
Immaturities Impulse
Scripture:
Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  1 Cor. 1:18-31

Passage Begins So last week we saw how Israel cried out to God not in 
repentance but in regret. 
—God responded with a sermon not a savior in an 
attempt to bring Israel into true repentance.  
——And true repentance is:  Repentance is a change of 
mind and heart.
———Repentance is not just behavior improvement it is 
mind and heart change and the effect is behavior 
improvement. 
————So we pick up the story just after the prophet 
had told Israel that they were messing up and needed to 
make some changes.  

11 Then the angel of the Lord came and sat under 
the oak that was in Ophrah, which belonged to 
Joash the Abiezrite as his son Gideon was beating 
out wheat in the wine press in order to save it from 
the Midianites.

There is no sign of repentance.  
—We would hope that the prophet of the Lord would 
come and tell Israel they are messing up and that they 
would change.  
——A great repentance would happen and Israel would 
be back on track following the true God of the universe.  
 
———This was not what happened.  
————Instead we start this story with the angel of the 
Lord sitting under the oak as Gideon hid and tried to 
collect food.  
—————This picture of Gideon hiding and threshing 
wheat give us an understanding of the fear of the 
Midianites.  
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So grain was threshed by beating the heads of the 
stalks with stick and discarding the straw.  
—Then they would toss the chaff and grain in the air and 
the wind would blow the chaff away.  Leaving the kernels 
of grain.  
——Gideon was doing this process in a hole in the 
ground that they would uses to press grapes.   
———This location would have been really difficult for 
separating the grain and the chaff.  
————He was doing all this in such a difficult place to 
protect himself from the Midianites.  
 

12 The angel of the Lord appeared to him and said to 
him, “The Lord is with you, O valiant warrior.”

God commissions His Judge even though the people did 
not repent. 
—God does not want for us to repent before He begins 
to save us.  
——READ: Rom. 5:6-11, “For while we were still 
helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though 
perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to 
die.
8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
9 Much more then, having now been justified aby His 
blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through 
Him.
10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God through the death of His Son, much more, having 
been reconciled, we shall be saved bby His life.
11 And not only this, but we also exult in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received the reconciliation.
———God does not begin to save su because we 
repent. 
————We repent because He began to save us 
though the life of Jesus Christ His Son.
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The angel of the Lord calls Gideon a “mighty warrior.”  
—What a strange way to begin this conversation.  
——Gideon is hiding and threshing grain.  Not so valiant 
looking.   
———Also, the messenger tells Gideon that God is with 
Him.  
————How could God be with any Israelite at this 
point?
 

13 Then Gideon said to him, “O my lord, if the Lord 
is with us, why then has all this happened to us? 
And where are all His miracles which our fathers 
told us about, saying, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up 
from Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned us 
and given us into the hand of Midian.”

Gideon really does not pay any mind to the fact that the 
angel of the Lord has come to see him.  
—He is not really impressed with the fact that this angel 
greets him and calls him great warrior.  
  
—He argue if God is with them then why is all this 
happening?  Why are the Medianites oppressing them?  
——Why isn’t God saving them like He did in the old 
days?   
———What does Gideon’s response tell us about his 
understanding of what the prophet said?  Who God is?  
The covenant God made with Israel?
————We as the readers know that Israel broke the 
covenant with God and disobeyed Him.  Thus, Midian 
came and oppressed Israel to point them back to God.  
—————We know that God has not abandoned Israel 
but is trying to put them on the right path.  Israel has 
abandoned God.   

We learn of Gideon’s spiritual immaturity from his 
response.   
—Gideon’s response becomes very easy for us to make 
as well.  
——We see problems in our lives as God has left.  
———Instead of asking, “how is God working in my 
situation?  What could I be learning in this hard time?  
What is God showing me?  
————READ: Rom. 8:28, “And we know that God 
causes all things to work together for good to those who 
love God, to those who are called according to His 
purpose.
—————Gideon doesn’t have this outlook because 
Gideon doesn’t really know God; he know of God.  
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Gideon has that mindset like the other religions in the 
world have.  
—He is waiting for God to do something to him or for 
him.  
——He is wonder why God doesn’t bring someone to 
help.   
———Gideon is asking the question like most of us do 
at some point, “why don’t you just get rid of the 
problem?  Why don’t you make it go away?  
————Instead we should be asking, “God use me to 
solve the problem.  Help me to be part of the reason that 
the problem goes away.  
 
Gideon is immature in his understanding of God.  He 
does not know Him and he struggles to understand what 
God is doing.  
—Gideon did not understand the prophets message, he 
did not understand the covenant God made with Israel, 
and he did not understand God.  
 

14 The Lord looked at him and said, “Go in this your 
strength and deliver Israel from the hand of Midian. 
Have I not sent you?”
15 He said to Him, “O Lord, how shall I deliver 
Israel? Behold, my family is the least in Manasseh, 
and I am the youngest in my father’s house.”

Gideon’s strength will come in God and God alone.  
—The only reason Gideon can be called great warrior is 
because God will fight with and for Gideon.  
——Gideon gets his task.  It is to deliver Israel from 
Midian.   
———God has chosen Gideon and has sent him to take 
this oppressor out and provide relief to the people.  
————But Gideon has another objection to this great 
message that has been delivered.  
—————Gideon tells the Lord that His family is the 
least of the tribe.   
——————He argues that his tribe is the least 
economically and socially and he is the poorest member 
and the weakest of the clan.  
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Once again we see the weak spiritual state of Gideon.  
—He is making arguments of his ill position to do God’s 
work by telling God how lowly he is.  
——READ: 1 Cor. 1:26-31, “For consider your calling, 
brethren, that there were not many wise according to the 
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble;
27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to 
shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of 
the world to shame the things which are strong,
28 and the base things of the world and the despised 
God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may 
nullify the things that are,
29 so that no man may boast before God.
30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who 
became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification, and redemption,
31 so that, just as it is written, “Let him who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.”
———Gideon does not realize that his social state, 
financial state, or self perception has anything to do with 
God using him to do great works.  
————Gideon can not understand beyond his own 
human resources.  
—————God is greater than any social scale, than 
any financial stability, or any positive self image.   
——————READ:  1 Cor. 1:25, “Because the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness 
of God is stronger than men.
——————READ: Ps. 113:4-6, “The Lord is high 
above all nations;
His glory is above the heavens.
5 Who is like the Lord our God,
Who is enthroned on high,
6 Who ahumbles Himself to behold
The things that are in heaven and in the earth?

Know that God is big enough to do anything and use 
anyone to accomplish His purposes.  
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16 But the Lord said to him, “Surely I will be with 
you, and you shall defeat Midian as one man.”

God then does what we all need when we are caught in 
our spiritual immaturity; He reassures Gideon.  
—Gideon is correct in saying he can not save Israel but 
God give him the assurance that God will defeat Midian 
using Gideon not by Gideon’s resources but by using 
His own resources.   
——God has called Gideon to the task and God will 
equip Gideon 

God calls us as well.
—READ: John 6:44, ““No one can come to Me unless 
the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him 
up on the last day.
—READ: 2 Tim. 1:8-11, “Therefore do not be ashamed 
of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but 
join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the 
power of God,
9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to His own 
purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus 
from all eternity,
10 but now has been revealed by the appearing of our 
Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel,
11 for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle 
and a teacher.
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God will equip us as well.
—READ: 2 Peter 1:2-3, “Grace and peace be multiplied 
to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;
3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us 
everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the 
true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory 
and excellence.
—READ: Heb. 13:20-21, “Now the God of peace, who 
brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the 
sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even 
Jesus our Lord,
21 equip you in every good thing to do His will, working 
in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Are you answering the Call?  Are you using the 
equipping that God has given you?  
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