
Tail of 2 Fleece

Scripture:
Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

Passage Begins So Gideon cleans house and contends with Baal and 
Baal does nothing to Gideon.  
—This must have been an inspiring moment for many 
who heard.  
——Gideon made the God who save Israel so many 
time in the past real to Israel again.   

33 Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and 
the sons of the east assembled themselves; and 
they crossed over and camped in the valley of 
Jezreel.
34 So the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon; and 
he blew a trumpet, and the Abiezrites were called 
together to follow him.
35 He sent messengers throughout Manasseh, and 
they also were called together to follow him; and he 
sent messengers to Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali, 
and they came up to meet them.

So the enemy assemble.  
—The time had come to take what was left of Israel.  
Their land.  
——But God was getting Israel ready for the Fight.   
———The Spirit of the Lord came on Gideon.  
————Gideon calls for his clan to come and and battle 
against the enemy. 
—————The same people who called for Gideon’s 
death is none coming to him to fight with him and for 
him.   
——————He then calls for the surrounding tribes to 
come a fight with them as well.  
———————One of the most remarkable things is 
that they all showed up.  
————————Either Gideon’s tail made that much 
impact, they were that tired of the oppression, or the fear 
of God came back to the people.   
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36 Then Gideon said to God, “If You will deliver 
Israel through me, as You have spoken,
37 behold, I will put a fleece of wool on the threshing 
floor. If there is dew on the fleece only, and it is dry 
on all the ground, then I will know that You will 
deliver Israel through me, as You have spoken.”
38 And it was so. When he arose early the next 
morning and squeezed the fleece, he drained the 
dew from the fleece, a bowl full of water.
39 Then Gideon said to God, “Do not let Your anger 
burn against me that I may speak once more; please 
let me make a test once more with the fleece, let it 
now be dry only on the fleece, and let there be dew 
on all the ground.”
40 God did so that night; for it was dry only on the 
fleece, and dew was on all the ground.

Now to the famous fleece account.  
—Even though Gideon has the Spirit of God on him he 
still hesitates.  
——We often think, “how can Gideon be like that?” 
———READ: 1 Cor. 6:19, “Or do you not know that 
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, 
whom you have from God, and that you are not your 
own?
————We have the indwelling of the Spirit and we still 
hesitate on many occasions.  
—————Gideon is very immature in his relationship 
with God and it seems that the more immature we are in 
our relationship with God the more we want Him to 
prove to us who He really is.  
——————There is nothing really wrong with in our 
immaturity wanting to see prove of who God really is.  
———————The problem come when we never get 
past this immature state.   

So once again Gideon asks for God to show him that 
God is going to provide deliverance for the nation.  
—This text is not the model to figuring out God’s will.  
——I do not approve this method of seeking God’s will.  
 
———Gideon in his limited experience with God can not 
believe that God alway fulfills His word.  
————This is not Gideon saying I have great faith in 
God but this is Gideon’s unbelief in God’s calling and 
premises.  
—————READ: Numb. 23:19, ““God is not a man, 
that He should lie,
Nor a son of man, that He should repent;
Has He said, and will He not do it?
—————READ: 2 Cor. 1:20, “For as many as are the 
promises of God, in Him they are yes; therefore also 
through Him is our Amen to the glory of God through us.
——————God is true to His word and God is true to 
His promises.  
———————They are true weather we believe them 
or not.  
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The will of God was clearly laid out to Gideon, he was 
empowered by the Spirit, and Gideon’s countrymen 
showing up was conformation of his God appointed 
leadership.  
—Yet God still responds to the test that Gideon asks for.  
——God wants to deliver Israel even thought His 
chosen leaders gets cold feet.   
———God’s word and work will prevail even in our 
ridiculousness.  
————God’s work will prevail when we are lazy, 
scared, or avoid doing what God has called us to.  
—————See Gideon was asking God to show him 
that God was not one of the forces of nature gods but 
was sovereign over the forces of nature.  
——————Gideon was tying to understand God
———————When we try to understand God, He has 
give us a place to go to really know Him so we don’t 
have to drag our feet like Gideon.  
————————READ: Heb. 1:1-2, “God, after He 
spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many 
portions and in many ways,
2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom 
He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He 
made the world.

When we find ourselves doubting God’s promises, or 
God’s presence we can look to the Son to point us back.  
—Sometime that requires us crying out to God for Help. 
——READ: Mark 9:23-24, “And Jesus said to him, “ ‘If 
You can?’ All things are possible to him who believes.”
24 Immediately the boy’s father cried out and said, “I do 
believe; help my unbelief.”
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1 Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people 
who were with him, rose early and camped beside 
the spring of Harod; and the camp of Midian was on 
the north side of them by the hill of Moreh in the 
valley.
2 The Lord said to Gideon, “The people who are with 
you are too many for Me to give Midian into their 
hands, for Israel would become boastful, saying, ‘My 
own power has delivered me.’

See you have to be careful what you ask God to do 
because He may ask you to do something similar.  
—Gideon put God through this fleece test and God is 
going to now lay out a fleece for Gideon.    
——God told Gideon that he had too many men.  
———From a human perspective the problem would be 
opposite.  We don’t have enough men.  
————The issue is not that God can’t win the victory 
with that many men but God wants Israel and Gideon to 
see that He is in control and all powerful.   
—————God want to make sure that Israel and 
Gideon see who he is.  
——————Israel in their spiritual independence and 
tendency to go wayward God is the only one that will get 
the credit for this victory.  

Human nature is that if their is opportunity to boast in 
our work we will.  
—Especially if we are spiritually immature like most of 
Israel would be.  
——We set ourselves as alternative saviors and we 
should never believer that we can save ourselves.   
———The lesson taught here and that we need to learn 
is that salvation is by God’s gracious action and not by 
our actions.  
————READ: Jer. 9:23-24, “Thus says the Lord, “Let 
not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the 
mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast 
of his riches;
24 but let him who boasts boast of this, that he 
understands and knows Me, that I am the Lord who 
exercises lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on 
earth; for I delight in these things,” declares the Lord.
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3 “Now therefore come, proclaim in the hearing of 
the people, saying, ‘Whoever is afraid and trembling, 
let him return and depart from Mount Gilead.’ ” So 
22,000 people returned, but 10,000 remained.
4 Then the Lord said to Gideon, “The people are still 
too many; bring them down to the water and I will 
test them for you there. Therefore it shall be that he 
of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall go with you,’ 
he shall go with you; but everyone of whom I say to 
you, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ he shall not 
go.”

So here is Gideon’s first fleece.  
—They had 32,000 fighting men and God tells Gideon it 
is too many.  
——So Gideon does what God said to do and 22,000 
people leave.   
———What a shock!  
————Then God follows that up with there are still too 
many men.  
 
Gideon’s second fleece.  
—Will Gideon trust God as God sends more men away?  
——Will we trust God as He sends away our comforts, 
our safety nets, or our plans?   
———READ:  Isa. 41:10, “‘Do not fear, for I am with 
you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you, surely I will help you,
Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.’
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5 So he brought the people down to the water. And 
the Lord said to Gideon, “You shall separate 
everyone who laps the water with his tongue as a 
dog laps, as well as everyone who kneels to drink.”
6 Now the number of those who lapped, putting their 
hand to their mouth, was 300 men; but all the rest of 
the people kneeled to drink water.
7 The Lord said to Gideon, “I will deliver you with 
the 300 men who lapped and will give the Midianites 
into your hands; so let all the other people go, each 
man to his home.”
8 So the 300 men took the people’s provisions and 
their trumpets into their hands. And Gideon sent all 
the other men of Israel, each to his tent, but retained 
the 300 men; and the camp of Midian was below him 
in the valley.

 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). 
(Jdg 7:1–8). La Habra, CA: The Lockman 
Foundation.

Gideon takes the men down to the water and watches 
for what God has told him to watch for.  
—9,700 knelt and lapped water and 300 men were left.  
——Gideon was supposed to beat the Midianties with 
300 men.  
———This may seem crazy but in verse 7 God tells 
Gideon that He will deliver the Midianties to Gideon and 
the 300 men.  
————Gideon may have had anxiety or been 
apprehensive to send the 9,700 men away but he does 
pass his fleece tests.  
 
God reduced the army 99%.  Gideon had to show great 
faith and trust in God and not numbers.  
—This is the faith that Gideon is know for in Hebrews.  
——READ: Heb. 11:32-34, “And what more shall I say? 
For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets,
33 who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of 
righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of 
lions,
34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, from weakness were made strong, became 
mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.

God does not save through expected means or 
expected strength.
—Gideon is a man from a weak family in a weak tribe 
facing the Midianite with only 300 men.  
——The question come if this is us in Gideon’s spot; is 
God enough?   
———Do we trust God enough to hand Him our lives?  
———Do we have enough faith to go with His plan even 
when it seems crazy?  
 
Only when we are willing to give our lives over to God 
will we follow God’s plan even when it doesn’t make 
sense.  
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