
Hot Mess
Scripture: Judges 15:9-20

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Phil. 2:3-11

Passage Begins So, last week Samson was mad because his should have 
been father-in-law gave his should have been wife to 
someone else.  
—So, he tied foxes tales together and tied a torch to the 
tales and had them run through the fields of the Philistines.  
——Then the Philistines killed his would have been wife and 
father-in-law so Samson went and killed many of the 
Philistines.   
———In all of these exchanges there is not forgiveness but 
violence turning up and retaliation after retaliation.  
————Each action on either side prompts a reaction and 
they continue to ramp up the reactions.  This is a cycle that 
will continue through out Samson’s life.  
 

9 Then the Philistines went up and camped in Judah, 
and spread out in Lehi.

10 The men of Judah said, “Why have you come up 
against us?” And they said, “We have come up to bind 
Samson in order to do to him as he did to us.”

11 Then 3,000 men of Judah went down to the cleft of the 
rock of Etam and said to Samson, “Do you not know 
that the Philistines are rulers over us? What then is 
this that you have done to us?” And he said to them, 
“As they did to me, so I have done to them.”

12 They said to him, “We have come down to bind you so 
that we may give you into the hands of the Philistines.” 
And Samson said to them, “Swear to me that you will 
not kill me.”

13 So they said to him, “No, but we will bind you fast and 
give you into their hands; yet surely we will not kill 
you.” Then they bound him with two new ropes and 
brought him up from the rock.

So the Philistines come to get revenge on Samson for killing 
a bunch of them.  
—The men of Judah were concerned about why the 
Philistines were come out against them.  
——Remember Israel was happy living with the Philistines 
and when the Philistines come out against them it threatens 
their way of life.   
———Samson was an Israelite and those in Judah were 
Israelites but when the Philistines come for Samson, his own 
people were quick to try and hand him over.  
————So Judah sends 3,000 men to get Samson and turn 
him over to the Philistines.  Obviously they had heard the 
stories.  
—————Then they question Samson about why he 
angered the Philistines who ruled over them.   
——————They were trying to save themselves.  Instead 
of rallying their troops and fight with Samson they rally their 
troops to hand Samson over.  
———————This is a biblical principle that we must take a 
moment to talk about.  
————————Idolatry and sin causes us to betray our 
own brothers and sisters in Christ.   

Scripture: Judges 15:9-20

�1

 



READ: Luke 22:55-61, “After they had kindled a fire in the 
middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter 
was sitting among them.
56 And a servant-girl, seeing him as he sat in the firelight 
and looking intently at him, said, “This man was with Him 
too.”
57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know Him.”
58 A little later, another saw him and said, “You are one of 
them too!” But Peter said, “Man, I am not!”
59 After about an hour had passed, another man began to 
insist, saying, “Certainly this man also was with Him, for he is 
a Galilean too.”
60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking 
about.” Immediately, while he was still speaking, a rooster 
crowed.
61 The Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter 
remembered the word of the Lord, how He had told him, 
“Before a rooster crows today, you will deny Me three times.”
—When Peter betrayed Jesus it was him trying to save 
himself.  
——When the Israelites betray Samson it was to try and 
save themself.  
———When we try to save ourselves we will betray others.  

Jesus is the only one who can save.  
—READ: Acts 4:10-12, “let it be known to all of you and to 
all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ the 
Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead—by this name this man stands here before you in good 
health.
11 “He is the stone which was rejected by you, the builders, 
but which became the chief corner stone.
12 “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other 
name under heaven that has been given among men by 
which we must be saved.”
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Samson lets them tie him up and be brought to their 
enemies.  
—These people may have the name of God’s people but 
they are not God’s people.  
——They would rather conform to the world.   
———We have people in churches all across the world who 
claim the name Christians but they are not.  
————They so easily sell out other Christians and alienate 
believers for actually standing on the inerrant word of God.  
—————READ: 1 Cor. 16:13-14, "Be on the alert, stand 
firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.  14 Let all that you 
do be done in love.
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  14 When he came to Lehi, the Philistines shouted as they 
met him. And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him 
mightily so that the ropes that were on his arms were 
as flax that is burned with fire, and his bonds dropped 
from his hands.

15 He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, so he reached 
out and took it and killed a thousand men with it.

16 Then Samson said,
“With the jawbone of a donkey,
Heaps upon heaps,
With the jawbone of a donkey
I have killed a thousand men.”

17 When he had finished speaking, he threw the jawbone 
from his hand; and he named that place Ramath-lehi.

18 Then he became very thirsty, and he called to the Lord 
and said, “You have given this great deliverance by the 
hand of Your servant, and now shall I die of thirst and 
fall into the hands of the uncircumcised?”

19 But God split the hollow place that is in Lehi so that 
water came out of it. When he drank, his strength 
returned and he revived. Therefore he named it En-
hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day.

20 So he judged Israel twenty years in the days of the 
Philistines.

Samson has really made the Philistines mad.
—At the sight of Samson they are shouting at him.  This 
must have been like a Jerry Springer show.  
——God’s Spirit once again empowers Samson and this 
time killing these people will be exactly what he should do 
with his power.   
———This is justified killing not murder like his last Spirit 
empowerment.  
————God is the one who removes Samson’s bonds and 
he goes crazy.  
—————But, he grabs a “fresh” jaw bone.   
——————This means that the jaw bone had not dried out 
and was not the most effective weapon.  Making the victory 
that much more miraculous.     
——————This also means that it was a corpse which 
Samson was not supposed to touch because of his Nazirite 
vow.  
 
Then in verse 16, he taunts them.  
—The taunt doesn’t make sense to us today but with a little 
biblical context what he is saying about the Philistines is:  
——They were beaten by him as easy as a tame donkey.   
———So the song goes more like this in the original langue:  
————With a jaw-bone of an ass, I have piled them in a 
mass.
—————Samson does not give God the credit, even when 
he names the place he give it, “the lifting up of the Jaw 
bone.”  
——————No credit to God and the victory God gave him.  
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All of a sudden he became super thirsty.   
—For the first time, Samson speaks to God.  
——When have not heard him speak to God in the entirety 
of the narrative so far.  
———His prayer is kind of not a good one.  
————It is not humble or faithful.  He is pretty much 
demanding God’s help.  
—————He really has no clue about how much God is 
taking care of him.  
——————Samson uses God’s mercy and grace 
whenever he wants but only depends on God when it 
becomes an extreme situation.  
———————Is this your Christian walk?  Do you use God 
and His gifts but do whatever you want with them? Is the 
only time you depend on God is when things get extreme?  
Do you only acknowledge God’s work in your life only when 
things get crazy?   
————————READ: Phil. 2:3-11, “Do nothing from 
selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard 
one another as more important than yourselves;
4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but 
also for the interests of others.
5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ 
Jesus,
6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not 
regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,
7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, 
and being made in the likeness of men.
8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.
9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and 
bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,
10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those 
who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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What does God do for Samson?  
—But God.  
——He should not have done what Samson asked.  But 
God.   
———Why did God give Samson a drink?  
————READ: Eph. 2:4, “But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of His great love with which He loved us,
—————He split a rock and gave Samson a drink  

It then tells us that Samson Judge 20 year.   
—The passage tells us nothing of peace and tells us he 
judged in the days of the Philistines.  So he never got the 
Philistines out of Israel.  
——He was not the leader like the earlier Judges.  He had 
not saved Israel.  
 

What is the lesson we can learn from Samson thus far?  
—The Bible is clear about the distinction between having the 
gifts of the Spirit of God and the production of fruit.   
——1 Cor. 12 and 14 tell us about the gifts the Spirit gives.  
These are abilities given for serving others.    
———But Gal 5:22-23 the fruit of the Spirit is characterized 
by qualities.  
————Paul tells us that it is possible to have skills(or gifts) 
and not have the qualities(the fruit) and that is worthless.  
—————READ: 1 Cor. 13:1-3, “If I speak with the tongues 
of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.
2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all 
knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.
3 And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I 
surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it 
profits me nothing.

We need to be watchful of this in our lives.   
—Tim Keller writes, “The gifts of the Holy Spirit can operate 
in us, even mightily, and we can be helping people and 
leading movements—yet our inner personal lives can still be 
a complete wreck.”   
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