
Angel of the Lord
Scripture:
Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Gen. 22:11-18

Passage Begins Gideon last week revealed his spiritual immaturity.  
—He reveals by his words that he does not know God.  
He knows of God.   

17 So Gideon said to Him, “If now I have found favor 
in Your sight, then show me a sign that it is You who 
speak with me. 
18 “Please do not depart from here, until I come 
back to You, and bring out my offering and lay it 
before You.” And He said, “I will remain until you 
return.”
19 Then Gideon went in and prepared a young goat 
and unleavened bread from an ephah of flour; he put 
the meat in a basket and the broth in a pot, and 
brought them out to him under the oak and 
presented them.

Gideon now know that he will have have this God on his 
side.  
—He know what God is capable.  He heard the stories 
of Israel coming out of Egypt.  
——Gideon is worried about 2 things in his request.   
———First he is worried about God’s favor on him.  
Why?
————gods in the ancient world would, as they 
believed, would easily lose favor with humanity and 
cause great havoc in the humans life. 
—————These ancient gods would “deceive” humans 
as well, so he is wanting to not be deceived.   
————Also, he saw how Israel lost God’s favor and 
what the out come of that was.  So he wants to make 
sure he really does have God’s favor.   
———Second, he wants to confirm that God’s presence 
will be with him for the entire undertaking that God had 
commissioned him to.  
————Which was defeating the Midianites.  
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Gideon not only demands a sign but he dictates the way 
he wants the the sign to happen.  
—This seem to be a bit ridiculous to us that Gideon 
would ask this.  
——We may even think of scripture that comes to mind 
about not testing God.  
———We have to remember Gideon does not know 
God but really only know of God.  
————Gideon is in his infancy of biblical spirituality.  
This is why the messenger does not leave but agrees to 
Gideon’s request.   
—————Gideon is looking for assurance and I think 
we all can look for some assurance as well. 
——————We need to look for assurance in a more 
mature direction than Gideon though.  
——————READ: Heb. 10:19-22, “Therefore, 
brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy 
place by the blood of Jesus,
20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us 
through the veil, that is, His flesh,
21 and since we have a great priest over the house of 
God,
22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance 
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
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Our assurance comes not from ourselves but from 
Jesus and His sacrifice for us.  
—John Newton said this, “Assurance grows by repeated 
conflict, by our repeated experimental proof of the Lord’s 
power and goodness to save; when we have been 
brought very low and helped, sorely wounded and 
healed, cast down and raised again, have given up all 
hope, and been suddenly snatched from danger, and 
placed in safety; and when these things have been 
repeated to us and in us a thousand times over, we 
begin to learn to trust simply to the word and power of 
God, beyond and against appearances: and this trust, 
when habitual and strong, bears the name of assurance; 
for even assurance has degrees.”
——We have assurance in the moments that we step 
out and do what God has asked us and He does what 
He says He will. 
———This why the book of James tells us to count it all 
joy when we have struggles because God will reveal 
Himself to us.  
————READ: James 1:2-3, “Consider it all joy, my 
brethren, when you encounter various trials,
3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces 
endurance.
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—————READ: Rom. 5:1-5, Therefore, having been 
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ,
2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction 
by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult 
in hope of the glory of God.
3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, 
knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance;
4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven 
character, hope;
5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of 
God has been poured out within our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit who was given to us.

When we have assurance in Jesus Christ we have 
peace with God, living under the grace of God with 
Hope, so that we can exult God in our troubles.  
—Knowing that God will not disappoint if we persevere 
in Christ.  

 
God reveals Himself to us as he works in our lives.  The 
question is are we watching God work in our lives? 
So Gideon goes off to prepare a meal for this deity that 
has been speaking to him.  
—He really prepares a meal for a god by the size of the 
meal.  
——He offers a young goat(that is right the whole thing), 
a huge amount of unleavened bread(22 liters or about 
93 cups of flour), and a pot of broth.   

Scripture:

�4



20 The angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and 
the unleavened bread and lay them on this rock, and 
pour out the broth.” And he did so.
21 Then the angel of the Lord put out the end of the 
staff that was in his hand and touched the meat and 
the unleavened bread; and fire sprang up from the 
rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened 
bread. Then the angel of the Lord vanished from his 
sight.
22 When Gideon saw that he was the angel of the 
Lord, he said, “Alas, O Lord God! For now I have 
seen the angel of the Lord face to face.”
23 The Lord said to him, “Peace to you, do not fear; 
you shall not die.”
24 Then Gideon built an altar there to the Lord and 
named it The Lord is Peace. To this day it is still in 
Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

So the angel of God tells Gideon what to do with the 
food. 
—When the angel of God consumes the meal that 
Gideon has brought it was a sign that Gideon found 
favor in the sight of the angel of God according to these 
ancient religions.  
 
We have to look at this angel of the God for a moment.  
Especially from Gideon’s response to the angel.   
—Gideon responds is, “I have see the angel of the Lord 
face to face,”  and he is worried about dying.  Why?  
——READ:  Exod. 33:18-20, “Then Moses said, “I pray 
You, show me Your glory!”
19 And He said, “I Myself will make all My goodness 
pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the Lord 
before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and will show compassion on whom I will show 
compassion.”
20 But He said, “You cannot see My face, for no man 
can see Me and live!”
———Gideon is worried that he will die because he 
thinks he is seeing God.  
————Throughout the bible we see angels show up.  
—————Most of the time they are described like, 
“angels of the Lord, or an angel of the Lord.”   
——————Here we see the definite article “the” being 
used to specify a unique being who is separate from the 
other angels.  
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READ: Exod. 3:1-2, “Now Moses was pasturing the 
flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian; and 
he led the flock to the west side of the wilderness and 
came to Horeb, the mountain of God.
2 The angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire 
from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the 
bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not 
consumed.
—There are several of these interactions with “the angel 
of the Lord or God” in the old testament that people fear 
for their lives.  
——In many of these instances the people call “the 
angel of God,” by God’s name at points in the 
conversation.  
———Then interesting enough after Jesus birth “the 
angel of the Lord or God” stops showing up.  

Actually, “the angel of the Lord or God,” is never 
motioned in the New Testament after the brith of Christ.  
—Jesus declared Himself to exist before Abraham 
——READ: John 8:58, “Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, 
I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.”
———Jesus existed before anything existed and is part 
of the Godhead.  
————Notice something else Jesus says there in 
John: I AM.   
—————Jesus is declaring himself to be God.  
——————READ: Exod. 3:14, “God said to Moses, 
“aI AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to 
the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ”
———————This is the exact name that God uses for 
Himself when He sends Moses to free the Israelites for 
slavery.    
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Jesus just doesn’t all of a sudden become active in the 
new testament.
—He was active all the time and from what I have study 
and my assessment is that Jesus is the one who is “the 
angel of the Lord or God.”  
——I typically don’t make those kind of claims from the 
pulpit.  I usually would save that for community group or 
give you both sides and let you decide what you think.   
———The evidence seems overwhelming that “the 
angel fo the Lord or God” is Jesus.   
————Why does it matter if it is Jesus or not?  
—————In most of these encounter Jesus is offering 
people salvation from something, fulfilling promises, 
making promises, or offering hope.   
——————Jesus is the savior and always has been 
the savior.  He is our hope and always has been our 
hope.  
Jesus is the same from before anything existed and will 
be the same for all eternity.   
—READ: Heb. 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever.
——So for Gideon the savior of the world shows up and 
tells Gideon that He is on Gideon’s side and Gideon 
should be at peace.  
———This is what Jesus does.  He brings peace to the 
world.  
————READ: John 16:33, ““These things I have 
spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the 
world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have 
overcome the world.”
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Do you have peace in God?  
—Do you have peace with God?  
——See Christ gives us peace that is beyond 
understanding.   
———READ: Phil. 4:7, “And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.
————Gideon had no peace in his life.  
—————He had the Midianites attacking him and his 
family.  Attacking their livelihood.   
—————He had multiply gods to try to please.  
—————He had no standing in his family and his 
family had no standing among the tribes.   
——————What is attacking you and your family?  
What is attacking your livelihood?  Are you trying to 
please God or idols in your life or trying to have true 
meaningful relationship with God?  
READ: 2 Thess. 3:16, “Now may the Lord of peace 
Himself continually grant you peace in every 
circumstance. The Lord be with you all!
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