
Sweet Sinful Honey
Scripture: Judges 14:5-9

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Rom. 6:12-16

Passage Begins So last week we looked at the key to understanding Samson 
and his life, and ministry.  
—It was verse 4 of chapter 14 as the author pulled back the 
curtain and showed that God was working and is work even 
though Samson is sinning.  
——So as we continue we need to focus on this.  That 
despite Samson and his massive flaws God’s purpose will be 
achieved.   
———Like I said last week this does not make Samson sin 
right.  Sin is never right or justified.  
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    5 Then Samson went down to Timnah with his father 
and mother, and came as far as the vineyards of 
Timnah; and behold, a young lion came roaring toward 
him.

6 The Spirit of the Lord came upon him mightily, so that 
he tore him as one tears a young goat though he had 
nothing in his hand; but he did not tell his father or 
mother what he had done.

So here come the craziness of Samson’s life.  
—He was on his way to take this women as his wife.  
——She was a Philistine and Samson is supposed to be 
delivering Israel from the Philistines and he is about to marry 
one.   
———Something odd happens.  
————He is heading down to get married and some how 
he gets separated from his parents and a young lion came 
towards him.  
—————Now in normal life if this happens, the story of 
Samson would be over, he would be eaten by a lion and 
Israel would need someone else to deliver them from the 
Philistines.   
——————BUT, this is not normal life.  God had chosen 
Samson to deliver Israel from the Philistines.

When God chooses you, He will not leave you.   
—READ: Deut. 31:8, “The Lord is the one who goes ahead 
of you; He will be with you. He will not fail you or forsake 
you. Do not fear or be dismayed.”
—READ: Matt. 28:19-20, ““Go therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and 
lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
—READ: John 10:27-29, “My sheep hear My voice, and I 
know them, and they follow Me;
28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; 
and no one will snatch them out of My hand.
29 “My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; 
and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.
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But we learn something else from Samson’s situation here.  
—God will use you to accomplish His purpose but He will not 
call you home until your work is done.  
——READ:  Ps. 139:13-16, “For You formed my inward 
parts; You wove me in my mother’s womb.
14 I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made; Wonderful are Your works, And my soul knows it very 
well.
15 My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in 
secret, And skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth;
16 Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in 
Your book were all written The days that were ordained for 
me, When as yet there was not one of them.

God knew you and He knows the work He has for you.  God 
wants your life to matter and He wants you to do the 
amazing work He has involved you in.  
—The only thing that will keep us from doing this amazing 
work for God is us.   
——See if God were a video game player he would play the 
classics.  
———You get one life to to do it all or minimal chances to 
beat the whole game.   

Scripture: Judges 14:5-9

�3



So what does Samson do when this young lion comes after 
him to eat him?  
—Of course what any of us would have done.  
——He ripped the lion a part with his bare hands.   
———Heck no.  I am running.  I know a lion is faster than 
me but there is that .00001% chance that it trips or 
something.  
————The key is that the Spirit of God came upon 
Samson.  
—————To this point Samson is good.  He really has done 
nothing wrong in tearing the lion a part. 
——————But it is what he does not do that shows us 
once again Samson’s heart.  

Samson took a nazarite vow which means he can not touch 
a dead body.   
—Well, he touched a dead body.  He made a dead body.  
——What Samson should have done was followed the 
Israelite customs and went to the temple to go though the 
cleansing process.  
———But Samson was not concerned about the vow he 
made to God, he was concerned about marrying his woman.  
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Samson’s priorities were off and ultimately it will lead to his 
death.  
—The same thing happens today to us.  
——One of the things I hear most often as a pastor is:  I 
don’t have time to do that.”   
———What is the problem with that statement: I don’t have 
time,?”
————We all have the same amount of time so we do hav 
the time to do whatever but the better response would be:  
“that is not a priority to me.”  
—————That is the problem with Samson is that, his 
priorities are off.  
——————He is focus on the wrong things.  

Are you focused on the wrong things?   
—Are your priorities off and you are hiding behind the, “I 
don’t have time,” excuse?  
——Are your priorities God’s priorities?  
———READ: Matt. 6:33,“But seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
———READ: Luke 12:34, “For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also.
———READ: Mark 8:36-37, “For what does it profit a man 
to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?
37 “For what will a man give in exchange for his soul?

7 So he went down and talked to the woman; and she 
looked good to Samson.

8 When he returned later to take her, he turned aside to 
look at the carcass of the lion; and behold, a swarm of 
bees and honey were in the body of the lion.

9 So he scraped the honey into his hands and went on, 
eating as he went. When he came to his father and 
mother, he gave some to them and they ate it; but he 
did not tell them that he had scraped the honey out of 
the body of the lion.

Verse 7 always makes me laugh. 
—What a guy move here.  He spoke to her and….. not it was 
a great conversation, or she was such an intellect, or she 
was funny.  No, he talked to her and she looked good to him. 
——I wonder if he heard anything she said?   
———Well after that, interaction Samson is heading back 
home and wants to swing by and check out his handy work.  
————In the carcass of the lion is swarm of bees who 
have made lots of good honey.  
—————Remember his vow?  Not supposed to touch a 
carcass.  What does he do?  Touches a carcass, again.   
——————Not only does he touch the carcass and make 
himself unclean again but he gets some honey for his 
parents and make them unclean without them knowing.   
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It become very easy to look at Samson and shake our heads 
at him.  
—The words I used as I was studying was: “figure it out!”  
——But then God decided to slap me in the face with my 
own words.   
———As one of my various sin struggles came my way and 
I failed miserably, in my head, in my own voice popped the 
words: “figure it out!”  
————It becomes so very easy to see the fault in Samson 
and shake our heads at him but if we are honest with 
ourselves we are probably just as bad.  
—————But we have this hope:   
——————READ: 1 Peter 2:21-25, “For you have been 
called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,
22 who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His 
mouth;
23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while 
suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself 
to Him who judges righteously;
24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His 
wounds you were healed.
25 For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you 
have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.

READ: Titus3:4-7, “But when the kindness of God our 
Savior and His love for mankind appeared,
5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have 
done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,
6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ 
our Savior,
7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

God wants us broke, sinful, and lost.  
—He will fix us, wash us clean, and lead us in the paths of 
righteousness.  
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