
Test Failed
Scripture:  Judges 3:1-8

Announcements: July 29th we will host all church prayer 
meeting 6-7pm

Scripture Reading:  

Passage Begins 

1. Now these are the nations which the Lord left, to test 
Israel by them (that is, all who had not experienced any 
of the wars of Canaan;
2. only in order that the generations of the sons of Israel 
might be taught war, those who had not experienced it 
formerly).  
 3. These nations are: the five lords of the Philistines and 
all the Canaanites and the Sidonians and the Hivites who 
lived in Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal-hermon as far 
as Lebo-hamath.
4. They were for testing Israel, to find out if they would 
obey the commandments of the Lord, which He had 
commanded their fathers through Moses.

Why did the God leave these nation?  
—To teach them warfare to this generation that did not 
have the fighting experience that the previous 
generation had.  
—He did it so that this generation would develop a 
dependance upon Him.   
——This generation entered the land as God’s covenant 
people.  He gave the land to them as a gift.  
———The Canaanites still being in the land was a test 
to see if they were going to accept God as their one true 
God.  
————When they entered the promise land as Joshua 
lead them, the people had to trust and rely on God and 
His promises.   
—————The Israelites had forgot this and God in his 
mercy was going to use these nation that He left to show 
Israel that He is the God of the universe, the conquer of 
anything, and they could trust, rely, and follow His lead.  
——————The Canaanites remain as a test proving 
whether or not Israel will accept it’s status as His 
covenant people with all the privileges and obligations 
that go with it.  
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What can we learn from this test?  
—God expects us to take up the responsibility He has 
given us.  God has expectations for every piece of our 
lives.   
——READ: Gal. 6:5, “For each one will bear his own 
load.”
——READ:  Rom. 12:6-8, “Since we have gifts that 
differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to 
exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the 
proportion of his faith;
7 if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his 
teaching;
8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, 
with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who 
shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

—Also, we have enemies just like the Israelites do.  
——God wants us to choose Him over His enemies just 
like God want Israel to choose Him over His enemies.  
———Our enemies are sin, Satan, and the world want 
to live in us.   
————God has called us to totally destroy them.
—————READ: Rom. 6:5-7, “For if we have become 
united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we 
shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection,
6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, 
in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so 
that we would no longer be slaves to sin;
7 for he who has died is freed from sin.
—————READ: 1 Peter 2:11, “Beloved, I urge you as 
aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which 
wage war against the soul.

So the question come like it does to Israel:  Will you 
obey the Lord’s commands?  
—As we continue you will find that Israel tragically failed 
to learn the lesson.  
——So will we learn the lesson from Israel or will be 
repeat their mistakes?   
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5. The sons of Israel lived among the Canaanites, the 
Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites;
6. and they took their daughters for themselves as 
wives, and gave their own daughters to their sons, and 
served their gods.

Here is the report card of their progress in the test that 
God gave them.  
—Israel failed!!!  They did not get a C or D but a big fat 
F.  
——They failed in 3 areas:   
———First, they settled in the same areas as the native 
population.  
————They lives among the people already there.  
Their sense of community as a nation, as a people was 
spread out with these other nations.  
————Wherever they went they had failed the test.  
They allowed these Canaanite people to influence them 
as God had told them not to.   

———Second, they married with the Canaanites.   
————This was exactly opposite to what God had 
said over and over again.  
————Israel is to be His nations not marrying other 
nations allowing their cult and beliefs affect Israel’s 
beliefs.   
—————READ: Deut. 7:3-4, “Furthermore, you shall 
not intermarry with them; you shall not give your 
daughters to their sons, nor shall you take their 
daughters for your sons.
4 “For they will turn your sons away from following Me to 
serve other gods; then the anger of the Lord will be 
kindled against you and He will quickly destroy you.

———Third, they served other gods.  

Scripture:  Judges 3:1-8

�3



When Israel integrated with these other nation they also 
spiritually integrated.  
—The people had sold out.  They gave up their way of 
life, their way of remembering God (which was their 
culture), and they gave up their God.  
——Israel rightfully stand under the judgement of God.   
———We may feel sorry for Israel but they had multiply 
opportunities and continued to prove they needed the 
judgement of God.  

We need to understand that peaceful coexistence with 
the world leads to cohabitation and alliance with the 
world.   
—This then turns to taking on the religious ideas of the 
world.  
Israel gave in to their sinful desires and lived just like the 
pagans around them.  
—When God’s people live just like the people around 
them who are not God’s people they have fallen into evil 
and glorifying idols.  
——READ: 1 Peter 2:9-10, “But you are a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own 
possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies 
of Him who has called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light;
10 for you once were not a people, but now you are the 
people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy.
———As God’s people we are to be a people who are a 
holy nation.  A people for God’s own possession.  
————As God’s people we are to live lives not falling 
to sinful desires, not accepting false gods, and live in 
such a way that those who are not God’s people see our 
deeds and turn to God.  
—————READ: 1 Peter 2:11-12, “Beloved, I urge you 
as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts 
which wage war against the soul.
12 Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so 
that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, 
they may because of your good deeds, as they observe 
them, glorify God in the day of visitation.
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7. The sons of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, and forgot the Lord their God and served the Baals 
and the Asheroth.
8. Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, 
so that He sold them into the hands of Cushan-
rishathaim king of Mesopotamia; and the sons of Israel 
served Cushan-rishathaim eight years.

Israel forgot God and God did exactly as He said He 
would.  
—God had told Israel so many times.  He had given 
Israel so many chances but they did not do what they 
agree on.  
——So God uses stronger tactics.   
———The Israelites exchanged the worship of the 
Living God for the service of wood and stone. 
————God demanded obedience and he also 
promised to save His people.  
—————As a result of this the children of Israel fall 
into this cyclical pattern of decline.   
——————God continues to give them what they 
deserve for their sins but yet deliver them as they 
become oppressed by the people that conquer them.  

 

Even though Israel knew who God was and what he 
wanted they still did not do  it.  
—Why?  Because these things were not real to them.   
——They acknowledged intellectually that something is 
true but these things don’t penetrate our hearts.   
———They need that revival of their hearts because 
truths about God which were once impacting every area 
of their lives are not any longer.  
————We too constantly need this revival in our lives 
as well.  We constantly need to let the gospel impact our 
hearts.   
—————Our hearts are like a bucket of water in the 
winter in Missouri.  The top of the bucket freezes over 
and becomes ice.  You have to take something and 
break the ice.  Our hearts are like that bucket, constantly 
freezing over by the world, our sin, and the attack from 
the enemy.  We have to smash the ice forming on our 
hearts so that God remains real in our heads and hearts.  
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So how do we fix a heart that has iced over?  
—READ: 2 Peter 1:5-7, “5 Now for this very reason 
also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral 
excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge,
6 and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-
control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, 
godliness,
7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your 
brotherly kindness, love.
——We have to be diligent in your faith.  This means 
getting back to the basics.  
———I can almost guaranty that when we feel far from 
God we are not praying as we should, reading our bibles 
as we should, fellowshipping with other believers as we 
should, we haven’t fasted, we haven’t shared the 
gospel, and most likely we have sin in our lives.  

This king that God allow to come in and take Israel over 
was one of the most powerful of all the enemies of 
Israel.  
—His empire extended far and while.  He was a world-
class emperor and he control Israel for 8 years.  
——As the people had sold themselves to these fake 
gods, God sold them into slavery under a powerful king.  
 
———If God had not sold them they would have totally 
lost their identity and forgotten completely who He was.  
They would have doom their souls.  
————The people would not have seen their true 
position.  
—————God let Israel suffer to redeem them.   
——————God still does this today.  
———————READ: 1 Cor. 11:32, “But when we are 
judged, we are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not 
be condemned along with the world.
————————Just before that though we see:  
—————————READ: 1 Cor. 11:31, “But if we 
judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged.
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When we have a right understanding of ourselves and a 
right understanding of God we thrive.  
—When we are deceived about who we are or who God 
is we start to freeze over.  
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