
Nailed It
Scripture:  Judges 4:1-24
Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Before the Sermon by Terry 
and it is the whole passage

Passage Begins 
1 Then the sons of Israel again did evil in the 

sight of the Lord, after Ehud died.
2 And the Lord sold them into the hand of Jabin 

king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; and the 
commander of his army was Sisera, who lived 
in Harosheth-hagoyim.

3 The sons of Israel cried to the Lord; for he had 
nine hundred iron chariots, and he oppressed 
the sons of Israel severely for twenty years.

Here we are again.  
—Israel once again did evil and then once again 
experienced oppression.  
——Once again Israel cried out to God to be saved.  
 
———They were oppressed for 20 years this time.  
————Iron chariots were superior technology and 
with 900 of them this enemy would have seemed 
invincible to Israelite armies.   
—————900 iron chariots could have cut down 
10,000 solders easily.   
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4Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, 
was judging Israel at that time.

5 She used to sit under the palm tree of Deborah 
between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country 
of Ephraim; and the sons of Israel came up to 
her for judgment.

6 Now she sent and summoned Barak the son of 
Abinoam from Kedesh-naphtali, and said to 
him, “Behold, the Lord, the God of Israel, has 
commanded, ‘Go and march to Mount Tabor, 
and take with you ten thousand men from the 
sons of Naphtali and from the sons of Zebulun.

7 ‘I will draw out to you Sisera, the commander of 
Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his many 
troops to the river Kishon, and I will give him 
into your hand.’ ”

8 Then Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, 
then I will go; but if you will not go with me, I 
will not go.”

9 She said, “I will surely go with you; 
nevertheless, the honor shall not be yours on 
the journey that you are about to take, for the 
Lord will sell Sisera into the hands of a 
woman.” Then Deborah arose and went with 
Barak to Kedesh.

10 Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali together to 
Kedesh, and ten thousand men went up bwith 
him; Deborah also went up with him.

Deborah was a prophetess and a teacher of the 
word of God.  
—As a prophetess she had an important job of 
speaking to the people for God.  
——READ: Exod. 7:1-2, “Then the Lord said to 
Moses, “See, I make you as God to Pharaoh, and 
your brother Aaron shall be your prophet.
2 “You shall speak all that I command you, and your 
brother Aaron shall speak to Pharaoh that he let the 
sons of Israel go out of his land.
——READ: Exod. 4:15, ““You are to speak to him 
and put the words in his mouth; and I, even I, will be 
with your mouth and his mouth, and I will teach you 
what you are to do.
16 “Moreover, he shall speak for you to the people; 
and he will be as a mouth for you and you will be as 
God to him.
———She was not the only prophetess in the bible.  
————READ: Exod. 15:20, “Miriam the 
prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took the timbrel in her 
hand, and all the women went out after her with 
timbrels and with dancing.
————READ: Neh. 6:14, “Remember, O my God, 
Tobiah and Sanballat according to these works of 
theirs, and also Noadiah the prophetess and the rest 
of the prophets who were trying to frighten me.
————READ: Luke 2:36, “And there was a 
prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years and had 
lived with her husband seven years after her 
marriage,
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She also lead Israel as a Judge.  
—She was a wise counselor and people came to her 
to help with all kinds of issues that they were having.  
 
——She lead Israel different from the previous 
Judges.  She led from wisdom and character as 
opposed to might.  
———Othniel went to war—Judges 3:10, Ehud 
made is assassination plan—Judes 3:16, and 
Shamgar defeated 600 Philistines 3:31.  
————Deborah was Judge who lead beyond the 
battlefield.  She is the only Judge that is not a 
warrior. 
—————Deborah communicates God’s message 
to the people but she is not the answer.    
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—Here is Deborah leading Israel as prophet, Judge, 
and leader.  
——I think often time we have a hard time talking 
about women’s role in the church especially in our 
day with all that has happened and is happening.   
———What we see from Deborah and her position 
in Judges is that there is no reason that a women 
should not lead in civil roles (so business, politically, 
etc.).  
————Some women such as Deborah were 
prophets and some were queens or Judges.  
—————None were priests.  Priests were men 
who were descended from Aaron.
——————READ: Numb. 3:10, ““So you shall 
appoint Aaron and his sons that they may keep their 
priesthood, but the layman who comes near shall be 
put to death.”
———————The OT tells us that women are 
equal in value, dignity, and ability.   
———READ: Gen. 1:26-28, “Then God said, “Let 
Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and 
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth.”
27 God created man in His own image, in the image 
of God He created him; male and female He created 
them.
28 God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; 
and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the sky and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.” 
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This pattern continued in the New Testament as well.  
—Women in the New Testament served in many 
different role through the church as well with one 
office or position that women were not permitted to 
take on.  
——READ: 1 Tim. 3:1-3, “1 It is a trustworthy 
statement: if any man aspires to the office of 
overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do.
2 An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the 
husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach,
3 not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, 
peaceable, free from the love of money.

What I think we must understand from Deborah’s 
role from this passage is that women should use the 
gifts God has given them, they must be allowed to 
use the gifts that God has given them.   
—Women you can not shrink back and not utilized 
the gifts God has given you and men we can not and 
should not keep women from using their gifts.   
——Yes, there is a position that God wants only men 
to fill but He wants women who have equal share in 
the church, equal responsibility in the church, and 
equal status in the church to use their gifts to 
strengthen, grow, and encourage the church and to 
glorify Him.   

We will talk more about women’s role in the church 
and community group on Thursday at 6:30pm if you 
want to come here more.    
—But sisters know that you have an important role in 
the growth of the church and the kingdom of God.  
Deborah is a great example of a women who uses 
the gifts God has given her to achieve His purposes.  

Scripture:  Judges 4:1-24

�5



So Deborah answers Israels cries by sending for 
Barak.  
—Barak would fight the battle and God would deliver 
the oppressors into his hands.  
——There are a couple different view on Barak’s 
response to Deborah.   
———Without reading anything into the scripture I 
don’t see Deborah rebuking Barak for not going on 
his own.  
————She is simply telling him that he will not 
have the honor of defeating Sisera.  He will have the 
honor of defeating his army but not him.  
—————Sisera will be handed over to a woman.   
——————Barak’s request was not one of 
rebellion but one of wanting the prophet of God to 
accompany them in the work of God.  This is a pea 
for the presence of God.  
Since all of Israel recognized her as a prophet, her 
presence alongside Barak symbolized that God was 
with Barak as a leader and the army of Israel.  
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11 Now Heber the Kenite had separated himself 
from the Kenites, from the sons of Hobab the 
father-in-law of Moses, and had pitched his tent 
as far away as the oak in Zaanannim, which is 
near Kedesh.

Now we need to understand this in light of modern 
movies.
—The scene above sets.  The screen goes black 
and the storyline picks up with Heber.  
——Heber is frustrated with what is going on so he 
packs his things and head out near the oaks away 
from the problem.   
———He and his wife pack up and move everything 
out to the forest.  
————One of the things they would show you in 
this movie break is Heber’s wife Jael setting the tent 
up.  
—————She would be in charge of setting the tent 
up, hammering in the tent stakes.  This was a job 
that women would do in their culture.  This is 
foreshadowing things to come.    
——————Now the screen slowly fades to black 
leaving these 2 characters setting up their new 
dwelling place.  
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12Then they told Sisera that Barak the son of 
Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor.

13 Sisera called together all his chariots, nine 
hundred iron chariots, and all the people who 
were with him, from Harosheth-hagoyim to the 
river Kishon.

14 Deborah said to Barak, “Arise! For this is the 
day in which the Lord has given Sisera into 
your hands; behold, the Lord has gone out 
before you.” So Barak went down from Mount 
Tabor with ten thousand men following him.

15 The Lord routed Sisera and all his chariots and 
all his army with the edge of the sword before 
Barak; and Sisera alighted from his chariot and 
fled away on foot.

16 But Barak pursued the chariots and the army 
as far as Harosheth-hagoyim, and all the army 
of Sisera fell by the edge of the sword; not 
even one was left.

Then we return to the main storyline and the battle 
line are bringing to be drawn.  
—Sisera heard that Barak had 10,000 men and 
when out to prepare for battle.  
——He was probably exited because he was going 
to get to defeat these 10,000 Israelites like they were 
nothing.   
———He gets all his chariots and men together for 
this battle  

So here is Israel starring at 900 chariots and 
thousands of more men.   
—Barak with Deborah looking out over the enemy 
who is vast and seeming unbeatable.  
——Barak new that Deborah was a godly woman 
and would hear God and speak on God’s behalf.  
———Barak shows faith in listening to God at every 
point of this account.  He shows reliance on God by 
wanting Deborah there, want that connection with 
God.   
————Barak also shows faith as Deborah says, 
“God had given Sisera into your hand, the Lord goes 
out before you.”  
—————Barak shows his faith by charging into 
battle, a battle that he should lose every time.  
——————Barak lived out lived out:  
———————READ: Phil. 2:6-8, “5 Have this 
attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ 
Jesus,
6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did 
not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,
7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-
servant, and being made in the likeness of men.
8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross.
—————————Barak’s forces were no match 
for Sisera but Sisera’s forces were no match for 
God.  
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17Now Sisera fled away on foot to the tent of Jael 
the wife of Heber the Kenite, for there was 
peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the 
house of Heber the Kenite.

18 Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said to him, 
“Turn aside, my master, turn aside to me! Do 
not be afraid.” And he turned aside to her into 
the tent, and she covered him with a rug.

19 He said to her, “Please give me a little water to 
drink, for I am thirsty.” So she opened a bottle 
of milk and gave him a drink; then she covered 
him.

20 He said to her, “Stand in the doorway of the 
tent, and it shall be if anyone comes and 
inquires of you, and says, ‘Is there anyone 
here?’ that you shall say, ‘No.’ ”

21 But Jael, Heber’s wife, took a tent peg and 
seized a hammer in her hand, and went 
secretly to him and drove the peg into his 
temple, and it went through into the ground; for 
he was sound asleep and exhausted. So he 
died.

22 And behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael 
came out to meet him and said to him, “Come, 
and I will show you the man whom you are 
seeking.” And he entered with her, and behold 
Sisera was lying dead with the tent peg in his 
temple.

23 So God subdued on that day Jabin the king of 
Canaan before the sons of Israel.

24 The hand of the sons of Israel pressed heavier 
and heavier upon Jabin the king of Canaan, 
until they had destroyed Jabin the king of 
Canaan.

 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Jdg 
4:1–24). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 

So this great warrior flees! 
—When he loses his army, his technology, his 
status, and is left with himself and his gods what 
does he do?  Runs.  
——When we lose everything and we are left with 
ourselves and our God is that going to be enough to 
stand and fight?   
———Is God enough for you?
————READ: 2 Cor. 3:4-5, “Such confidence we 
have through Christ toward God.
5 Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider 
anything as coming from ourselves, but our 
adequacy is from God,
6 who also made us adequate as servants of a new 
covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the 
letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

He runs and finds himself meeting this couple who 
was introduced earlier.  
—From the beginning to the end of this interaction 
Jael controls the events and conversations.
——She invited this strange man into her tent and 
covers him with a rug before Sisera says his first 
word.   
———She probably knew who he was as he was a 
well known warrior or oppressor. 
————She also would have figure out he was flee 
the battle.  So she starts to put together a plan.   
—————So he becomes thirsty and ask for a drink 
of water.  She brings him milk and probably not cold 
milk.  
——————Sisera asks her to stand guard at the 
door and not let anyone in to get him.  
———————Big bad warrior is asking a woman 
he does not even know to defend him.  This big bad 
general turns out to be a nobody.   

Then, remember as I said earlier that setting up the 
tent was considered the work of the woman in their 
culture.   
—So a tent peg and hammer were household items 
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So what do we learn from this whole account? 
—This story is about God who is the real hero.  
——Verse 9 tells us that the honor will go to a 
woman but really no honor goes to a human at all.  
———The honor goes to God:  
————God spoke through Deborah
————God went ahead of Barak and gave him 
victory 
————God handed Sisera over to Jael

God’s is the rescuer acting by His will and causing 
all things to work according to His plan.   
—God continues to be the rescuer throughout all 
human history.  
——READ: Gal. 1:3-5, “Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,
4 who gave Himself for our sins so that He might 
rescue us from this present evil age, according to 
the will of our God and Father,
5 to whom be the glory forevermore. Amen.

 

Scripture:  Judges 4:1-24

�10


