
Samson’s Birth

Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  1 Cor. 15:20-28

Passage Begins We have just finished with Jephthah and his leading Israel.  
—He was definitely not a perfect leader but he did deliver 
Israel from their enemies.  
——He did not understand God well and made many 
mistake in his rule.   

This brings us to Judges 13.  This is the beginning of 
Samson.  

1 Now the sons of Israel again did evil in the sight of the 
Lord, so that the Lord gave them into the hands of the 
Philistines forty years.

Once again the Israelites did evil in God’s eyes and as the 
covenant they made with God stated, God handed them over 
to another enemy.  
—The Philistines ruled over Israel 40 years the longest time 
period that they had been ruled by another nation.  As the 
Israel fell further away from God the oppression got worse 
and worse.    
——This is the 3rd time the Philistines had been Israel’s 
oppressors.   
———Interestingly, this is the last time you will see the 
phrase, “Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord.”  
————And we see once again that Israel was in 
oppression for 40 years and still didn’t cry out to God.  
—————Why?  Israel had accepted the Philistines as we 
will find out later.   
——————When Samson begins to lead Israel to rid 
themselves of the Philistines Israel’s criticized him and his 
efforts and hand him over to their enemies.  
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2 There was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the 
Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was 
barren and had borne no children.

3 Then the angel of the Lord appeared to the woman 
and said to her, “Behold now, you are barren and have 
borne no children, but you shall conceive and give 
birth to a son.

4 “Now therefore, be careful not to drink wine or strong 
drink, nor eat any unclean thing.

5 “For behold, you shall conceive and give birth to a son, 
and no razor shall come upon his head, for the boy 
shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb; and he shall 
begin to deliver Israel from the hands of the 
Philistines.”

6 Then the woman came and told her husband, saying, 
“A man of God came to me and his appearance was 
like the appearance of the angel of God, very 
awesome. And I did not ask him where he came from, 
nor did he tell me his name.

7 “But he said to me, ‘Behold, you shall conceive and 
give birth to a son, and now you shall not drink wine or 
strong drink nor eat any unclean thing, for the boy 
shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb to the day of 
his death.’ ”

God begins to act for His people.  
—God is going to deliver His people who don’t want to be 
delivered and have not cried out to Him.  
——Why? Because they need saving.   
———READ:  Rom. 5:6-9, “For while we were still helpless, 
at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps 
for the good man someone would dare even to die.
8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, 
we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.
————READ: 1 Cor. 15:3-8, “For I delivered to you as of 
first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures,
4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures,
5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.
6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren 
at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have 
fallen asleep;
7 then He appeared to aJames, then to all the apostles;
8 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me 
also.
—————God saves His people because it is what is best 
for them.  God offers you salvation because it is what is best 
for you.  
——————God is at work on Israel’s behalf and God is 
always at work on your behalf too.  

So here we hear of Manoah and his wife.  
—We find out that his wife, (who we never get her name), is 
barren.   
——Now her barrenness should not be looked at like a 
woman who is barren in our time.   
———In the time of this narrative barrenness was thought of 
as a punishment for an offense against the gods.  
————In Israel children were a mark of God’s blessing and 
being unable to have children was a sign of God’s 
displeasure with you.  
—————Also, a person’s legacy or surviving after death 
was dependent on being able to have children.  Ancestry 
was very important in their society and without some to cary 
on your line your ancestry died.     
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Manoah’s wife joins a very special list of women who were 
barren and God enable them to have children.  
—Sarah bore Isaac after being barren
—Rebekah who bore Esau and Jacob—READ: Gen. 25:21, 
“Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife, because she 
was barren; and the Lord answered him and Rebekah his 
wife conceived.
—Hannah bore Samuel 
—Elizabeth bore John the Baptist—READ: Luke 1:7, “But 
they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they 
were both advanced in years.
——These special births point us forward to the most special 
birth of all; Jesus.  
———God save the most miraculous of all of these birth for 
Jesus.   
————God’s power made women who could not conceive 
able to bare children but with Mary, God had her concede 
without a human father at all.  

What can we learn from these moments that God did? 
—Well they all point to Christ.  They are all moments that 
God stepped in and made His plan and purposed happen in 
a way that no human could have.  
——These moment point us to Christ and God showing the 
work of His salvation promises.  
———God alone is the one who gives life.   
————READ: Rom. 4:16-17, “16 For this reason it is by 
faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that 
the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not 
only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are 
of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all,
17 (as it is written, “A father of many nations have I made 
you”) in the presence of Him whom he believed, even God, 
who gives life to the dead and calls into being that which 
does not exist.
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So Samson birth is foretold by none other than, “the angel of 
the Lord.” 
—We see this same heavenly messenger talk with Gideon 
back in Judges 6.  
——This messenger brings wonderful news to Manoah’s 
wife.   
———God will allow her to bare a child and that child will 
begin to deliver Israel from the Philistines.  
————He will set apart for God and he will have a Nazirite 
vow on him from birth.  
—————The details of a Naririte vow are found in 
Numbers 6 but they are also nicely summarized here for us.   
 
——————They can not cut their hair, drink any produce 
from the vine (alcoholic or not), and was not to have contact 
with dead bodies.    

The purpose of one of these vow’s was to ask for God’s 
special help.  
—It was a sign that a person was looking for God intently.  
——Not cutting their hair and not drinking from the vine was 
a symbol that a person was in training towards a goal.   
———Not touching dead bodies was a symbol of cleanness 
as a priest would be.  
————The idea is that the Nazirite was living before the 
presence of God every day.  
—————Samson being born into this vow meant his 
parents were taking the vow for him.   
——————And he was to stay a Nazirite all his life.  His 
vow started immediately in his mothers womb.   

Samson is the only Judge to be chosen before he is born or 
even conceived.   

Scripture:

�4



    8 Then Manoah entreated the Lord and said, “O Lord, 
please let the man of God whom You have sent come 
to us again that he may teach us what to do for the 
boy who is to be born.”

9 God listened to the voice of Manoah; and the angel of 
God came again to the woman as she was sitting in 
the field, but Manoah her husband was not with her.

10 So the woman ran quickly and told her husband, 
“Behold, the man who came the other day has 
appeared to me.”

11 Then Manoah arose and followed his wife, and when 
he came to the man he said to him, “Are you the man 
who spoke to the woman?” And he said, “I am.”

12 Manoah said, “Now when your words come to pass, 
what shall be the boy’s mode of life and his vocation?”

13 So the angel of the Lord said to Manoah, “Let the 
woman pay attention to all that I said.

14 “She should not eat anything that comes from the vine 
nor drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any unclean 
thing; let her observe all that I commanded.”

Manoah and his wife showed great faith.  
—His wife showed great faith as she obeyed the word from 
God.  
——She lived by the code and kept her son living by the 
code as well so he could be used in God’s service.   
———Just as another woman put herself entirely in God’s 
hands about 1200 years later.  
————READ: Luke 1:38, “38, “And Mary said, “Behold, 
the bondslave of the Lord; may it be done to me according to 
your word.” And the angel departed from her.
—————Both these ladies trusted that God would do what 
He has planned and promised and became obedient to the 
plan.  
——————Are you willing to trust God’s plan?  Are you 
willing to be obedient to what God has called you to do?  Are 
you willing to give up the things God has called you to give 
up like Manoah’s wife?  Are you willing to suffer ridicule, 
people doubting you, and people accusing you like Mary did 
for sake of God’s plan and purpose?   
 
Manoah showed great faith in his approaching God to ask if 
the messenger would come back to teach them how to raise 
their son.  
—Manoah assumes the promise will come true and that the 
boy that was to be born was important and he needed to 
know how to raise his son.  
——God listened to Manoah.  The messenger showed up 
again. 

So Manoah’s wife comes and gets him when the messenger 
arrives again.  
—The messenger responds with the same thing that He had 
already told Manoah’s wife.  
——He even says, “let the woman pay attention to all that I 
said,” meaning that the angel had instructed the woman of 
how they should raise the boy.   
———But then he re-states some of the things he instructed 
her.  
————This is a weird interaction though isn’t it?  
—————Commentators speculate about many things 
based on this passage but it seems weird to be because 
Manoah doesn’t really understand who he is talking to.   
——————He is not sure who this messenger is.  Is he a 
prophet?  

Scripture:

�5



15 Then Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, “Please let 
us detain you so that we may prepare a young goat for 
you.”

16 The angel of the Lord said to Manoah, “Though you 
detain me, I will not eat your food, but if you prepare a 
burnt offering, then offer it to the Lord.” For Manoah 
did not know that he was the angel of the Lord.

17 Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, “What is your 
name, so that when your words come to pass, we may 
honor you?”

18 But the angel of the Lord said to him, “Why do you ask 
my name, seeing it is awonderful?”

19 So Manoah took the young goat with the grain offering 
and offered it on the rock to the Lord, and He 
performed wonders while Manoah and his wife looked 
on.

20 For it came about when the flame went up from the 
altar toward heaven, that the angel of the Lord 
ascended in the flame of the altar. When Manoah and 
his wife saw this, they fell on their faces to the ground.

Once again Manoah is acting as he would if this was a 
prophet not an angel of the Lord let alone The Angel of the 
Lord.  
—He offers Him food and asks for the messengers name.  
——This could have been some pagan influence in Manoah 
as they would try to feed a god or a person then they were 
obligated to you but that is really just speculation.   
———What we do know for sure is that Manoah does not 
know who is standing in front of him.  
————So “The Angel of the Lord” being the nice guy He is 
helps Manoah out.  Tells him to offer his sacrifice to God.   

So, why did the messenger of the Lord come back down 
after Manoah in faith asked God for Him to come back if he 
did not give him any more information?  
—“The Angel of the Lord” did give Manoah the help he 
needed.  
——God gives Manoah a revelation of who He is. Of who 
God is.  
———The Angel responded to the name question with, 
“seeing it is wonderful.”
————His name is beyond understanding, it is to 
wonderful for a human to grasp.  Because He is the Son of 
God.   

Sometimes people can have God standing right in front of 
them and miss Him.  
—Manoah had the Son of God, the savior of the world, 
telling him that his son would be a savior of Israel and he 
missed seeing Him.   
——We need to seek God with all our heart and soul so that 
when He is right in front of us we see Him.  
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———READ: Deut. 4:25-29, “When you become the father 
of children and children’s children and have remained long in 
the land, and act corruptly, and make an idol in the form of 
anything, and do that which is evil in the sight of the Lord 
your God so as to provoke Him to anger,
26 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that 
you will surely perish quickly from the land where you are 
going over the Jordan to possess it. You shall not live long 
on it, but will be utterly destroyed.
27 “The Lord will scatter you among the peoples, and you 
will be left few in number among the nations where the Lord 
drives you.
28 “There you will serve gods, the work of man’s hands, 
wood and stone, which neither see nor hear nor eat nor 
smell.
29 “But from there you will seek the Lord your God, and you 
will find Him if you search for Him with all your heart and all 
your soul.
———READ: Jer. 29:13, ’You will seek Me and find Me 
when you search for Me with all your heart.
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  21 Now the angel of the Lord did not appear to Manoah or 
his wife again. Then Manoah knew that he was the 
angel of the Lord.

22 So Manoah said to his wife, “We will surely die, for we 
have seen God.”

23 But his wife said to him, “If the Lord had desired to kill 
us, He would not have accepted a burnt offering and a 
grain offering from our hands, nor would He have 
shown us all these things, nor would He have let us 
hear things like this at this time.”

24 Then the woman gave birth to a son and named him 
Samson; and the child grew up and the Lord blessed 
him.

25 And the Spirit of the Lord began to stir him in 
bMahaneh-dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol.

 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Jdg 13:1–
25). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 

At last!!!  Manoah realized who he was talking to.  
—When Manoah is freaking out because he just realized his 
wife was level headed and thinking clear because she 
already new who she was talking to.  
——So what was the answer to Manoah’s question about 
how to bring up their son?   
———To know God and God’s character is more important 
that some process or book or pamphlet, or worldly advice.   
————All the rules would not be able to give answers 
about infinite decision that come in raising a child.  
—————But knowing God and His character are better 
than any amount of rules.  Tim Keller writes, “We don’t need 
to know about God through His external standards when we 
can know God through his Spirit.”

See this doesn’t just apply to raising kids.  
—If we want to live the life God has us, if we want to live a 
full and meaningful life, if we want to live in a way that 
glorifies God we have to have a deep understanding of who 
God is will give us the guidance in life we need.    
——We don’ t need rules we need God.  
———READ: Jer. 9:23-24, “Thus says the Lord, “Let not a 
wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty man 
boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches;
24 but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands 
and knows Me, that I am the Lord who exercises 
lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I 
delight in these things,” declares the Lord.
———READ: John 17:3, “This is eternal life, that they may 
know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You 
have sent.
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