
Strongholds
Scripture:  Judges 14:10-15:8

Announcements:

Scripture Reading: 2 Cor. 10:3-6 

Passage Begins So last week we looked at how Samson’s priorities were off.  
—He was seeking his own good and what he wanted and 
totally forgetting about God’s plan.  
——But 2 weeks ago we saw how God can use our failing 
and He uses Samson’s failings to accomplish His will.   
———This doesn’t make it right for us to sin but even in our 
sin God’s purpose will be done.  

We left off with Samson tearing a lion apart and then eating 
the honey out of that lion making himself unclean and his 
parents unclean without them knowing it.   
—So let’s pick back up with the story of Samson.  

 10      Then his father went down to the woman; and 
Samson made a feast there, for the young men 
customarily did this.

11 When they saw him, they brought thirty companions to 
be with him.

12 Then Samson said to them, “Let me now propound a 
riddle to you; if you will indeed tell it to me within the 
seven days of the feast, and find it out, then I will give 
you thirty linen wraps and thirty changes of clothes.

13 “But if you are unable to tell me, then you shall give 
me thirty linen wraps and thirty changes of clothes.” 
And they said to him, “Propound your riddle, that we 
may hear it.”

14 So he said to them,
“Out of the eater came something to eat,
And out of the strong came something sweet.”

But they could not tell the riddle in three days.

So Samson has a party and at that party Samson make a 
bet with the guys that are there.  
—The riddle is about him.  It is about what happened in him 
killing the lion and the bees making the honey in the lion.  
——The only way that they would know this if they saw it.  
So Samson is making some easy money.   

This really seems out of place for him to do this or for the 
author to even put this in here but remember God’s plan and 
God’s will is that Samson will break the relationship between 
the Philistines and the Israelites.  
—Samson’s wager is a huge piece to the puzzle.   
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15 Then it came about on the fourth day that they said to 
Samson’s wife, “Entice your husband, so that he will 
tell us the riddle, or we will burn you and your father’s 
house with fire. Have you invited us to impoverish us? 
Is this not so?”

So now the guys are trying to figure out this riddle and can’t.  
—They can’t figure it out and they don’t want to loose their 
clothes.
——So they go to Samson’s soon to be wife and try to get 
her to trick Samson into giving her the answer and give them 
the answer.   
———So they threaten her and she falls for it.  
————Little does she know that her husband ripped a 
young lion apart and could very easily take care of these 
guys as well.  

There is some very interesting things about this threat they 
make.  
—If she would not have sold out Samson then Samson 
would not have started a war with the Philistines.  
——But the irony of this is that this is exactly what happens 
to her in the future. 
———READ: Judges 15:6, “Then the Philistines said, “Who 
did this?” And they said, “Samson, the son-in-law of the 
Timnite, because he took his wife and gave her to his 
companion.” So the Philistines came up and burned her and 
her father with fire.

  16 Samson’s wife wept before him and said, “You only 
hate me, and you do not love me; you have 
propounded a riddle to the sons of my people, and 
have not told it to me.” And he said to her, “Behold, I 
have not told it to my father or mother; so should I tell 
you?”

Really she had no choice according to her world view.  
—See she was a Philistine and her god does not take care 
of Philistines like God takes care of His people.  
——She could not run to God, she had to act as she did 
saving herself and her father.   
———If you are believer in Christ you should have a 
different world view that the world.  
————A world view is philosophy of life or understand of 
the world.  
—————The world wants you to believe that you were an 
accident and that things don’t happen for a reason.   
——————The world tells you that some impersonal set of 
moralistic rules are to dictate your life.  
———————That the standard of good and bad are made 
by what the society you life in dictates.  
————————That does not sound consistent.  It does 
not sound like there is hope in that.  It does not sound like 
love.   

Scripture:  Judges 14:10-15:8

�2



READ: Gal. 3:13-14, Christ redeemed us from the 
curse of the Law, having become a curse for us—for it is 
written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”—
14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham 
might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the 
promise of the Spirit through faith.
—Jesus took the moralistic rules and made them very 
personal.  He took the curse from us and took it upon 
himself.  
——He brought us the Spirit of God to lead, guide direct, 
convict, and much more for us.  
READ: Eph. 2:4-5, “But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of His great love with which He loved us,
5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us 
alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
—God rich in love and mercy.  It says His great love with 
which He loved us. 
——Even when we are like Israel living with God’s enemies 
and loving them, God comes to save us.  
———To claim us as His people and give us an identity in 
Him and not in the world.  

READ: 2 Cor. 5:17-20, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he 
is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new 
things have come.
18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to 
Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation,
19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to 
Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He 
has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of 
Christ, be reconciled to God.
—Jesus makes us new and He reconciles us to God so that 
when God looks at someone who has given their live to 
Christ He sees a righteous person (someone who is right in 
God’s eyes).  
——He does not count our sins our failings against us any 
longer but embraces us as spoke person for Him.  
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  17 However she wept before him seven days while their 
feast lasted. And on the seventh day he told her 
because she pressed him so hard. She then told the 
riddle to the sons of her people.

18 So the men of the city said to him on the seventh day 
before the sun went down,

“What is sweeter than honey?
And what is stronger than a lion?”

And he said to them,
“If you had not plowed with my heifer,
You would not have found out my riddle.”

19 Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon him mightily, 
and he went down to Ashkelon and killed thirty of them 
and took their spoil and gave the changes of clothes to 
those who told the riddle. And his anger burned, and 
he went up to his father’s house.

20 But Samson’s wife was given to his companion who 
had been his friend.

So she wept 7 days.  
—She must have been very beautiful women because that is 
all that was keeping Samson there and she was making life 
miserable.  
——She breaks him down and he tells her and then she tells 
them.   
———They come to him and tell him the answer to his 
riddle.  
————He accuses them of cheating and he knows who 
told them. 
—————The women who’s beauty captured him he calls a 
heifer.  (what a nice guy).   

Samson went done and killed 30 people to pay his dept.  
—Samson cannot control his temper.  He is enraged.   
——There is a little piece that is odd to us.  Verse 19 tells us 
the Spirit of the Lord came upon him.  
———Then he went down and killed 30 people.  
————God does not condone murder.  God did not 
command Samson to go down and kill these people.   
—————Pay careful attention to the words used in the 
passage.  The Spirit of the Lord came upon him.  
——————Then it says that Samson went down and killed 
these men.   
———————God’s power come upon Samson and what 
he does with that power is up to him.  
————————He used it to slaughter 30 people and take 
their stuff.  
—————————God doesn’t condone this behavior but 
God uses this moment to break the relationship of the 
Philistines and Israelites.   

The last think we hear is that Samson’s anger continues to 
burn and he went home.  
—He did not return to his wife and she betrayed him so why 
would he?  
——Because his lust is great.  His anger is greater but his 
lust is great.   
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Chapter 15

Samson Burns Philistine Crops

1 But after a while, in the time of wheat harvest, Samson 
visited his wife with a young goat, and said, “I will go in 
to my wife in her room.” But her father did not let him 
enter.

2 Her father said, “I really thought that you hated her 
intensely; so I gave her to your companion. Is not her 
younger sister more beautiful than she? Please let her 
be yours instead.”

3 Samson then said to them, “This time I shall be 
blameless in regard to the Philistines when I do them 
harm.”

4 Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and 
took torches, and turned the foxes tail to tail and put 
one torch in the middle between two tails.

5 When he had set fire to the torches, he released the 
foxes into the standing grain of the Philistines, thus 
burning up both the shocks and the standing grain, 
along with the vineyards and groves.

6 Then the Philistines said, “Who did this?” And they 
said, “Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, because 
he took his wife and gave her to his companion.” So 
the Philistines came up and burned her and her father 
with fire.

7 Samson said to them, “Since you act like this, I will 
surely take revenge on you, but after that I will quit.”

8 He struck them ruthlessly with a great slaughter; and 
he went down and lived in the cleft of the rock of Etam.

 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Jdg 14:1–
15:8). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

So anger subsides and lust controls.  
—What controls your life?  
——Is it anger?  Lust?  Self-pity?  Selfishness?  
Acceptance?  Sin? Satan?  Your flesh?   
———I really want you to think about that question because 
we are quick to answer it but that doesn’t mean that’s the 
right answer.  
————What controls your life?  
—————READ: 2 Cor. 10:3-6, “For though we walk in the 
flesh, we do not war according to the flesh,
4 for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but 
divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.
5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised 
up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every 
thought captive to the obedience of Christ,
6 and we are ready to punish all disobedience, whenever 
your obedience is complete.
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—Rich Warren says this about 2 Cor. 10:3-6, “in other words, 
we don’t fight with armor, we don’t fight with politics, we don’t 
fight with money, we don’t fight with all the humanistic ways.”  
——He says we do not fight with fleshly thing but as the 
passage says we fight with divinely powerful things to 
destroy fortresses.  
———What fortresses is Paul talking about?   
————Warren says this about strongholds, “A stronghold 
can be one of two things:
1.  It can be a worldview, such as materialism, hedonism, 
Darwinism, secularism, relativism, communism, atheism. All 
of the different -isms are mental strongholds that people set 
up against the knowledge of God.
2.  A stronghold can also be a personal attitude. Worry can 
be a stronghold. Seeking the approval of other people can 
be a stronghold. Anything that you make an idol in your life 
can be a stronghold — fear, guilt, resentment, insecurity. All 
of these things can be strongholds in your mind. And the 
Bible says that we are to tear them down.

We have to destroy the stronghold of the world in our lives.  
—We have to destroy the strongholds of sin in our lives.  We 
have to destroy habits, we have to stop self medicating, we 
have to destroy the things against God.  
——READ: James 1:14-15, “But each one is tempted when 
he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.
15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and 
when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.
——As we have seen in Samson’s life so far these 
stronghold will try to destroy us.   
———More importantly these strongholds will harm other.  

How do we destroy these Strongholds?   
—We have to win the battle for our minds.  
——2 Cor. 10:5, says we are to take every thought captive.   
———Samson does not live this.  He reacts without thinking.  
We are to take every thought captive.  
————READ: 1 Peter 1:13-16, “Therefore, prepare your 
minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope 
completely on the grace to be brought to you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.
14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former 
lusts which were yours in your ignorance,
15 but alike the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves 
also in all your behavior;
16 because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”
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READ:  Phil. 4:4-9, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will 
say, rejoice!
5 Let your gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is 
near.
6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God.
7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.
8 Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if 
anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things.
9 The things you have learned and received and heard and 
seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace will 
be with you.
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