
Gideon’s Downfall

Scripture: Judges 8:1-21
Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Rom. 5:18-21

15 When Gideon heard the account of the dream and 
its interpretation, he bowed in worship. He returned 
to the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the Lord 
has given the camp of Midian into your hands.”

Gideon’s response to hearing that God was taking care 
of the army of Midian was to worship. 
—Notice it is not until Gideon goes to this camp that is a 
massive amount of people that he finally worships God.  
He had to be that close before he would fully trust God.   
——Gideon’s new confidence is why he jumps to action.  
———He declares to the camp that God has delivered 
the Mindianites.   

What can we learn from this whole break from the 
armies and battle where Gideon gets re-assurance?  
—God is the great assurer.  
——He takes the the initiative to give us the assurance 
when we actually need it.   

————God goes out of His way to reassure Gideon by 
taking him to the enemies camp.  
—————The Holy Spirit works in us to give us 
assurance.  
——————READ: Rom. 8:16-17, “The Spirit Himself 
testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,
17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow 
heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we 
may also be glorified with Him.
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We should also understand that God may ask us to risk 
for that assurance.
—Going to the enemies camp is pretty much the most 
dangerous thing Gideon could do but that is where God 
was going to give him assurance.  
——Sometimes God wants to give us assurance but we 
won’t where He is asking us to go to get it.   

We also need to think about why we lack assurance of 
God.  
—Is it because we never take a risk and do something 
bold for Him?  Or we never step out if faith to find Him?  
Do we always sit back and to the comfortable safe 
things?   
  
How does God assure us?  
—Through His word.  It never changes and it is true. 
——We see this here in Chapter 7:9-11.  God’s word 
should be assuring to Gideon.  
—Through other people God can give us assurance.  
——God does not tell Gideon directly His plan but 
Gideon hears it through someone else.  
—Through circumstance.   
——The circumstance of Gideon getting to hear this 
information is not by chance.  

We know that we have been reassured like Gideon 
when we respond like Gideon.   
—He bowed down and worshiped God. 
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16 He divided the 300 men into three companies, 
and he put trumpets and empty pitchers into the 
hands of all of them, with torches inside the 
pitchers.
17 He said to them, “Look at me and do likewise. 
And behold, when I come to the outskirts of the 
camp, do as I do.
18 “When I and all who are with me blow the 
trumpet, then you also blow the trumpets all around 
the camp and say, ‘For the Lord and for Gideon.’ ”
19 So Gideon and the hundred men who were with 
him came to the outskirts of the camp at the 
beginning of the middle watch, when they had just 
posted the watch; and they blew the trumpets and 
smashed the pitchers that were in their hands.
20 When the three companies blew the trumpets and 
broke the pitchers, they held the torches in their left 
hands and the trumpets in their right hands for 
blowing, and cried, “A sword for the Lord and for 
Gideon!”
21 Each stood in his place around the camp; and all 
the army ran, crying out as they fled.
22 When they blew 300 trumpets, the Lord set the 
sword of one against another even throughout the 
whole army; and the army fled as far as Beth-shittah 
toward Zererah, as far as the edge of Abel-meholah, 
by Tabbath.
23 The men of Israel were summoned from Naphtali 
and Asher and all Manasseh, and they pursued 
Midian.
24 Gideon sent messengers throughout all the hill 
country of Ephraim, saying, “Come down against 
Midian and take the waters before them, as far as 
Beth-barah and the Jordan.” So all the men of 
Ephraim were summoned and they took the waters 
as far as Beth-barah and the Jordan.
25 They captured the two leaders of Midian, Oreb 
and Zeeb, and they killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, 
and they killed Zeeb at the wine press of Zeeb, while 
they pursued Midian; and they brought the heads of 
Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon from across the Jordan.

 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). 
(Jdg 7:19–25). La Habra, CA: The Lockman 
Foundation.

This is crazy to face the Midianite army with trumpets 
and empty jars with torches.  
—This is a brilliant plan……if it works.  
——What has happened is the size of the Israelite arm 
appear and sound far greater in size than they are.   
——This make the camel a non-factor as the animals 
are most likely startled by the great sound.  
——This plan took advantage of the timing striking the 
enemy at their weak point.  
———They would attack when the army was changing 
the night guard.   
————So 1/3 of the army would have been walking 
back to their tents.
————1/3 would have been asleep and the last third 
would have been starting their watch from being asleep.  
—————Then this great sound comes from the hills 
and those asleep would have been startled awake 
rushing out of their tents to fight.   
——————They discover an army of men walking 
towards them (their own people coming back from their 
night watch).  
———————There in the dark it would have been 
unclear who was who.  
 
God delivered a victory without the 300 men even 
having to do anything really.  
—God’s plan worked perfectly as Gideon and the 300 
men executed it perfectly.  
——All the Midianite ran that were not killed by their own 
men.   
———No one in Israel could sing of their great battle 
skills unless they were talking about their trumpet 
playing.  
————As the Midinaite run Gideon calls the others in 
the land to help mop up the stragglers.  
 
We have to marvel at the power of God.  We have to 
marvel at the time and brilliance of God’s plan here in 
Judges 7.  
—READ: Rom. 11:33-36, “Oh, the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His 
ways!
34 For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who 
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1 Then the men of Ephraim said to him, “What is this 
thing you have done to us, not calling us when you 
went to fight against Midian?” And they contended 
with him vigorously.
2 But he said to them, “What have I done now in 
comparison with you? Is not the gleaning of the 
grapes of Ephraim better than the vintage of 
Abiezer?
3 “God has given the leaders of Midian, Oreb and 
Zeeb into your hands; and what was I able to do in 
comparison with you?” Then their anger toward him 
subsided when he said that.

Why should Ehraim complain?  
—They played a huge role in the victory over Midian.  
——They are angry that they were not given the 
opportunity to have the glory of the victory of the battle.  
 
———They kind of mopped up but were not major 
players in the battle where the glory is.  
————This help us understand that God was right 
when He said that Israel would boast if they thought they 
won the battle on their own strength.  
————It also helps us see that Ephriam would not 
have respected Gideon when he was trying to lead 
them.   
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Gideon is respectful and diplomatic in his response to 
them.  
—Gideon points out the power of their tribe and the 
lowly state of his tribe.  
——Gideon points out that they killed the leaders Oreb 
and Zeeb.   
———Then he minimizes his role and involvement.  

Why is this important for us to understand?   
—Well it shows that Gideon at his best does away with 
his pride, he sees the need in others, and he is effective 
and sensitive at diplomacy.  
——They problem is Gideon is not always at his best.  
He has it in him to do what is right but……
———And we are not always our best as well.  We have 
it in us to do what is right as well, but…….
————READ:  1 Cor. 9:24-27, “Do you not know that 
those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the 
prize? Run in such a way that you may win.
25 Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-
control in all things. They then do it to receive a 
perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.
26 Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I 
box in such a way, as not beating the air;
27 but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so 
that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not be 
disqualified.
—————This is how we need to moving through this 
life run a race not sitting on the sidelines.  
——————Running to receive a prize not just running 
to run. 
———————Not disqualifying ourselves but having 
self-control in all things.  
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READ:  Heb. 12:1-2, “Therefore, since we have so great 
a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay 
aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily 
entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race 
that is set before us,
2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God.
—Gideon has his eyes fixed on God to this point.  But 
shortly he loses sight of God.  
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4 Then Gideon and the 300 men who were with him 
came to the Jordan and crossed over, weary yet 
pursuing. 
5 He said to the men of Succoth, “Please give loaves 
of bread to the people who are following me, for they 
are weary, and I am pursuing Zebah and Zalmunna, 
the kings of Midian.”
6 The leaders of Succoth said, “Are the hands of 
Zebah and Zalmunna already in your hands, that we 
should give bread to your army?”
7 Gideon said, “All right, when the Lord has given 
Zebah and Zalmunna into my hand, then I will thrash 
your bodies with the thorns of the wilderness and 
with briers.”
8 He went up from there to Penuel and spoke 
similarly to them; and the men of Penuel answered 
him just as the men of Succoth had answered.
9 So he spoke also to the men of Penuel, saying, 
“When I return safely, I will tear down this tower.”

Here is the turn of Gideon.  
—Patience is gone and Gideon was tired.  
——See sin has a way allying with our unhappiness, 
exhaustion, discouragement, and disappointment.   
———Gideon is unhappy with Ephraimites, exhausted 
from battle and chasing the Midianites, discouraged at 
his countrymen responses to his efforts, and 
disappointed he didn’t get any refreshment.  
————These 2 towns show a lack of gratitude to 
Gideon and he snaps.  
—————They essentially say we are not going to help 
you until you have actually caught them.   
——————Gideon could have also just gone in and 
taken what he wanted.  He had the army.
———————When we are weak, unhappy, 
exhausted, discouraged, and disappointed we have to 
know that sin will come for us.  
————————We have got to fight to avoid these 
allies with sin.  
—————————If These things cause us to sin we 
need to avoid them.   
——————————READ: Rom. 13:14, “But put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 
flesh in regard to its lusts.
———————————We have to fight the good fight 
and not give the enemy the opportunity to knock us out.  
————————————READ: 2 Tim. 4:7, “I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have 
kept the faith;
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Gideon responds with threats and he responds angry.  
—Gideon throws diplomacy out and tells one town is 
going to beat their bodies with desert thorns.  Ouch 
right.  
——He then goes to another town and they deny him 
food and relief as well and he tells them he is going to 
tear down their defensive tower.   

These interaction really reveal the state of Israel.  
—We see that there are some that were scared to fight 
their enemies.  
—Some that were offended that were not called to fight.  
—Others that would not help their fellow countrymen out 
as they are chasing their enemies out of the country.  
——The nation of Israel is broken.  
———The nation is not working together, they don’t 
care about anyone but themselves.  
————Most of the nation is self-centered and easily 
offered.  
—————Even in their victory Israel is their own worst 
enemy.   

If we are not careful this can happen to churches as 
well.  
—It becomes very easy for church, families, or couples 
to fracture like Israel has done here.  
——How does it happen?   
———It happens when God is forgotten.  When God is 
put in the back.  When opinion, feelings, emotions, are 
allowed to dictate our decision without God.  
————READ:  Col. 1:18, “He is also head of the body, 
the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first 
place in everything.
————READ: Matt. 6:33, “But seek first His kingdom 
and His righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you.
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10 Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor, and 
their armies with them, about 15,000 men, all who 
were left of the entire army of the sons of the east; 
for the fallen were 120,000 swordsmen.
11 Gideon went up by the way of those who lived in 
tents on the east of Nobah and Jogbehah, and 
attacked the camp when the camp was 
unsuspecting.
12 When Zebah and Zalmunna fled, he pursued them 
and captured the two kings of Midian, Zebah and 
Zalmunna, and routed the whole army.

So Gideon returns to chasing down this army who is still 
far stronger then they are.  
—Gideon knows his way around his country and the 
once again sneak attack the enemy.  
——The 300 once again take on a crazy number of 
enemy solders and defeat them.  
———Gideon was successful in driving out the 
Midianites from Israel and he captured his prize; the 
kings of Midian. 

13 Then Gideon the son of Joash returned from the 
battle by the ascent of Heres.
14 And he captured a youth from Succoth and 
questioned him. Then the youth wrote down for him 
the princes of Succoth and its elders, seventy-seven 
men.
15 He came to the men of Succoth and said, “Behold 
Zebah and Zalmunna, concerning whom you taunted 
me, saying, ‘aAre the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna 
already in your hand, that we should give bread to 
your men who are weary?’ ”
16 He took the elders of the city, and thorns of the 
wilderness and briers, and he disciplined the men of 
Succoth with them.
17 He tore down the tower of Penuel and killed the 
men of the city.

Gideon is now going to stay true to his word.  
—He captures one of his own people and forces him to 
give him names.  
——This seen feels like an old Sylvester Stallone or 
Arnold Schwarzenegger movies where they are getting 
revenge on someone for wronging them.  
———The problem is this is not some mercenary group 
that has captured Gideon’s daughter.   
————This is Gideon planning on revenge against his 
own countrymen over them not trusting him.  
—————So Gideon does to Succoth exactly what he 
said he would do.   
——————He taught them a lesson didn’t he?  
———————He showed them that they need to 
respect him.  

This is not a biblically appropriate way to act.  
—Gideon’s only reason for doing this is because he is 
getting them back for the wrong they did to him.   
——God is not mentioned anywhere in this chapter and 
especially not in this section.  
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Gideon then turns to Penuel and he destroys their 
defensive tower and then he kills all the men of the city.  
—In his rage he went way over broad.  
——He slaughtered all the men of the city 
———This was not a Canaanite city but this was his 
fellow Israelites.  
————Gideon has now acted like a king from the 
country he just drove out.  
—————He is out of control and does not abide by 
the rules or bounders.   
——————He is acting more like the Canaanites then 
a Israelite.  
When we allow ourselves to be motivated by anything 
other than God this can and will happen.  
—Maybe not to this degree but I am pretty sure at some 
point in each and everyone of our lives we have thought, 
“I am going to teach them a lesson for messing with 
me.”  
——We can be angry.  That is not a sin.   
———READ: Eph. 4:26, “Be angry, and yet do not sin; 
do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and do not 
give the devil an opportunity.
————When we are angry and sin we give Satan the 
win.  
—————Gideon gives Satan the win this day.  Gideon 
did not represent God well at all.  
——————We need to be a people who represent 
God well even in our angry.  (Tell Story About Working 
on Mustang and Cursing in Front Of Mom)
———————READ: Prov. 29:7-11, “The righteous is 
concerned for the rights of the poor, The wicked does 
not understand such concern.
8 Scorners set a city aflame, But wise men turn away 
anger.
9 When a wise man has a controversy with a foolish 
man, The foolish man either rages or laughs, and there 
is no rest.
10 Men of bloodshed hate the blameless, But the upright 
are concerned for his life.
11 A fool always loses his temper,But a wise man holds 
it back.
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18 Then he said to Zebah and Zalmunna, “What kind 
of men were they whom you killed at Tabor?” And 
they said, “They were like you, each one resembling 
the son of a king.”
19 He said, “They were my brothers, the sons of my 
mother. As the Lord lives, if only you had let them 
live, I would not kill you.”
20 So he said to Jether his firstborn, “Rise, kill 
them.” But the youth did not draw his sword, for he 
was afraid, because he was still a youth.
21 Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, “Rise up 
yourself, and fall on us; for as the man, so is his 
strength.” So Gideon arose and killed Zebah and 
Zalmunna, and took the crescent ornaments which 
were on their camels’ necks.

 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). 
(Jdg 8:1–21). La Habra, CA: The Lockman 
Foundation.

We see that the Midianite kings had killed Gideon’s own 
brothers.  
—Gideon’s determination to catch them seemed to be 
more motivation by their deaths than anything else.  
——Gideon’s pursuit was not motivated by a desire to 
complete the deliverance of God’s people and more of a 
personal vengeance for his own family.  
———Gideon tells his son Jether to kill these kings.  
————Why?  Not because he is trying to avoid doing 
but he wanted to humiliate these kings.  
—————His son was still a boy and being killed by a 
boy was a great dishonor.   
——————So Gideon killed these kings and with their 
deaths the victory was complete.  
———————Gideon then takes his trophy.  
 
Gideon’s need for respect, honor, show that his success 
in battle was not good for him.   
—His violence, and bitter rage shows that he is addicted 
and dependent on his success, respect, and being 
honored.  
——This is the potential for anyone of us as well,  
———We can easily  forget God’s grace.
READ: 2 Cor. 12:7-9, “Because of the surpassing 
greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me 
from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the 
flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me—to keep me 
from exalting myself!
8 Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it 
might leave me.
9 And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, 
for power is perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, 
therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so 
that the power of Christ may dwell in me.
—Our weaknesses should help us see that we are not 
as cool as we think we are.  
——Paul tells us that he was given a thorn in his side to 
keep him humble but more importantly totally reliant on 
God’s grace.  
———We are God’s workmanship.  We need to 
remember that we are saved by grace when we fail and 
succeed.  
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We don’t deserve that grace we are not worthy of God’s 
grace but He gives it to us.  
—We need to have a right understanding of who we are.  
——Gideon lost sight of who he was.    

 

 

 

Scripture: Judges 8:1-21

�12


