
Start At Home
Scripture:
Announcements:

Scripture Reading: Gal. 5:16-25 

Passage Begins Gideon in his conversation with Jesus(the Angel of the 
Lord or God) is about over and Gideon had see that God 
is with him and God will see Gideon through the up 
coming endeavor.  
—Gideon is still very immature in his relationship with 
God but he now know that God will be his strength.  
——Gideon has asked a lot of Jesus and Jesus has 
complied with all his requests.  But Jesus is about to ask 
a lot of Gideon.   

25 Now on the same night the Lord said to him, 
“Take your father’s bull and a second bull seven 
years old, and pull down the altar of Baal which 
belongs to your father, and cut down the Asherah 
that is beside it;
26 and build an altar to the Lord your God on the top 
of this stronghold in an orderly manner, and take a 
second bull and offer a burnt offering with the wood 
of the Asherah which you shall cut down.”
27 Then Gideon took ten men of his servants and 
did as the Lord had spoken to him; and because he 
was too afraid of his father’s household and the men 
of the city to do it by day, he did it by night.

What is that God asks Gideon to do?  
—He asks Gideon to challenge the current dominate 
religious establishment.  
——He asked Gideon to destroy the cult on his father’s 
property.   
———That is right an alter to Baal and Asherah on 
Gideon’s father’s property. 
————How did I know that Gideon was spiritually 
immature?  Because his main religion was serving Baal 
and Asherah.  These were prominent in his family so 
much that on his property people would come and 
worship these gods.  
—————Joash, Gideon’s father had taught his 
children about the Exodus events and God but he chose 
to serve Baal and Asherah.   
——————The God of the universe was added to the 
rest of the gods.  
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What was God doing by having Gideon destroy these 
idols on his fathers property?  
—Before they can remove the enemies around them, 
the Midianites, they have to get rid fo the enemies in 
their homes, the false gods.  
——God will help Gideon but Gideon must cleanse his 
home, himself first.   
———God was not going to ignore the reason that 
Israel was in this problem in the first place.  
————So to with us.  God is not going to help us out 
of our visible problems like money problems, 
relationship problems, and more.  
—————Until we see the idols that we are worshiping 
right beside God.   
——————We have to remove the idols first then God 
will go to work.  
———————READ:  Luke 11:39-41, “But the Lord 
said to him, “Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the 
cup and of the platter; but inside of you, you are full of 
robbery and wickedness.
40 “You foolish ones, did not He who made the outside 
make the inside also?
41 “But give that which is within as charity, and then all 
things are clean for you.

Gideon is being told to make God the rule, the controller, 
the king of every area of his life.  
—Notice something very different happened in verse 26; 
God tells Gideon to build an alter, “to the Lord your 
God.”
——This is not build an alter to the Lord one of your 
gods.  No there is singular possessive language there.    
 
———Gideon is God’s and no other gods.  Gideon God 
will be only God though his fight against the Midianites.  
————So to for us.  God wants all of us and doesn’t 
want to share us with false gods.  
—————We don’t just use God to get what we really 
want, but we are to see and make God the One we 
really want.   
——————This is what God is teaching Gideon in this 
moment and this is what God is teaching us as well.  
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After Gideon destroyed these false gods he made an 
alter to God.  
—By commanding Gideon to build an alter to Himself on 
the site of these false gods place God is reclaiming this 
land for Himself.  
——Gideon asks immediately but his actions still reveal 
his immaturity.   
———Gideon still doesn’t grasp the power and 
sovereignty of God.  
————Gideon is motived by God to do the things that 
God is asking but his timing is motivated by peoples 
opinion or perspective.  
—————Often times we live the same way.  We let 
peoples opinion or perspectives dictate the time of our 
obedience to God.    
——————But really God opinion and perspective are 
really all that matter.  
———————READ: Gal. 1:10, “For am I now seeking 
the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please 
men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a 
bond-servant of Christ.
————————This is not an invitation to be rude or 
not care what people think of you but this is an 
understanding when it comes to doing what God wants 
and what the world wants we need to side with God.  
—————————God still calls us to love people 
even if they live lives that are not in relationship with 
Jesus.   

Gideon goes to bed that night tied  from all the 
destruction and offering.  He  hopes that no one noticed 
him doing what he had done last night.  Maybe no one 
would talk about it.  Maybe they would think that it was a 
god fight!  
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28 When the men of the city arose early in the 
morning, behold, the altar of Baal was torn down, 
and the Asherah which was beside it was cut down, 
and the second bull was offered on the altar which 
had been built.
29 They said to one another, “Who did this thing?” 
And when they searched about and inquired, they 
said, “Gideon the son of Joash did this thing.”

Gideon’s assessment of the people was exactly right.  
—Gideon was afraid of the men of the city and what 
they would do.  
——Gideon’s hope of not being found out was short.   
———The people did not ask why this had been done.  
They really only cared about who did it.  
————God has a plan and a purposed for all things.  
—————When we encounter something in our lives 
that has been cut down or something seems to be torn a 
part we need to respond right.   
——————Not like the people of this city who asked 
who did this but not why.  
———————READ: 1 Cor. 6:9-11, “Or do you not 
know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
homosexuals,
10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.
11 Such were some of you; but you were washed, but 
you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.
————————This is what these men in the city 
were doing.  They were unrighteous doing all these 
things listed here in 1 Cor. 6.  
—————————God washes and sanctifies those 
that are His of these things.  
——————————Sometime the washing and 
sanctification process is painful and difficult.  
 
See God wants us to give up the things listed above.  If 
we won’t give them up sometime He has them cut down 
and burnt up for us.  
—Instead of asking who did this we should ask why this 
was done.  
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30 Then the men of the city said to Joash, “Bring out 
your son, that he may die, for he has torn down the 
altar of Baal, and indeed, he has cut down the 
Asherah which was beside it.”

They found that is was Gideon and instead of asking 
Gideon why he did it they wanted to kill him. 
—Be aware that when you destroy the worlds idols they 
will want you destroyed too.  
——People don’t like losing their idols.  They will try to 
fight for them.   
———Idols deceive us and we don’t use reason when 
we fall to idols.  
————Look at this instance.  Gideon destroys all of 
the idols things and yet this God does nothing.  
—————According the way these gods’ would operate 
they would not allow their alters and poles to be 
destroyed.   
——————So logically the real question they should 
be asking Gideon is: how did you do this?  
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We have talked about idols but I think it is important that 
we understand more about them.  
—J. D. Greear put together a list of 5 things that idols 
are:  
——1. An idol is anything that promises a life of security 
and joy apart from God.   
———READ: Rom. 14:16-17, “Therefore do not let 
what is for you a good thing be spoken of as evil;
17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit
———READ: John 10:28-30, “and I give eternal life to 
them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch 
them out of My hand.
29 “My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater 
than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the 
Father’s hand.
30 “I and the Father are one.”
——2. Idols engage the deepest emotions in our hearts
———READ: Gal. 5:16-25 But I say, walk by the Spirit, 
and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.
17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the 
Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one 
another, so that you may not do the things that you 
please.
18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the 
Law.
19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: 
immorality, impurity, sensuality,
20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts 
of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,
21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like 
these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned 
you, that those who practice such things will not inherit 
the kingdom of God.
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is 
no law.
24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified 
the flesh with its passions and desires.
25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.

Scripture:

�6



——3. Idols need to be protected
———Charles Spurgeon said, “the Word of God is like a 
caged lion. If someone threatens the lion, you don’t have 
to step in and defend the lion; you just let it loose and it 
will protect itself. The God of the Word can protect 
himself, but our false gods always need to be protected.”
——4. Idols demand sacrifices to keep them happy.  
———Idols always demand that you sacrifice for them 
God sacrifices for us.  
———READ: Eph. 5:1, “Therefore be imitators of God, 
as beloved children;
2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and 
gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to 
God as a fragrant aroma. 
——5. The gospel overcomes our idols. 
———READ: John 16:33, ““These things I have 
spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the 
world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have 
overcome the world.”
———READ: 1 John 5:4, “For whatever is born of God 
overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has 
overcome the world—our faith.

31 But Joash said to all who stood against him, “Will 
you contend for Baal, or will you deliver him? 
Whoever will plead for him shall be put to death by 
morning. If he is a god, let him contend for himself, 
because someone has torn down his altar.”
32 Therefore on that day he named him Jerubbaal, 
that is to say, “Let Baal contend against him,” 
because he had torn down his altar.

Joash Gideons dad steps in and care for his son more 
than he care about his idols.  
—Joash brings a bit of logic to the city people.  
——The city people intended on killing Gideon and 
maybe that was the way of breaking the power of 
idolatry over Joash.  
———The punishment should have been brought on 
these men who embraced idols but they were trying to 
kill the one guy that embraced the one true God.   
————Gideon gets this name, “let Baal content 
against him,” and Gideon has nothing to fear from Baal 
because Baal is nothing, a fake, a fraud.  
—————The people from the city have everything to 
worry about because God is the really deal.   
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