
Called Out

Scripture: Judges 2:1-5
Announcements:

Scripture Reading: Romans 3:19-31 

Passage Begins 

1. Now the angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to 
Bochim. And he said, “I brought you up out of Egypt 
and led you into the land which I have sworn to your 
fathers; and I said, ‘I will never break My covenant 
with you, 
2. and as for you, you shall make no covenant with 
the inhabitants of this land; you shall tear down their 
altars.’ But you have not obeyed Me; what is this you 
have done?

Chapter 1 of Judges has given us the facts.  Israel was 
half obedient at best.  
—Chapter 2 here is heaven’s explanation of what Israel 
was doing and has become.  
——An angel of the Lord came to speak to Israel.   
———This angel is described as a messenger and 
God’s official spokesman.  
————The route the angel takes is important.  
—————Gilgal in Joshua 5 is where the Israelites 
made a covenant with God.  This was the place that God 
forgave Israel’s sin, bound them to Him, made them His 
people, and He entered into a covenant relationship with 
them.  ——————This is interesting because at Gilgal 
an angel of the Lord told Joshua that the whole of 
Canaan was given into Israel’s hands.  
———————This angel came to tell them that the 
very covenant that they made at Gilgal they had broken.  

God reveals His disappointment with Israel.  
—God made a covenant with Israel and this covenant is 
between God who is superior King and Israel the inferior 
other party.  
——God is the divine King that has graciously invited 
Israel to become His covenant partner.   
———READ: Lev. 26:12, “’I will also walk among you 
and be your God, and you shall be My people.
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In all of God’s actions towards Israel to this point had 
been acts of grace.  
—The initiative was all God and the privilege of being 
benefactors of all that God was doing was all Israel’s.  
——Any request God made they should have received 
in joy because God had done amazing things for them 
so far.   
———The angel of the Lord calls Israel’s attention to 2 
commands.  
————The first is not to make covenants with the 
people living in the land. 
————The second is to destroy all pagan cult status, 
symbols, or existence in the land.  
—————READ:  Exod. 34:11-16, ““Be sure to 
observe what I am commanding you this day: behold, I 
am going to drive out the Amorite before you, and the 
Canaanite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite and the 
Jebusite.
12 “Watch yourself that you make no covenant with the 
inhabitants of the land into which you are going, or it will 
become a snare in your midst.
 13 “But rather, you are to tear down their altars and 
smash their sacred pillars and cut down their bAsherim
14 —for you shall not worship any other god, for the 
Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God—
 15 otherwise you might make a covenant with the 
inhabitants of the land and they would play the harlot 
with their gods and sacrifice to their gods, and someone 
might invite you to eat of his sacrifice,
 16 and you might take some of his daughters for your 
sons, and his daughters might play the harlot with their 
gods and cause your sons also to play the harlot with 
their gods.

Making covenants and leaving the idols of the land will 
lead to covenants with these false gods.   
—In violating these commands they defying the reveal 
will of God.  The angel asks them to reflect on what they 
have done.  
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What does this mean for us today?  
—God wanted to be Lord of Israel’s lives.  He wanted 
every area of their lives to be fully dedicated to Him.  
——God wants to be Lord of your life.  He wants every 
area of our lives to be fully dedicated to Him.   
———When we don’t hand over every area of our lives 
we are basically saying to God that we are going to 
allow other gods to rule us as well.  We are going to 
allow our idols to live in us just like Israel allowed the 
Canaanites to live amongst them with their idols.  
————Tim Keller wrote, “Ultimately, either all of our 
life is given to God in grateful, loving obedience; or none 
is.   

See we often tell God that we want to do that but we 
can’t.  God I want to hand over all of me but I can’t 
because……..
—What God hears when we say that we can’t give Him 
our everything is that we won’t.   
——It is not that we can’t it is that we won’t.  Any sin, 
struggle, temptation, or anything can be changed with 
the God of the universe helping you.  
———So when we say we can’t we are basically telling 
God that, we don’t think He is strong enough or that we 
won’t go to Him for healing or that we won’t change 
because ultimately that sin, struggle, temptation, or 
whatever is more important to us that God is.  
 
 God is faithful every time.  EVERY TIME!!!!!!!  Despite 
our failings but God will also work to remove our self-
deception about our motive and actions.  
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3. “Therefore I also said, ‘I will not drive them out 
before you; but they will become as thorns in your 
sides and their gods will be a snare to you.’ ”

God has just basically said to Israel you have disobeyed 
me.  
—This is revealing about idolatry.  Idolatry is making 
something God has created as good and turning it into 
our source of security, identity, and power.  
——False gods are thorns in our sides.   
———When we make something into an idol, it will 
continually make us miserable.
————False gods are thorns but they also are snares 
or traps.  
—————When we accept a false god it enslaves us.  
We have to have it, we can not say no to it.   
——————READ: 1 Cor. 10:20-22, “No, but I say that 
the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to 
demons and not to God; and I do not want you to 
become sharers in demons.
21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of 
demons; you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and 
the table of demons.
22 Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? We are not 
stronger than He, are we?
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So God offers them a reminder of what will come to 
them if they don’t follow Him and His will.  
—God warns them of 2 things: 
——He will stop acting on the Israelites behalf.  He will 
stop driving out the Canaanites for them.  
——And he will allow the Canaanites and their gods to 
have their way with Israel.  
———READ: Josh. 23:8-13, ““But you are to cling to 
the Lord your God, as you have done to this day.
9 “For the Lord has driven out great and strong nations 
from before you; and as for you, no man has stood 
before you to this day.
10 “One of your men puts to flight a thousand, for the 
Lord your God is He who fights for you, just as He 
promised you.
11 “So take diligent heed to yourselves to love the Lord 
your God.
12 “For if you ever go back and cling to the rest of these 
nations, these which remain among you, and intermarry 
with them, so that you associate with them and they with 
you,
13 know with certainty that the Lord your God will not 
continue to drive these nations out from before you; but 
they will be a snare and a trap to you, and a whip on 
your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from 
off this good land which the Lord your God has given 
you.

 
The Israelites saw the prosperity of the Canaanites.
—As Daniel Block wrote this about Israel looking at the 
Canaanite gods, “(they) seemed to offer so much: 
fertility, prosperity, security.”   
——So we see Israel add these gods to their beliefs like 
we would add toppings to a hamburger.   
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Once again we have to ask, “what does this mean for us 
today?”  
—If your prosperity, fertility, security, strength, worth, 
confidence, or anything is not in or from God then you 
might have an idol issue.  
——READ: Ps. 73:25-26, “Whom have I in heaven but 
You? And besides You, I desire nothing on earth.
26 My flesh and my heart may fail, But God is the 
strength of my heart and my portion forever.
——READ: Ps. 54:4, “Behold, God is my helper; The 
Lord is the sustainer of my soul.
——READ: Job 38:34, ““Can you lift up your voice to 
the clouds, So that an abundance of water will cover 
you?
35“Can you send forth lightnings that they may go And 
say to you, ‘Here we are’?
36 “Who has put wisdom in the innermost being Or 
given understanding to the mind?
37 “Who can count the clouds by wisdom, Or tip the 
water jars of the heavens,
38 When the dust hardens into a mass And the clods 
stick together?
39 “Can you hunt the prey for the lion, Or satisfy the 
appetite of the young lions,
40 When they crouch in their dens And lie in wait in their 
lair?
41 “Who prepares for the raven its nourishment When 
its young cry to God And wander about without food?

4. When the angel of the Lord spoke these words to 
all the sons of Israel, the people lifted up their 
voices and wept.
5. So they named that place Bochim; and there they 
sacrificed to the Lord.

The people’s responds to the speech of the divine 
messenger is dramatic.  
—The people responded by weeping and offering 
sacrifices.  
——This seems to be genuine repentance.  They seem 
to acknowledge that they have fallen short of the 
covenant.   
———But we as readers will soon be disappointed to 
learn this will be the last time they will respond this way 
in the book of Judges.  
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See there is a tension building in the beginning of 
Judges.  
—In verse 1 God tells Israel that He will not break His 
covenant.  
—But God has also said if you do not obey what I have 
asked you.  You break the covenant and I will not drive 
out these nations.   
——Tim Keller says it like this, “It is as though the Lord 
is saying, ‘I have sworn to give you the whole of this 
land, yet I have also sworn not to give it to a disobedient 
people.”  
———God even goes so far as to ask Israel in verse 2, 
“why have you done this?”
————God’s people have put Him in the difficult 
position.  God is Holy and just and He will not tolerate, 
live, or bless evil, sin, or disobedience.  
—————God is also loving and faithful and can not 
tolerate the loss of people He has committed to.  
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This tension will continue through out the book of 
Judges and continue until the tension is broken on the 
cross.  
—God is able to resolve the tension through Jesus His 
Son going to the cross.  
——The cross is were we are able to live lives of 
forgiven, obedient children of God despite living sinful, 
disobedient live.   
———READ: Rom. 3:21-26, “But now apart from the 
Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, 
being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,
22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ for all those who believe; for there is no 
distinction;
23 for all ahave sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the 
redemption which is in Christ Jesus;
25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation bin His 
blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His 
righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He 
passed over the sins previously committed;
26 for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at 
the present time, so that He would be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
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