
Continuous Apostasy
Scripture:
Announcements: Church Council Meeting the 
10th, Evangelism Training June 24th. 

Scripture Reading:  

Passage Begins 
13. So they forsook the Lord and served Baal 
and the Ashtaroth.

Israel untrained and undisciplined went after the 
gods of the land.  
—This generation that forgot God and what He had 
done for them in their history and committed 
themselves to other gods.  
——Baal is a term used in the ancient world for lord, 
mater, owner, and husband.   
———Baal occurs shows up as a divine title more 
that 70 times in the Old Testament.  
————It usually refers to the weather god of the 
Canaanite mythology.  
—————Baal was one of the seventy children 
from other gods.   
——————Baal was the one who they said 
blessed the fertility of the land.  
Astarte was also worshipped.  
—She was the goddess of love and war.  Or 
probably more appropriate the goddess of pleasure.  
——Astarte would sometime appear as  Baal’s 
spouse.  
———Baal was represented by an upright stone and 
Astarte was portrayed by carved female figurines, 
that were; for lack of a better way to say this—
voluptuous.   

Israel left God for these new gods of this land.   
—Israel served these gods, abandoned Yahweh, 
walked after these other gods, they paid homage to 
the other gods.  
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14. The anger of the Lord burned against Israel, 
and He gave them into the hands of plunderers 
who plundered them; and He sold them into the 
hands of their enemies around them, so that they 
could no longer stand before their enemies.
15. Wherever they went, the hand of the Lord 
was against them for evil, as the Lord had 
spoken and as the Lord had sworn to them, so 
that they were severely distressed.

No wonder God’s anger burned.  
—The nation that was God’s and He loved, 
protected, and provided for exchanged Him.  
——Israel had not lived up to their part of the 
covenant.   
———READ:  Jeremiah 2:9 (NAS): Therefore I will 
yet contend with you,” declares the Lord, “And with 
your sons’ sons I will contend.
————We need to understand that anger is not 
alway the opposite of love.  It can be the out word 
display of it.   

 God is a passionate God and cannot stand by and 
watch as His people deceive themselves.  
—Nor is He passively going to accept His creation to 
deny Him and pursue fact gods.  
——So as a result of their rebellion God allows the 
true colors of the people that Israel accepted instead 
of God to show through.  
———God was not going to do what He had been 
doing all along for Israel until they realized that they 
needed Him.  
 ————Not only would God not help Israel but God 
would actually against Israel.  
—————We have to see that these enemies are 
the people of the gods that Israel choose over the 
True God.  Their idolatry leads to slavery.   
——————READ:  Galatians 4:8 (NAS): 
However at that time, when you did not know God, 
you were slaves to those which by nature are no 
gods.  
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I think it becomes very easy to look at the people 
here in Judges and wonder why they turned from 
God so easily.  
—I believe if we are honest with ourselves it is just 
as easy to start Worshiping other things besides 
God.  
——READ:  Galatians 4:9 (NAS): But now that you 
have come to know God, or rather to be known by 
God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak 
and worthless elemental things, to which you desire 
to be enslaved all over again?
———It become very easy to think that everyone 
else needs to here this message but we are sitting in 
opposition to God.  
————As believers in Christ we need to have a 
humility about us, a understanding of our self 
deception, an awareness of our self glorification, and 
total reliance on God.  
—————In our success we need to point to God.  
 

16. Then the Lord raised up judges who 
delivered them from the hands of those who 
plundered them.
17. Yet they did not listen to their judges, for they 
played the harlot after other gods and bowed 
themselves down to them. They turned aside 
quickly from the way in which their fathers had 
walked in obeying the commandments of the 
Lord; they did not do as their fathers.

God’s response to the cries of His people.  
—God provides them with Judges to rescue them 
from the hands of their oppressors.  
——God in is mercy and love for His people 
provides relief for them.    
———He brings up leaders to provide relief even 
though they do not deserve relief.  
————God does this simply out of compassion.  
—————God does this for us today too.   
——————READ:  Romans 5:10 (NAS): For if 
while we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
through the death of His Son, much more, having 
been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
——————READ:  Romans 5:6–8 (NAS): For 
while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ 
died for the ungodly.
 7  For one will hardly die for a righteous man; 
though perhaps for the good man someone would 
dare even to die.
 8  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in 
that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
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But the Judges leadership was not lasting.  
—The people responded by refusing to listen to the 
Judges and if they did they quickly abandoned 
everything after the Judged died.  
 ——Israel is told after the golden calf incident in 
Exodus 34 to guard themselves from covenants with 
the inhabitants of the land.   
———Why?  Because God knew in Exodus that 
Israel would prostitute themselves to the gods of 
these foreign people.  
————READ:  Exodus 34:11–16 (NAS):  “Be 
sure to observe what I am commanding you this day: 
behold, I am going to drive out the Amorite before 
you, and the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the 
Hivite and the Jebusite.
 12  “Watch yourself that you make no covenant with 
the inhabitants of the land into which you are going, 
or it will become a snare in your midst.
 13  “But rather, you are to tear down their altars and 
smash their sacred pillars and cut down their 
Asherim
 14  —for you shall not worship any other god, for 
the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God—
 15  otherwise you might make a covenant with the 
inhabitants of the land and they would play the harlot 
with their gods and sacrifice to their gods, and 
someone might invite you to eat of his sacrifice,
 16  and you might take some of his daughters for 
your sons, and his daughters might play the harlot 
with their gods and cause your sons also to play the 
harlot with their gods.
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Playing the Harlot is so appropriate language to 
describe what Israel has done.
—God’s covenant with Israel is often portrayed in 
martial terms.  
——Israel walks out and cheats on the God of the 
universe.  
—The god’s competing with Yahweh, the one true 
God, are fertility gods who seduce the Israelites with 
promise of prosperity and security.  .
——The Canaanite gods offered exciting and often 
erotic cult rituals.  
———Israel has come into a intense relationship 
with these idols.  
————These idols don’ care about Israel but Israel 
is vulnerable to them.   

What does this means fo us today?  God wants us to 
know Him and love Him as we would love and know 
our spouses in a perfect biblical marriage.  This 
involves deep intimate selfless love.    
—————READ:  James 4:8 (NAS): Draw near to 
God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your 
hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded.
 

18. When the Lord raised up judges for them, the 
Lord was with the judge and delivered them from 
the hand of their enemies all the days of the 
judge; for the Lord was moved to pity by their 
groaning because of those who oppressed and 
afflicted them.
19. But it came about when the judge died, that 
they would turn back and act more corruptly 
than their fathers, in following other gods to 
serve them and bow down to them; they did not 
abandon their practices or their stubborn ways.

God moved by pity.  God’s motivation is to relieve 
the people from oppression.  
—As Tim Keller wrote, “Essentially, in each area of 
their lives, and throughout their lives, every Israelite 
had to choose whether to follow, serve and obey. 
The gods of the nations around them, Or the Judge 
God had sent.  They had to choose where to look for 
salvation—to the Judge of God raised up to save 
them or a false god.”
——Guess what we are face with a very similar 
decision every moment of our life’s as well.   
———Are we going to choose Jesus and serve Him 
and obey Him?  Are we going not follow the one God 
sent to be the salvation for anyone who would truly 
believe?  
————Or are we going to follow anything else?  
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God sends pity because the peoples hearts are 
breaking and He cares about them even though they 
turned to serve false gods.  
—These false gods, the gods of the Canaanites, 
don’t have any compassion like God does. 
——God’s provision of Judges would provide 
temporary relief from oppression.  
———But the Israelites are the ones that put the 
chains of oppression back on.  
————They should be overwhelmed with 
thanksgiving and praise for God but as soon as the 
Judge would die they would return to their old ways.  
 
—————Read:  1 Peter 5:6–7 (NAS): Therefore 
humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, 
that He may exalt you at the proper time,
 7  casting all your anxiety on Him, because He 
cares for you.

Israel’s spiritual life was not just a total abandon of 
God but they just tacked Him on with the other gods.  
—The worshiped the god of business, the god of 
love, the god of war, the god of music, and why not 
add the God of Israel to the mix.  
——READ: Isaiah 44:6 (NAS): Thus says the Lord, 
the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of 
hosts:‘I am the first and I am the last, And there is no 
—God besides Me.
———Yet Israel refused to let go of their 
stubbornness, their impure actions, and their idols.   
————Israel is spiraling downward in to a worse 
and worse condition.  
—————Daniel Block wrote this, “The 
rules(Judges).... they plugged the holes with their 
fingers.  As soon as the finger was removed, the 
water gushed through with increasing force.”  
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20. So the anger of the Lord burned against 
Israel, and He said, “Because this nation has 
transgressed My covenant which I commanded 
their fathers and has not listened to My voice,
21. I also will no longer drive out before them any 
of the nations which Joshua left when he died,
22. in order to test Israel by them, whether they 
will keep the way of the Lord to walk in it as their 
fathers did, or not.”
23. So the Lord allowed those nations to remain, 
not driving them out quickly; and He did not give 
them into the hand of Joshua.

 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. 
(1995). (Jdg 2:1–23). La Habra, CA: The Lockman 
Foundation.

The promise land was supposed to be a place where 
God’s name is made great.  
—It was supposed to be a place were God’s alone 
was worshipped.  
——The Israelites asked God to Co-exist in His land 
and share His people with fake false gods.   
———The question has to come do we share our 
hearts with other gods?  
————Are we asking God to Co-exist in our 
hearts?  
—————How do we know?   
——————We need to identify these false gods 
that are around us.  
——————We need to look honestly at each area 
of our lives.  
———————Ask if we are willing to do whatever 
God says in these areas of our lives?  
———————Or are we willing to accept whatever 
God sends in these areas of our lives?

The conquest of the promise land was unfinished.   
—Is the conquest of our hearts and lives unfinished?
——Israel is going to be tested.  Their devotion to 
God is going to be test.  ———Your devotion to God 
will be tested as well.  Everyday.   

Lastly, God calls attention to the fact that Israel does 
not listen to His voice.  
—Are we going to listen to God’s voice?  
——Are we going to make the life changes we need 
to make?  
———Are we going too bold enough to share the 
gospel?
————Are we going to love our children and the 
younger generation enough to disciple them?  
 
Most importantly, are you going to have a passion 
for your relationship with Christ that is unbreakable?  
Is the only way you function right when you are 
walking in a relationship with God?  
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