount Gerizim which overlooked the city 
of Shechem.  
—Abimelech is self-interested and self-motivated where 
Jotham had the city of Shechem in mind.   
——I favorable response form God is continent upon the 
city of Shechem listening to Jotham.   
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So lets sort out this story.  
—The Olive tree—did not want to continue to provide oil.  
——Olive oil was probably the most valuable agricultural 
product in the ancient world.   
———It was used for cooking, medicine, laxatives, 
leather softener, fuel in lamps, an ingredient in perfume, 
and in many of the sacrificial offering and anointing 
ceremonies.  
—The fig tree refused to stop producing sweetness and 
fruit for others.  
—The vine declined the honor of kingship so it could 
continue to cheers God and men with its wine.   
—Then the bramble is approached to be king and the 
bramble is the only one who would be willing to take the 
job.  
——The bramble tree has nothing positive to contribute 
to humans or divine life.  
———This story is designed to show the ridiculousness 
of choosing the king that they did.  
————The bramble bush was a thorn bush with no 
value.  They were short and provided no shade being 
only about 2 feet off the ground. 
—————The idea that this bramble bush would 
provide any cover for another tree was ridiculous.  Not 
only are they not tall enough but they have thorns.    
—————These brambles would catch fire and spread 
fire well causing other valuable trees to catch fire.  
——————The bramble has a very high self-image 
and claims he is the source of fire.  He would be the one 
punishing who he wanted.  
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What a terrible leader.  
—Listen to these characteristics:  no real value, provide 
no protection, ridiculous expectations of self, harsh, 
destruct easily, pull others down with them, claims to 
have power, and does what he wants.  
——That does not sound like someone I want to follow 
but this is what sdhechem put as king over them.   

Listen to the characteristics of Jesus as a leader:  
—Selfless—READ: John 15:12-14, “This is My 
commandment, that you love one another, just as I have 
loved you.
13 “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down 
his life for his friends.
14 “You are My friends if you do what I command you.
—Compassionate, showed restraint, cast vision for the 
people, built relationships, honest, dedicated, humble, 
gentle, invested. 
—Servant—READ: Matt. 20:28, “just as the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life a ransom for many.”
—Jesus gave up want He wanted for God’s purposes—
READ: Mark 14:36, “And He was saying, “Abba! Father! 
All things are possible for You; remove this cup from Me; 
yet not what I will, but what You will.”

Jesus is the greatest ruler and king that will ever be.  
—will you follow him with all your heart or will you seek 
an imperfect ruler.  
 

Scripture: Judges 9:1-21

�5



16 “Now therefore, if you have dealt in truth and 
integrity in making Abimelech king, and if you have 
dealt well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have 
dealt with him as he deserved—
17 for my father fought for you and risked his life 
and delivered you from the hand of Midian;
18 but you have risen against my father’s house 
today and have killed his sons, seventy men, on one 
stone, and have made Abimelech, the son of his 
maidservant, king over the men of Shechem, 
because he is your relative—
19 if then you have dealt in truth and integrity with 
Jerubbaal and his house this day, rejoice in 
Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in you.
20 “But if not, let fire come out from Abimelech and 
consume the men of Shechem and Beth-millo; and 
let fire come out from the men of Shechem and from 
Beth-millo, and consume Abimelech.”
21 Then Jotham escaped and fled, and went to Beer 
and remained there because of Abimelech his 
brother.

 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). 
(Jdg 8:22–9:21). La Habra, CA: The Lockman 
Foundation.

Verse 16-20 really explain what Jotham’s point was.  
—Jotham identifies the issue with Shechem making 
Abimelech king.  
——Abimelch’s ability to be brutal to his own family 
should have caused them to think if Abimelch was the 
right guy.   
———Jotham wants those in Shechem to think if they 
had acted right by Gideon’s family.  
————Gideon fought and risked his life to defend 
Shechem from the Midianites.  
—————So Jotham asks if they did right by Gideon in 
having Shechem be king.   
——————What he is really saying is that if the 
people of Shechem acted right with integrity towards 
Gideon and his family then they make themselves 
accomplices in Abimelech’s crime of killing his family.  

If they thin they have been fair to Gideon’s family then 
they should find great blessing in the rule of Abimelech, 
but if they haven’t acted fairly to Gideon’s family then 
you will feel the fire of this king and you will be burned 
by him.   

 

Abimelech’s crime is that he become king, Shechem’s 
crime that they made him king.  
—The issue is not a political one but a religious and 
spiritual issue.  
——Israel is trying to find their new strength in a political 
system, or a leader, or a dynasty.   
———What Israel really needs is to return to Yahweh, 
the one true God.  
————Israel needs to be cleansed of its 
unrighteousness and evil.  
—————No system is going to make Israel better.   
——————Often times it becomes very easy to fall for 
this line of thinking for us as well.  
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There is no formula that is going make you better.  
—There is no thought process that is going to deal with 
your unrighteousness or evil.  
——Your never going to find the strength within your self 
or the fortitude to solve your problems.   
——Your never going to solve your problems by being 
smart enough.  
——Your never going to earn your way to salvation by 
works.   
——Your never going to earn God’s favor.  
 ——READ: John 1:12, “But as many as received Him, 
to them He gave the right to become children of God, 
even to those who believe in His name,
———Nothing in this world will be good enough to make 
you happy. 
 ———READ: John 6:35, "Jesus said to them, “I am 
the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, 
and he who believes in Me will never thirst.
————Jesus is the only way to rid yourself of 
unrighteousness. 
————READ: 1 Peter 3:18, "For Christ also died for 
sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might 
bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, 
but made alive in the spirit;
————Jesus is the only strength we can rely on to 
bring us through this life.   
————Jesus is the only answer to your problems.  
————READ: Acts 16:31, “They said, “Believe in the 
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.”
————Faith and trust in Jesus is the only way to 
salvation.  
————READ: 1 John 5:12-13, “He who has the Son 
has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does 
not have the life.
13 These things I have written to you who believe in the 
name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you 
have eternal life.
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The Israelites here in Judges need to just like the 
Israelites in Isaiah need to repent.  
—READ: Isa. 1:16-17, “Wash yourselves, make 
yourselves clean;
Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight.
Cease to do evil,
17 Learn to do good; Seek justice, Reprove the ruthless, 
Defend the orphan, Plead for the widow.
 
Maybe this is you.  
—Maybe you need to get back to Jesus and cast down 
the kings of your life.  
——Maybe you need to wash yourselves spiritually.  
Maybe TV is more important, maybe housework, video 
games, sports, your children, your car, your job, your 
money, or something else is more important to you than 
Jesus.   
———Throw down the kings that rule your life and put 
the perfect king in His rightful place as ruler of your 
heart.  
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