
Lost Generation

Scripture:
Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Deut. 6:4-9

Passage Begins Last week we started off with Heavens explanation of 
what Israel was doing. 
—Here we see a history lesson of what happened.  
——This is a explanation of how Israel got to this point.  
 

6. When Joshua had dismissed the people, the sons 
of Israel went each to his inheritance to possess the 
land.
7. The people served the Lord all the days of 
Joshua, and all the days of the elders who survived 
Joshua, who had seen all the great work of the Lord 
which He had done for Israel.
8. Then Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the 
Lord, died at the age of one hundred and ten.
9. And they buried him in the territory of his 
inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of 
Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash.
10. All that generation also were gathered to their 
fathers; and there arose another generation after 
them who did not know the Lord, nor yet the work 
which He had done for Israel.

The evaluation of the Israel’s current circumstance is 
based on what they did in the past.  
—Joshua lead Israel well. He was a true servant of God.  
——He worked hard to keep Israel on track and focused 
on God.   
———So Joshua sent the people to live in the land God 
gave them. The people did great at following God during 
Joshua’s life and all who had SEEN all the great works.
————The key word in that is: SEEN.  Joshua and his 
generation saw the mighty hand of God working among 
them.  
—————Then Joshua died and they buried him.  And 
slowly Joshua’s generation started to die off.   

Then the last lines of verse 10 tell us that a generation 
arose who did not know the Lord, or the work He had 
done for Israel.  
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11. Then the sons of Israel did evil in the sight of the 
Lord and served the Baals,
12. and they forsook the Lord, the God of their 
fathers, who had brought them out of the land of 
Egypt, and followed other gods from among the 
gods of the peoples who were around them, and 
bowed themselves down to them; thus they 
provoked the Lord to anger.

What was the effect of a generation that did not know 
God?  
—Rebellion!  Mutiny!   In verse 10 it says, “they did not 
know the Lord.”  But they knew about the Lord.  They 
just did not know God.  
——They had head knowledge about God but not heart 
know of who God is.   
———They had probably heard the stories of what God 
had done for Israel but the saving acts of God were not 
precious to them.  
————They did not revere and rejoice in God.  They 
heard the stories and that is all they were to them; 
Stories.  
 
When we lose sight of God, His grace, and our 
obligation to Him then God is forgotten.  
—Everything that will come in this book is a 
consequence of Israel forgetting God.  
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They did evil because they forgot God.  
—What is evil?  Turing to love and serve anything but 
God. 
——Evil is the effect of something else.  Sin.  Sin is the 
cause of evil.  
———It seems to be easy to point the finger at Israel or 
someone else and call out the evil in their lives.   
————But we are in denial of our own evil and the 
root of that evil; our sin.  
—————READ: Ezek. 18:25, ““Yet you say, ‘The way 
of the Lord is not right.’ Hear now, O house of Israel! Is 
My way not right? Is it not your ways that are not right?
——————So evil can be explained best from This 
passage in Jeremiah. 
———————READ: Jeremiah 2:13, ““For My people 
have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, The 
fountain of living waters, To hew for themselves cisterns, 
Broken cisterns That can hold no water.
————————So evil is forsaking(abandoning/
renouncing/turning away/giving up on) God the living 
water to make gods of their own that are not fountains 
but cannot even hold water.  

So we learn their exact evil is serving Baals(foreign 
gods).  The word Baal is a Canaanite word for Lord.   
—The new generation forget all about the real Lord and 
instead serve fake mini-lords.  
This evil provoked God to anger.  
—this means that they pushed God to action. 
——What was the action that they pushed God 
towards?   
———Anger.  God become angry because His people 
disobey, God becomes angry because He doesn’t want 
to punish His people, and God becomes angry because 
His people have thrown Him away.  
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So who is to blame for this mutiny? 
—Is it God?  Did God not reveal Himself enough this 
next generation?  
—Is it the parent who did not teach their children the 
right way? 
—Is the kids?  They just never listened to the things that 
were told them.
——First and for-most, God is not to blame for the 
mutiny.  
———God’s leading is perfect.  Our following is poor.   
————READ: Ps. 32:8, “I will instruct you and teach 
you in the way which you should go; I will counsel you 
with My eye upon you.
————READ: John 14:26, “But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will 
teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all 
that I said to you.

When we want to understand the problem of an entire 
generation not knowing God we need to look at that 
generation and the parents of that generation.  
—The parents of this generation had flawed faith but 
they served God.  
—This generation does not commit to God but are 
complacent and then they compromise.   
——READ: Deut. 6:4-9, “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our 
God, the Lord is one!
5 “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your might.
6 “These words, which I am commanding you today, 
shall be on your heart.
7 “You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall 
talk of them when you sit in your house and when you 
walk by the way and when you lie down and when you 
rise up.
8 “You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they 
shall be as frontals on your forehead.
9 “You shall write them on the doorposts of your house 
and on your gates.
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These passages in Deut. tell all of us that we need to 
love God whole-heartedly.  
—We are to have these commandments on our hearts.  
We are not to be hypocritical or inconsistent in our 
behavior.  
——Parents need to model this for their children.  
Children need to see that we really believe what we say.  
———Kids see the worst in us.  They see us at home, 
tired, frustrated, and on edge.  
————We as believers need to set a good explain for 
them because as we see here in Judges.  It is important 
for their spiritual growth.   
—————Christian parents should teach our children 
all about God and His goodness.  We should disciple our 
children.  Teach them to read the bible, pray, worship 
God, and serve.   
——————If we don’t teach our children the ways of 
the Lord how are they going to learn them?  The hour to 
3 hours they get at church a week?  
———————We have to teach them to have the head 
knowledge of God and the heart knowledge of God.  
————————Otherwise the world will attack them 
and eat them up just like we see here in Judges 2.   

The big failing of Christianity today is that children are 
not being discipled in the home.  
—Children don’t don’t their bibles, they don’t know how 
to pray, they don’t seek God, and they don’t rely on Him.  
——This is what happened here in Judges 2.  The 
parents did not do the things mentioned in Deut. 6.   
———They did not train their children in the way of the 
Lord and their children didn’t seek God on their own.  
————Younger people are sensitive to inconsistency.  
—————Deut. 6 it is saying to sit, walk, lie down, and 
get up referring to the routine of everyday life.   
——————In our everyday life we are to impress 
truths about God by showing how God relates to daily 
living.  
———————Duet. 6 as Tim Keller writes, “This is a 
call to be wise and thoughtful about how the values and 
virtues of the Gospel distintively influence our decisions 
and priorities.”  
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READ: Deut. 6:20-25, “20“When your son asks you in 
time to come, saying, ‘What do the testimonies and the 
statutes and the judgments mean which the Lord our 
God commanded you?’
21 then you shall say to your son, ‘We were slaves to 
Pharaoh in Egypt, and the Lord brought us from Egypt 
with a mighty hand.
22 ‘Moreover, the Lord showed great and distressing 
signs and wonders before our eyes against Egypt, 
Pharaoh and all his household;
23 He brought us out from there in order to bring us in, 
to give us the land which He had sworn to our fathers.’
24 “So the Lord commanded us to observe all these 
statutes, to fear the Lord our God for our good always 
and for our survival, as it is today.
25“It will be righteousness for us if we are careful to 
observe all this commandment before the Lord our God, 
just as He commanded us.

We are to give personal testimony to the difference God 
made in us.  
—How He freed us from bondage into freedom.   
——It is important to speak of our beliefs, behaviors, 
and of our personal experience of God.  
———We should never run out of our person 
experience of God because we should be experiencing 
Him each and everyday.  
————We should not be formal and impersonal in the 
expression of our faith. 

Now Some of you are thinking, “I don’t have young 
children anymore, or I don’t have children.”  
—We still need to do all these things that Deut. 6 spells 
out: Love God  with all your heart and might, write God’s 
word on your heart and not just your head, teach God’s 
word in your home, teach God’s word at lunch at work, 
when your on your walks, and bind God’s word on your 
life.
——Because guess what non-believers are sensitive to 
inconsistency too.   
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