
They Did Not Drive Them Out

Scripture:
Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Heb. 11:1-12

Passage Begins 

So here we are our first sermon in Judges.  But before 
we get started I want to give us some background 
information.  
—First why do we study the Old Testament as New 
Testament believers?  
——The Old Testament provides us with:  direction, 
God’s instruction, God’s word, equips God’s servants, 
points to Jesus Christ, and background information to 
the New Testament.   
———The New Testament when it refers to “scripture” it 
is referring to the Old Testament.  
So what about Judges?  What is the background 
information that we need to know?  
—First off the book of Judges is Historical Narrative.  
—Second the book of Judges contains different types of 
writing.  It contains poetry, riddles, and narrative history.   
 
—Third, the author is unknown.  Many assume Samual 
the prophet wrote it.    
—Fourth, it was written 1086-1004 B.C.  
 
So Judges takes place immediately after the book of 
Joshua we actually here or Joshua’s death in the first 
verse.  
—So Israel had come into the promise land.  Defeated 
key enemies.  
—They then divide the land up and Judges picks up in 
Israel different tribes  trying to take the land which was 
given to them.  
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1 Now it came about after the death of Joshua that 
the sons of Israel inquired of the Lord, saying, “Who 
shall go up first for us against the Canaanites, to 
fight against them?”
2 The Lord said, “Judah shall go up; behold, I have 
given the land into his hand.”

So Joshua had died and there had not been a clear 
successor like there was with Moses and with Joshua. 
—READ: Num. 27:18-19, “So the Lord said to Moses, 
“Take Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the 
Spirit, and lay your hand on him;
19and have him stand before Eleazar the priest and 
before all the congregation, and commission him in their 
sight.
—Israel had gotten use to following a leader and now 
that Joshua was gone who was going to lead?  Mores 
specifically they ask who is going to lead us in battle?  
——When leader died it always seen to cause some 
sort of political crisis.  
——But God was and has always been the leader of 
Israel.  If Moses was delivering the message or if it was 
Joshua, God was leading them giving them the plan and 
the things to say.   
———God all along was the one who was defeating and 
the commander and chief of Israel.  
————READ: 2 Sam. 5:19, “Then David inquired of 
the Lord, saying, “Shall I go up against the Philistines? 
Will You give them into my hand?” And the Lord said to 
David, “Go up, for I will certainly give the Philistines into 
your hand.”
—————Here David is asking God what to do 
militarily.  So we see God guided Joshua through 
Jericho, the Judges guided through battle, and many of 
Israel’s kings as well.    
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God answers them by telling them Judah will.  
—God gives them direction which is exciting as Israel 
has to come into the land that God gave them and claim 
what God has reserved for them.  
——This is such a hopeful promising beginning to the 
book.   
———Israel being the sensitive to the will of God.  They 
may have not recognized God as the leader of every 
battle they have ever won but they seemed to want to 
follow God’s will.  
————But as we get into the book further you will see 
how this is not the reality of Israel actions and behaviors.  
—————Israel at this point is faithful but flawed.  The 
foundation is being laid to fall apart.   

3 Then Judah said to Simeon his brother, “Come up 
with me into the territory allotted me, that we may 
fight against the Canaanites; and I in turn will go 
with you into the territory allotted you.” So Simeon 
went with him.
4 Judah went up, and the Lord gave the Canaanites 
and the Perizzites into their hands, and they 
defeated ten thousand men at Bezek.

Right here Judah fails.  
—This makes common sense militarily but it is faithless.  
——God’s word was “Judah is to go.”  Judah does not 
fully obey they go but not alone.  There discipleship is 
half-way.   
———Notice the success that Judah had is credited to 
God.  “The Lord gave the Canaaites.”  
————The number 10,000 is often used in the Old 
Testament days as a innumerable number of solders 
defeated.  So weather it was 10,000 or innumerable God 
was the one with the victory.   

5 They found Adoni-bezek in Bezek and fought 
against him, and they defeated the Canaanites and 
the Perizzites.
6 But Adoni-bezek fled; and they pursued him and 
caught him and cut off his thumbs and big toes.
7 Adoni-bezek said, “Seventy kings with their 
thumbs and their big toes cut off used to gather up 
scraps under my table; as I have done, so God has 
repaid me.” So they brought him to Jerusalem and 
he died there.

So Judah a tribe of Israel defeated these people they 
went up against by the power of God and then…..
—This is Lord Bezek a governor or a mayor of the city.  
——They found him and he fled but they caught him and 
tortured him.   
———They cut off his big toes and thumbs.  This 
mutilation was to prevent him from ever fighting again.  
————This would incapacitate him and humiliate him.  
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What is the problem with the punishment they give to 
Bezek?  
—It was gross but it was also not an Israelite thing to do.  
——First God told Israel on several occasions not to 
allow the Canaanites to live.   
———READ: Duet. 20:17, “But you shall utterly destroy 
them, the Hittite and the Amorite, the Canaanite and the 
Perizzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite, as the Lord your 
God has commanded you,
————Why did God tell them to utterly destroy them?  
—————READ: Deut. 20:18, “so that they may not 
teach you to do according to all their detestable things 
which they have done for their gods, so that you would 
sin against the Lord your God.
——So cutting off the big toes and thumbs was a 
Canaanite practice.  
———Here Israel has done exactly what God told them 
not to do, let these people’s culture impact Israel’s.  
————Instead of doing what God had commanded 
them to do on several occasion they accepted the 
ethical guidance of the Canaanites.  
—————So we see once again Israel obedience is 
only half obedience and they are allowing the culture of 
the other people affect their behaviors.   

8 Then the sons of Judah fought against Jerusalem 
and captured it and struck it with the edge of the 
sword and set the city on fire.
9 Afterward the sons of Judah went down to fight 
against the Canaanites living in the hill country and 
in the Negev and in the lowland.
10 So Judah went against the Canaanites who lived 
in Hebron (now the name of Hebron formerly was 
Kiriath-arba(Kir-i-ith Are-ba)); and they struck 
Sheshai(she-she-eye) and Ahiman(a-high-men) and 
Talmai(tel-me-a).

Jerusalem was an old city even by the time Israel 
arrived.
—Jerusalem existed at least since 3,000B.C.  
——Here Israel did follow the instruction to totally 
slaughter and destroy the city and it’s people.  Once 
again to protect Israel from their invasive culture 
corrupting Israel.  
———The Israelites then moved to their next locations 
of Canaanites to remove from the land that God had 
given them.    
————It is important to note that these people could 
have left the land and not been destroyed.  But they 
remained in the land that God gave Israel and could not 
comprise Israel.  
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11 Then from there he went against the inhabitants 
of Debir(De-beer) (now the name of Debir formerly 
was Kiriath-sepher(Kir-i-ith seff-er)).
12 And Caleb said, “The one who attacks Kiriath-
sepher and captures it, I will even give him my 
daughter Achsah(ash-aa) for a wife.”
13 Othniel(oth-neal) the son of Kenaz(can-ezz), 
Caleb’s younger brother, captured it; so he gave him 
his daughter Achsah(ash-aa) for a wife.
14 Then it came about when she came to him, that 
she persuaded him to ask her father for a field. Then 
she alighted from her donkey, and Caleb said to her, 
“What do you want?”
15 She said to him, “Give me a blessing, since you 
have given me the land of the Negev, give me also 
springs of water.” So Caleb gave her the upper 
springs and the lower springs.

Here the writer takes a moment to focus on a specific 
family in the tribe of Judah.  
—Caleb had been given territory around Hebron by 
Joshua.  
—READ: Josh. 14:13-14, “So Joshua blessed him and 
gave Hebron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh for an 
inheritance.
14Therefore, Hebron became the inheritance of Caleb 
the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite until this day, 
because he followed the Lord God of Israel fully.
——Caleb offers His daughter as reward for anyone who 
would captured the neighboring city.  
———This is where it gets kind of weird.  His close 
relative Othniel captures the city.
————As modern readers we are finding this whole 
thing a bit weird.   
—————Caleb’s treatment of his daughter might be 
offensive and what about giving his daughter to a close 
relative?  

We need to understand that this was not today standard.  
—This would have been an honor to Calab’s daughter to 
be given in marriage to such a warrior.  
——Also, they were not up on today’s understanding of 
the gene pool.   
———Some commentators would argue that “brother” 
meant a military pier.  
————By offering his daughter as a reward, he not 
only expresses him commitment to the agenda but also 
ensures a noble husband for her.  
 

Notice her protest is not the marriage but the land her 
father gave to her husband.  
—Why did the author put this in here between the 
different conquests?  
——This little story shows that everyone in the story 
were bold.  They acted in obedience.  They acted 
creatively and respectfully in the environment they were 
it.   
———The author puts this here as a contrast from what 
Israel was doing or going to do.  
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16 The descendants of the Kenite, Moses’ father-in-
law, went up from the city of palms with the sons of 
Judah, to the wilderness of Judah which is in the 
south of Arad(air-ad); and they went and lived with 
the people.

What did they do?  
—They lived with the people who lived there.  
——Not only did they not take out the inhabitance that 
lived there but they went and lived with them.   
———The compromised the commandment of God.  

17 Then Judah went with Simeon his brother, and 
they struck the Canaanites living in Zephath, and 
utterly destroyed it. So the name of the city was 
called Hormah(hor-ma).
18 And Judah took Gaza with its territory and 
Ashkelon(ash-ka-lon) with its territory and Ekron(ek-
ron) with its territory.
19 Now the Lord was with Judah, and they took 
possession of the hill country; but they could not 
drive out the inhabitants of the valley because they 
had iron chariots.

The destroyed and God was with them.  
—The obeyed what God told them to do and they 
destroyed utterly destroyed the people.  They had 
several successes right in a row.  
——They were on a role taking the land that God had 
given them.   
———Then we are stuck with them not being able to 
remove the people in the valley because they had 
chariots.  
————Was the technology they had to powerful for 
God?  
—————No.  Judah some how did not trust the 
strength of God.  They measured their own strength 
against their enemies.   
——————Once again we see they have common 
sense but it was faithless.  
It does not say they fought against them but were not 
militarily strong enough.  
—It says they could not drive them out because of their 
chariots.  God could have driven them out no matter 
what they had.  So if God was not the problem who is?  
——Judah true colors come out here.  They don’t trust 
God.  The don’t know that God is on their side.   
———They allow these Canaanites to live among them.  
Compromising what God had instructed them.   
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See it is not our lack of strength that prevent us from 
enjoying God’s blessing.  
—It is not our lack of strength that prevents us from 
obeying God.  
——It is our lack of faith in His strength.   
———We in this world love to rely on ourselves, and 
base our relationship with God one our own 
understanding of it instead of simply obeying.  
————We find ourselves making decisions like Israel 
here.  “I can handle this so I will do it.”  “I understand this 
so I will accept it.”    
—————READ: Heb. 11:1, “1Now faith is the 
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 
not seen.”
—————Faith is not us understanding or being able to 
take care of things on our own.  Faith is realizing that 
God has blessed us with more than we could ever 
deserve because we can’t take care of things or 
understand them.  
—————READ: Heb. 11:6, “And without faith it is 
impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God 
must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of 
those who seek Him.
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See Israel had great strength.  They no longer had to be 
desperate for God.
—They could handle things on their own.  When we get 
to this mental state we are in trouble.  
——We need to be desperate for God.  Every moment 
of everyday we are desperate for God weather we want 
to admit it or not.   
———READ: Ps. 142:5-6, “I cried out to You, O Lord; I 
said, “You are my refuge, My portion in the land of the 
living.
6 “Give heed to my cry, For I am brought very low; 
Deliver me from my persecutors, For they are too strong 
for me.
———READ: Ps. 63:1-2, "O God, You are my God; I 
shall seek You earnestly; My soul thirsts for You, my 
flesh yearns for You, In a dry and weary land where 
there is no water.
2 Thus I have seen You in the sanctuary, To see Your 
power and Your glory.
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20 Then they gave Hebron to Caleb, as Moses had 
promised; and he drove out from there the three 
sons of Anak.
21 But the sons of Benjamin did not drive out the 
Jebusites who lived in Jerusalem; so the Jebusites 
have lived with the sons of Benjamin in Jerusalem to 
this day.
22 Likewise the house of Joseph went up against 
Bethel, and the Lord was with them.
23 The house of Joseph spied out Bethel (now the 
name of the city was formerly Luz).
24 The spies saw a man coming out of the city and 
they said to him, “Please show us the entrance to 
the city and we will treat you kindly.”
25 So he showed them the entrance to the city, and 
they struck the city with the edge of the sword, but 
they let the man and all his family go free.
26 The man went into the land of the Hittites and 
built a city and named it Luz which is its name to 
this day.
27 But Manasseh did not take possession of Beth-
shean and its villages, or Taanach and its villages, or 
the inhabitants of Dor and its villages, or the 
inhabitants of Ibleam and its villages, or the 
inhabitants of Megiddo and its villages; so the 
Canaanites persisted in living in that land.
28 It came about when Israel became strong, that 
they put the Canaanites to forced labor, but they did 
not drive them out completely.
29 Ephraim did not drive out the Canaanites who 
were living in Gezer; so the Canaanites lived in 
Gezer among them.
30 Zebulun did not drive out the inhabitants of 
Kitron, or the inhabitants of Nahalol; so the 
Canaanites lived among them and became subject 
to forced labor.
31 Asher did not drive out the inhabitants of Acco, or 
the inhabitants of Sidon, or of Ahlab, or of Achzib, or 
of Helbah, or of Aphik, or of Rehob.
32 So the Asherites lived among the Canaanites, the 
inhabitants of the land; for they did not drive them 
out.
33 Naphtali did not drive out the inhabitants of Beth-
shemesh, or the inhabitants of Beth-anath, but lived 

The key words from this point on in the passage 
become, “did not drive out.”
—I could preach the rest of these verses but what really 
needs to be pulled from Chapter 1 is that fact that when 
we don’t fully trust God and obey Him we try to do things 
on our own.  
——When our faith in God fails we like the Israelites 
here accept culture, beliefs, and behaviors that are not 
acceptable to God.   
———If not corrected, we will accept idols of some sort 
and like here in Judges those idols are undermining 
faith, obedience, and trust in God.  
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