
The Key to Samson
Scripture:  Judges 14:1-4

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Acts 2:22-33

Passage Begins Last week we heard about Samson’s special birth and 
special Nazarite vow.  
—As Israel’s spiritual state continues to get worse and worse 
it seems that a great Judge should come.  
——Maybe even the greatest Judges should come and bring 
Israel back to spiritual heath and a way from spiritual illness.  
 
———Chapter 13 ends with this awesome story of a Judge 
chosen before birth and how he is to set a part for God.  
————Lets see how Samson does.  

1 Then Samson went down to Timnah and saw a 
woman in Timnah, one of the daughters of the 
Philistines.

2 So he came back and told his father and mother, “I 
saw a woman in Timnah, one of the daughters of the 
Philistines; now therefore, get her for me as a wife.”

3 Then his father and his mother said to him, “Is there no 
woman among the daughters of your arelatives, or 
among all our people, that you go to take a wife from 
the uncircumcised Philistines?” But Samson said to his 
father, “Get her for me, for she looks good to me.”

Samson is now a grown man and his actions here in these 
verse are on his own accord.  
—Samson chose to go to this place and Samson chose this 
woman.
——This is not the start we wanted from Samson.   
———He is supposed to be this great leader bringing the 
people back to the Lord.  
————We would hope that he would seek God’s council 
about everything.  Nope.  That is not what Samson does.  
—————He is pretty much rude, arrogant, and 
independent unafraid to wonder into the world of the 
Philistines and their women.   
——————Notice how much Samson uses his eyes to 
lead him in this passage.  
———————What was important to him?  Was it God’s 
guiding or was it his eyes guiding him?  
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The word saw was interesting to me.  
—As I looked up the word saw I keep getting definitions 
of a tool used to cut or make a tool.  Matt. 6:22 says, "
——Matt. 6:22 “The eye is the lamp of the body; so then 
if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light.
 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Mt 
6:22). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
———What tool are we letting our eyes form us to be?  

His parents try to plead with him to marry from the Israelites.  
—See if they were an Israelite they were in a covenant 
relationship with God.  
——They may have not lived up to the covenant but they 
were supposed to be in a personal covenant or relationship 
with God.   
———Samson marrying a Philistine women meant that the 
chosen Judge of God was choosing the nation that he was 
supposed to deliver them from.  
————Samson was not willing to listen to his parents but 
his reasoning for why they should get her, was that she is 
right in his eyes.  
————READ: 1 John 2:16, “For all that is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful 
pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.
—————This is what our society does now.  We live in a 
society that does what they do not because of some moral 
code, religious practice, relationship with God, or cultural 
influence.  
——————In our society people do what is right in their 
eyes.  

Samson is the leader of Israel.  
—Samson really reflects the  spiritual condition of Israel.  
——When we look at our society we can see that it is not 
about what make sense anymore.  It is about what we want.  
 
———Samson is impulsive.  He is complete set on gratifying 
his physical needs.  
————Samson is controlled by his desires.  He reacts to 
how he feels about what is is seeing.  
—————He does not take the time to think about the 
implications or consider the outcomes.    
——————He sees something and he wants it and takes 
it.  
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We can not be controlled by our desires and just react to 
how we feel.
—READ:  Gal. 5:16-17, “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and 
you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.
17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the 
Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one 
another, so that you may not do the things that you please.
——We can not be impulsive in our responses and our 
decision.  
———READ: Prov. 25:28, “Like a city that is broken into 
and without walls
Is a man who has no control over his spirit.
———READ: 2Tim. 1:7, “For God has not given us a spirit 
of timidity, but of power and love and discipline (or self-
control).

Have you every notice most of your sins come when you act 
impulsively or based on your desires?
—When we open our mouths without thinking, when we act 
in our anger, when we move because our eyes instead of 
God we find  ourselves in trouble. 
——Think of the biblical examples.  Moses hitting the rock, 
David and Bathsheba, Jonah fleeing, Peter denying Jesus, 
and Judas betraying Jesus.  
———Each instance is not thought through but an action out 
of impulse.   
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Samson is also unteachable.  
—He does not listen to his parents even though they make 
pretty good points.  
——READ: Prov. 12:15, “The way of a fool is right in his 
own eyes,
But a wise man is he who listens to counsel.
——READ: Prov. 19:27, “Cease listening, my son, to 
discipline,
And you will stray from the words of knowledge.
——READ: Prov. 18:2, “A fool does not delight in 
understanding,
But only in revealing his own mind.
——READ: Prov. 11:14, “Where there is no guidance the 
people fall,
But in abundance of counselors there is victory.

We can not be unteachable.  
—It is foolish to not be able to take criticism and to be able to 
listen to others.  
——So Samson was impulsive and unteachable.  
———This is what he is leading Israel in and this is really a 
reflection of our world today.  
————We are impulsive and we know what is right.  

4 However, his father and mother did not know that it 
was of the Lord, for He was seeking an occasion 
against the Philistines. Now at that time the Philistines 
were ruling over Israel.

This seems like a weird verse.  It breaks up the narrative and 
really seems out of place.  
—This verse is a gift from the writer of the book of Judges 
that helps answer our questions about Samson.  
——The writer takes a break from the narrative to pull the 
curtain back so we can see what God is doing.   
———This verse is the key to understanding the entire story 
of Samson.  
————Michael Wilcock writes, “The force of 14:4 is that 
the two communities are so interlocked that even the Lord 
can find nothing to get hold of to pry them apart.  He uses 
Samson’s weakness, therefore, to bring about the 
relationship with this irresistible girl from which so much ill-
feeling will flow.”  
—————God using Samson weakness does not make the 
weakness right.  Sin is never right even when God uses it.   
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God uses the weakness of Samson womanizing, his sexual 
desire, his temper, and his need to get even to tear a part 
these 2 nations.  
—This is God’s ultimate goal here is to split these 2 nations 
up.  
——Israel is dangerously close to losing its national identity.  
 
———What is Israel’s national Identity?  They are God’s 
people.  They are to reach the nations for God.  
————God is going to use Samson’s sinfulness to deliver 
His people from the Philistines and from themselves.  
—————These is another example of God using others 
sins for His purposes.   
——————READ: Acts 2:22-24, “Men of Israel, listen to 
these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by 
God with miracles and wonders and signs which God 
performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves 
know—
23 this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of 
godless men and put Him to death.
24 “But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the 
agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in 
its power.

God can use our sins to accomplish His purposes but that 
does not mean we that we are free to sin.

God’s people today as in Samson’s day need to know be at 
peace with the world.  
—READ: James 4:4, “You adulteresses, do you not know 
that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? 
Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes 
himself an enemy of God.
——If we are like the world we are not like Christ.  
———If we are not like God then we are losing our identity 
in Christ.  
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