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Announcements:
Scripture Reading:  

Passage Begins 
9 But when the people of Israel cried out to 
the Lord, the Lord raised up a deliverer for the 
people of Israel, who saved them, Othniel the 
son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother. 10 The 
Spirit of the Lord was upon him, and he 
judged Israel. He went out to war, and the 
Lord gave Cushan-rishathaim king of 
Mesopotamia into his hand. And his hand 
prevailed over Cushan-rishathaim. 11 So the 
land had rest forty years. Then Othniel the 
son of Kenaz died. 

So here Israel is being oppressed by one of the 
most powerful enemies that they have faced.  
—For 8 years he ruled them and they were 
enslaved.  
——The only contribution that Israel made to the 
deliverance that God provided was crying out.  
———The Israelites could do nothing to save 
themselves.  Their idols could do nothing to help 
them in their oppression.  
————God’s plan had worked!!  Israel had 
found their way back to the one true God.  
—————We will see that God will save his 
people through his chosen leader.  ——————
God does this with Joseph, Moses, the Judges, 
prophets, kings, and then Jesus.   
———————READ: 1 Tim. 6:13-16, “ I charge 
you in the presence of God, who gives life to all 
things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the 
good confession before Pontius Pilate,
14 that you keep the commandment without stain 
or reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,
15 which He will bring about at the proper time—
He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords,
16 who alone possesses immortality and dwells 
in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen 
or can see. To Him be honor and eternal 
dominion! Amen.
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So Othniel show back up in the Judges storyline.  
—Othniel had defeated Caleb’s enemies and 
here God empowers him to defeat Israel’s 
enemies.  
——God sent His Spirit to be on Othniel.  In the 
Old Testament God send His Spirit to empower 
one leader and the Israelites were to follow that 
leader.   
———In the New Testament God send the Spirit 
to empower all believers.  
————We have access to God through the 
Spirit. 
—————We hear from God by the Spirit, the 
Spirit give us power, the Spirit guides us, and 
directs us.   
——————READ: John 14:16-17, “I will ask 
the Father, and He will give you another aHelper, 
that He may be with you forever;
17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it does not see Him or 
know Him, but you know Him because He abides 
with you and will be in you.
——————READ: John 14:26, “But the 
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in My name, He will teach you all things, and 
bring to your remembrance all that I said to you
———————Jesus comments on the 
importance of the work of the Holy Spirit in a 
believers life in John 16.
————————READ: John 16:7, ““But I tell 
you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go 
away; for if I do not go away, the aHelper will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.

J. D. Greaer, wrote a book called “Jesus 
Continued,” and in this book he make the claim 
that it is better to have the Holy Spirit inside us 
than Jesus right next to us.    
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So we see here that Othniel empowered by the 
Holy Spirit lead Israel to defeat this powerful 
enemy.  
—READ: Zechariah 4:6, “Then he said to me, 
“This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel 
saying, ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My 
Spirit,’ says the Lord of hosts.
—The land had peace for 40 years or a life 
time!!!!  Oppression was gone.  
——The self inflicted spiritual oppression was 
over as well.   
———The people of Israel finally had head 
knowledge and heart knowledge of the one true 
God.  
————Then Othniel died.  Will Israel continue 
to follow God after the deliver was gone?  
—————Othniel was only a temporary.  
Permanent restoration and unending peace for 
God’s people can only come through one who 
has defeated sin, death, and Satan.   
——————Verse 11 really show us the 
problem with human leaders.  They only last so 
long.  
———————READ: Rev. 1:17-18, “When I 
saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And 
He placed His right hand on me, saying, “Do not 
be afraid; I am the first and the last,
18 and the living One; and I was dead, and 
behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the 
keys of death and of Hades.

Jesus defeated death on the cross, He defeated 
sin and took the sins of the world on himself so 
we could have not only 40 years of peace but 
eternal peace.  
 

Scripture:  Judges 3:9-31

�3



12 And the people of Israel again did what 
was evil in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord 
strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against 
Israel, because they had done what was evil 
in the sight of the Lord. 13 He gathered to 
himself the Ammonites and the Amalekites, 
and went and defeated Israel. And they took 
possession of the city of palms. 14 And the 
people of Israel served Eglon the king of 
Moab eighteen years. 

So did Israel remain faith to God?  NO!!!!!!
—God gave them over once again to not just one 
king but an alliance of enemies.  
——If you notice the passage says that God 
strengthened Eglon.  God Strengthened the 
enemy of Israel.  Why?   
———Humanity does not seek out a solution to 
their problem if they don’t know they have a 
problem.
————Israel would not have cried out to God if 
they had not been oppressed.  They as I said last 
week, would lost sight of God completely.   
—————They would have continued in 
disobedience and doomed themselves for eternal 
punishment.   
——————So God does what it takes to get 
their attention.    

15 Then the people of Israel cried out to the 
Lord, and the Lord raised up for them a 
deliverer, Ehud, the son of Gera, the 
Benjaminite, a left-handed man. The people of 
Israel sent tribute by him to Eglon the king of 
Moab.

So the people cried out to God once again.  They 
remembered God and His power in their distress 
and they did not remember Him in their success.  
—God provide a leader once again.  
——God chooses this man named Ehud which 
means where is the splendor or majesty.  He is a 
left-handed man.   
———Here we see that Ehud went to present a 
tribute to this king that took over Israel.  I thought 
he was supposed to save Israel not pay tribute to 
this king?  
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16 And Ehud made for himself a sword with 
two edges, a cubit in length, and he bound it 
on his right thigh under his clothes. 17 And 
he presented the tribute to Eglon king of 
Moab. Now Eglon was a very fat man. 18 And 
when Ehud had finished presenting the 
tribute, he sent away the people who carried 
the tribute. 19 But he himself turned back at 
the idols near Gilgal and said, “I have a secret 
message for you, O king.” And he 
commanded, “Silence.” And all his attendants 
went out from his presence. 20 And Ehud 
came to him as he was sitting alone in his 
cool roof chamber. And Ehud said, “I have a 
message from God for you.” And he arose 
from his seat. 21 And Ehud reached with his 
left hand, took the sword from his right thigh, 
and thrust it into his belly. 22 And the hilt also 
went in after the blade, and the fat closed over 
the blade, for he did not pull the sword out of 
his belly; and the dung came out. 23 Then 
Ehud went out into the porch and closed the 
doors of the roof chamber behind him and 
locked them. 
24 When he had gone, the servants came, and 
when they saw that the doors of the roof 
chamber were locked, they thought, “Surely 
he is relieving himself in the closet of the cool 
chamber.” 25 And they waited till they were 
embarrassed. But when he still did not open 
the doors of the roof chamber, they took the 
key and opened them, and there lay their lord 
dead on the floor. 

Okay, what an account!!!
—My favorite piece is that Eglon was a very fat 
man.  
——This tell us so much about Eglon and what 
he has done with the power and success God 
gave him.   
———Eglon loved his luxury.  Instead of sitting 
on his throne in Moab where he probably should 
have been he was living in Jericho, the promise 
land with lush food.  Tell the Vivian cookie 
Story  800 pounds
————He also thought way to much of himself.  
—————He falls into Ehud’s plan because he 
had a false sense of his power and self worth. 
——————So we see Ehud present a tribute to 
this king but he had a plan to give this king 
something else too.  
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I think the understand of this account is best not 
by going detail by detail but by looking at the 
base understanding God want us to have and 
building from there.  
—God uses Eglon to show Israel who they are.  
——Even to Eglon’s name.  Eglon means fat caff 
and that is what Israel made in the desert after 
God had delivered them from the oppression of 
Pharaoh.   
 
So lets take look at what God is saying to Israel 
and us through this fat man.  
—Eglon was only in power because God 
strengthened him.  God chose him and made him 
have power.  
——So to is it for Israel.  God chose Israel as His 
people.  They did have power on their own.   
———READ:  Deut. 7:6-7, “For you are a holy 
people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God 
has chosen you to be a people for His own 
possession out of all the peoples who are on the 
face of the earth.
7 “The Lord did not set His love on you nor 
choose you because you were more in number 
than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest 
of all peoples,
8 but because the Lord loved you and kept the 
oath which He swore to your forefathers, the Lord 
brought you out by a mighty hand and redeemed 
you from the house of slavery, from the hand of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt.
————God chose us as well.   
—————READ:  John 15:16, “You did not 
choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you 
that you would go and bear fruit, and that your 
fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of 
the Father in My name He may give to you.
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—Eglon indulges in his success and power 
following the desires of heart.  
——Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord as 
verse 12 says.  They followed the desires of their 
hearts and embraced idols.  
———READ: Lev. 26:1, “‘You shall not make for 
yourselves idols, nor shall you set up for 
yourselves an image or a sacred pillar, nor shall 
you place a figured stone in your land to bow 
down to it; for I am the Lord your God.
————God calls us to remain pure of idols as 
well.  
—————READ:  Col. 3:5, “Therefore consider 
the members of your earthly body as dead to 
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
greed, which amounts to idolatry.
—Eglon was struck by God right in the point of 
his idolatry.  He was struck in the lust of the flesh.  
——So to was Israel.  They wanted freedom in all 
aspect of their lives.  They wanted to do whatever 
they wanted.  They became oppressed and 
enslaved by their “freedoms,” their idols.  
————We can enslaved by our sin and our 
desire to do whatever we want.  
—————READ: Rom. 6:12-14, “Therefore do 
not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you 
obey its lusts,
13 and do not go on presenting the members of 
your body to sin as instruments of 
unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God 
as those alive from the dead, and your members 
as instruments of righteousness to God.
14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you 
are not under law but under grace.
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—Eglon had a false image of himself and God. 
As I said above.
——Israel have a false image of themselves as a 
nation that did not need God.  
————If your image of yourself is not totally 
dependent on God you need to reassess.   
—————READ: Acts 17:24-28, “The God who 
made the world and all things in it, since He is 
Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in 
temples made with hands;
25 nor is He served by human hands, as though 
He needed anything, since He Himself gives to 
all people life and breath and all things;
26 and He made from one man every nation of 
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, 
having determined their appointed times and the 
boundaries of their habitation,
27 that they would seek God, if perhaps they 
might grope for Him and find Him, though He is 
not far from each one of us;
28for in Him we live and move and exist, as even 
some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also 
are His children.’
—v. 22—Eglon in his failure he literally soiled 
himself.  
——In Israel’s sin and idolatry they soil 
themselves as well.  
————We also in our sin and idolatry soil 
ourselves and need cleansing 
—————READ: 1 John 1:6-9, “If we say that 
we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth;
7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in 
the Light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from 
all sin.
8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving 
ourselves and the truth is not in us.
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
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26 Ehud escaped while they delayed, and he 
passed beyond the idols and escaped to 
Seirah. 27 When he arrived, he sounded the 
trumpet in the hill country of Ephraim. Then 
the people of Israel went down with him from 
the hill country, and he was their leader. 
28 And he said to them, “Follow after me, for 
the Lord has given your enemies the Moabites 
into your hand.” So they went down after him 
and seized the fords of the Jordan against the 
Moabites and did not allow anyone to pass 
over. 29 And they killed at that time about 
10,000 of the Moabites, all strong, able-bodied 
men; not a man escaped. 30 So Moab was 
subdued that day under the hand of Israel. 
And the land had rest for eighty years. 
Shamgar
31 After him was Shamgar the son of Anath, 
who killed 600 of the Philistines with an 
oxgoad, and he also saved Israel. 
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—Eglon’s idols did not save him.
—Ehud ran by these idols that were supposed to 
protect Eglon.  
——Israel’s idols did not save them from 
oppression or slavery either.   
————Jesus is the only way for us to be saved.  
—————READ: Acts 4:10-12, “let it be known 
to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by 
the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom 
you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—
by this name this man stands here before you in 
good health.
11“aHe is the stone which was rejected by you, 
the builders, but which became the chief corner 
stone.
12 “And there is salvation in no one else; for 
there is no other name under heaven that has 
been given among men by which we must be 
saved.”
—Lastly, Eglon’s great empire was defeated with 
out their leader.  
——So to is Israel defeated without God.  
————We will also be defeated without God.  
—————READ: John 15:4-5, ““Abide in Me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can 
you unless you abide in Me.
5 “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who 
abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for 
apart from Me you can do nothing.
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