
Sheep, Ships, or Sword?

Scripture:  Judges 5:1-18
Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

Passage Begins 

1. Then Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam(ab-
a-no-um) sang on that day, saying,
2. “That the leaders led in Israel, That the people 
volunteered, Bless the Lord!
3. “Hear, O kings; give ear, O rulers!  I—to the Lord, I 
will sing, I will sing praise to the Lord, the God of 
Israel.

This is a song/poem that Deborah and Barak performed.  
—This song is very theological.  Last week we looked at 
the historical portion of Deborah’ s Judging.  
——This week we see the theological ideas behind the 
things that were done.   
———We see that leaders led and the people 
volunteered for the battle that we already heard about it 
blessed the Lord.  
————What does that exactly mean though?  
—————How can we bless the Lord as inferior 
creation? 
——————The way that it blesses the Lord is it 
acknowledges that God is the source of the power and 
benefits of Israel.  

By the leaders and the volunteers showing up meant 
that they knew God was the one that was going lead 
them into victory and deliver them from the hands of 
their oppressors.  
—God always shows up, we are the ones who fail to 
show up.  
——READ:  Ps. 139:7-12, “Where can I go from Your 
Spirit?
Or where can I flee from Your presence?
8 If I ascend to heaven, You are there;
If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there.
9 If I take the wings of the dawn,
If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea,
10 Even there Your hand will lead me,
And Your right hand will lay hold of me.
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will overwhelm me,
And the light around me will be night,”
12 Even the darkness is not dark to You,
And the night is as bright as the day.
Darkness and light are alike to You.
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They give a line of the song to the kings and 
commanders of Canaan.  
—They tell them to listen as they sing praise to God.  
These kings are not there but they are going to sing this 
song of the victory God has given them over kings and 
great warriors.   
——We need to understand that this is a Hebrew song 
so it is going to be a little weird.  
———It is not like our modern songs with much less 
rhyming and more focused on the words being said.  
————Also, as we continue to look at this song you 
need to realize it is a song of praise to God who is the 
hero.   

4. “Lord, when You went out from Seir(see-ear), 
When You marched from the field of Edom(Eee-
Dumb), The earth quaked, the heavens also dripped, 
Even the clouds dripped water.
5. “The mountains quaked at the presence of the 
Lord, This Sinai(sI-nI), at the presence of the Lord, 
the God of Israel.
6. “In the days of Shamgar(sham-gar) the son of 
Anath(ann-a-th), In the days of Jael(Jay-el), the 
highways were deserted, And travelers went by 
roundabout ways.
7. “The peasantry ceased, they ceased in Israel, 
Until I, Deborah, arose, Until I arose, a mother in 
Israel.
8. “New gods were chosen; Then war was in the 
gates. Not a shield or a spear was seen Among forty 
thousand in Israel.

God comes to the aid of His people.  They cried out and 
God comes ready for battle.   
—When he showed up it started raining and the 
mountains quaked.  
——There is no better affirmation that you are going the 
right thing as when God comes down to fight and the 
heavens open up and the mountains shake.  ———See 
this comment is a backhand to the Canaanites who are 
supposed to be listening.   
————Baal supposedly lived in the north and was the 
god that gave fertility to the land.  He was a weather 
god.  
—————Here comes the one true God, Yahweh from 
the south bring rain and making the mountain shake.  
——————This in a sense was going to be more that 
a human battle.   
———————It was a victory over Israels enemies but 
it was also Yahweh victory over Baal.  
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God is introduced to these kings and they are told that 
their god—Baal is useless and not supreme but Yahweh 
is supreme.  
—It also points out to Israel that Baal was no match for 
their God and so they need to quite serving Baal and 
serve the one true God.  
 
They then make comments about the highways being 
deserted.  
—Deborah was telling how bad Israel had become.  
——The Israelite had stopped traveling their own trade 
routes because they were constantly being attacked by 
Canaanite oppressors.   
———They had to travel way out of their way to avoid 
being attacked just so they could make a living.  
Then Deborah showed up like a mother over Israel.  
—Deborah is the way that God expressed His protection 
over Israel.  
 
Verse 8 is a recap if you will of how Israel got the point 
of needing Deborah.  
—Israel choose new gods, their military was in 
shambles, and war was going to happen.  
——Israel had little to know weapons especially nothing 
that could take on 900 iron chariots. 
———They were doing all they could to eat and live with 
all the oppression. 
————READ: Ps. 108:13, “Through God we will do 
valiantly, And it is He who shall tread down our 
adversaries.
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9. “My heart goes out to the commanders of Israel, 
The volunteers among the people; Bless the Lord!
10. “You who ride on white donkeys, You who sit on 
rich carpets, And you who travel on the road—sing!
11. “At the sound of those who divide flocks among 
the watering places, There they shall recount the 
righteous deeds of the Lord, The righteous deeds 
for His peasantry in Israel. Then the people of the 
Lord went down to the gates.

She once again praise those Israelites showed up to 
fight this battle.   
—Deborah care for the people and she expresses her 
appreciation for her people who showed up to fight.  
——She then shifts gears and focus on the Canaanite 
merchants.   
———She calls the Canaanite merchants who are 
getting rich while Israel is suffering and barely making it.   
————She tells that they may have been able to take 
advantage of Israel for a time but the people came back 
to God and so God is ruling now.  
————A watering hole was a community gathering 
place where they would come together and talk about 
what was happening or celebrate a victory of God.  
—————Those at the places where animals get their 
water were talking about the greatness of God.   
——————God was and will be talked about for His 
awesome work and she tells them to sing the praise of 
God.  

Either they sing about him then or they will one day later.  
 
—READ: Isa. 45:22-25, “Turn to Me and be saved, all 
the ends of the earth; For I am God, and there is no 
other.
23 “I have sworn by Myself, The word has gone forth 
from My mouth in righteousness And will not turn back, 
That to Me every knee will bow, every tongue will swear 
allegiance.
24 “They will say of Me, ‘Only in the Lord are 
righteousness and strength.’ Men will come to Him, And 
all who were angry at Him will be put to shame.
25 “In the Lord all the offspring of Israel Will be justified 
and will glory.”

The last line tells us that the people went down to the 
gates and said……
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12. “Awake, awake, Deborah; Awake, awake, sing a 
song! Arise, Barak, and take away your captives, O 
son of Abinoam(ab-a-no-um).
13. “Then survivors came down to the nobles; The 
people of the Lord came down to me as warriors.
14. “From Ephraim(Eee-free-um) those whose root is 
in Amalek(am-a-leck) came down, Following you, 
Benjamin, with your peoples; From Machir(maker) 
commanders came down, And from Zebulun(zeb-u-
lan) those who wield the staff of office.
15. “And the princes of Issachar(is-a-car) were with 
Deborah; As was Issachar(is-a-car), so was Barak; 
Into the valley they rushed at his heels; Among the 
divisions of Reuben(roo-ben) There were great 
resolves of heart.

Deborah begins this part of the chapter with God calling 
her to action and continues to her call to Barak.  
—She then continues to the call of the troops.  
——She says the survivors came down to her.  These 
are the Israelites that have survived the oppression of 
their enemies.   

Deborah then gives us the roles of the warriors of Israel.  
—We see she gives us a list of the volunteers who came 
to fight.  Who were ready to give their lives for the 
purposes of God.   
——The gallant troops of Ephraim, then the Benjamites 
with their military skill, then the commanders from Makir, 
and then we see those from Zebulun who brought 
military leaders. 
———Those from Issachar have the heights praise from 
Deborah.  This tribe kept her and Barak safe in the battle 
and fought right along side Barak in the battle.   

From these tribes we see something that is so power to 
the victory of God’s people.
—God called and these people showed up.  
——They faced an impossible enemy to beat but they 
were ready and willing to give up their lives for God.  
———READ: Matt. 16:24-25, “Then Jesus said to His 
disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must 
deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.
25 “For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but 
whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.
————If we are going to be God’s people we are 
going to have to deny ourselves and take up our cross.  
—————We can not hold on to our lives.  They are 
not ours any more.
——————READ: 1 Cor. 6:20, “For you have been 
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
———————If you are a child of God you are not 
your own.  Your life should be used to glorify God.  
————————Your life should be about God.  
—————————READ: Phil. 1:21, “For to me, to 
live is Christ and to die is gain.
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The problem is that we are just like these Israelites in 
Judges.  
—They have only given God a piece of themselves.
——Most of their lives are spent doing things that they 
want, that they like, that make them feel good. 
———God had given them all they need to fulfill the 
covenant they made with Him and they just won’t do it.  
————We are the same.  God has given us all that we 
need to fulfill the covenant that he has made with us and 
we just won’t do it.  
—————READ: Acts 17:22-28, “So Paul stood in the 
midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I 
observe that you are very religious in all respects.
23 “For while I was passing through and examining the 
objects of your worship, I also found an altar with this 
inscription, ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’ Therefore what 
you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you.
24 “The God who made the world and all things in it, 
since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in 
temples made with hands;
25 nor is He served by human hands, as though He 
needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people 
life and breath and all things;
26 and He made from one man every nation of mankind 
to live on all the face of the earth, having determined 
their appointed times and the boundaries of their 
habitation,
27 that they would seek God, if perhaps they might 
grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from 
each one of us;
28 for in Him we live and move and exist, as even 
some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also are His 
children.’

We should be living our lives groping for God, seeking 
Him more than anything, and we should be living and 
moving in Him and our existence should be in Him, for 
Him, and by Him.  
—These warriors who marched out against an enemy 
that was unbeatable existence was in God and they did 
everything for Him.   
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16. “Why did you sit among the sheepfolds, To hear 
the piping for the flocks? Among the divisions of 
Reuben There were great searchings of heart.
17. “Gilead(gil-eee-ad) remained across the Jordan; 
And why did Dan stay in ships? Asher(ash-er) sat at 
the seashore, And remained by its landings.
18. “Zebulun(zeb-u-lan) was a people who despised 
their lives even to death, And Naphtali(naf-ti-lea) 
also, on the high places of the field.

Well what about the other side.  The one that most of us 
sit on.
—Reuben sat back and did the minimum.  They stayed 
and took care of the sheep but did not risk it all for God.  
——They stayed and did the comfortable things and that 
was it.  They never stretch themselves for God and thus 
never get into the fight.  
—Gilead would not come fight.    
—Dan and Asher stayed back and remained by the 
ships.  
——They could not help out their fellow brothers and 
sisters.  They like the life they had and didn’t want any 
different.   
———See the tribe of Dan had clients to take care of 
and could not come because they needed to make their 
quota.  
————We all can fall into this group of tribes.  What 
did they do?  They gave their responsibility to someone 
else.  
—————What made Israel so strong as they took the 
promise land?  They fought together, they followed the 
commands of God, and they each did the jobs they were 
supposed to.   

Guys, men, you are not going to like me very much after 
this point.  
—What is killing the church in America today?  Us.  
Men.  
——For to long we have not done the work that God has 
called us to.   
———For too long we have sat on the sidelines and 
watched as some men and women fight with all that they 
have for God.  
————But instead of getting up we sit back by our 
“ships, our excuses” and let other people do the things 
that we are supposed to be doing.  
—————READ: Gen. 3:6, "When the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to 
the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one 
wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also 
to her husband with her, and he ate. 
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There are sins of omission and sins of commission.  
—Sins of omission is what we do best.  
——READ: James 4:17, “Therefore, to one who knows 
the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin.
———This is these tribes.  This is us.  
————We show up and sit back an let everyone else 
do the things that we should be doing.   
—————If you should teach then start teaching, if you 
are servant of the church serve, if you can evangelize 
then do it.   
——————Stop letting everyone else do the job that 
God has for you.  
———————Do the things that you are supposed to 
do and don’t see something that is right and not do it.   

Sins of commission are sins that we do.
—These are sins with our actions.  
——Like not tending sheep instead of going to battle.   
———Shepherding is much easier and less risk to life 
then going to battle.   
So, the questions have to come:  
—Are you in the fight are you going all out for Jesus? Or 
are you in the fields or by the ships side stepping your 
responsibilities to God?   
—Are you giving your live for Him and His purposes?  
Or are you living your live for you and your purposes?   
—Is your existence in Him, for Him, and by Him?  Or is 
your can you live your life without giving Him a second 
thought?  
—Are you getting bloody for Jesus, because He got 
blood for you?
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